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Translation: They weakened their hands from the words of the Torah.

Explanation: ¥ °27 is of the opinion that the name o°7°57 is not simply the name
of the place at which p%ny attacked H&w» °13, but carries within the name the reason
they were attacked. The ancestor of p%»y was Eisav, who saw himself as a
completely physical being; n1a% 9777 *218 7377, This focus on his physical existence led
to his fatigue — >21x 7y - and to his willingness to ‘sell’ his first-born status, and thus
relinquish his rights to the service of Hashem which was the exclusive domain of the
7102. Yaakov Avinu, whose voice of Torah and Tefilah — 2py> 9P 901 - focused his
energy on the spiritual, was thus able to negate the »wy >7> >7°. However, when °12
X weakened their connection to Torah in o>7°97, thus severing themselves from
the source of their spiritual strength, they too became fatigued - v 7>y — and
endangered their hold on the rights to serve Hashem. This allowed Amalek to regain
their vy >7° >7, and to attack.

Looking in the Pasuk: It is possible that w1 »27 reads a deeper meaning into the
word o°7°57 because we had previously been told that H&aw» °12 were in 0>7°9, why
would the Torah repeat this fact if not to teach the lesson of our Musag? He knew
that this was a result of a weakening of their connection to Torah by the fact that we
are told that they lacked water, which is a metaphor for lacking Torah. Additionally,
the fact that they were fatigued and questioned whether Hashem was still in their

midst, likewise points to a lack of connection to the Torah.

1 See Notes 1



NOTES

1. When our Musag is quoted it is almost always quoted as 770 1277 o7 19 w. However,
that wording may not be accurate. The Musag is mentioned twice in the &7n3, the first in naon
(.32) 7o and the second in (:7) mM122 noon. In both places the text reads juxy 1w, not 19w
o7, However, there are many reasons to justify the more popular version:
A. Rashi in (1) m™02 noon, reads the text as o7 10w
B. The xn>°2n, which also teaches our Musag reads:
RIW: PRY 97 077778 RIW K2 797 770 97272 0777 2RIV 1DW %Y 2270 11997 ROR 0°7°57 PR O° IR DI
J1INT 2 007 1197 DY ROK K2
The xn%*2n thus explains that the word a°7°91 is actually a combination of two words, 1151 and
o>7. Rashi in 177730 seems to follow the xn?°5n and writes:
3197 TMIP2 LRI 0T 1107 27007 11 OO ,MIEMY TN 2w 2T 11797 °197 .02 20A - 0°12 DR MAR 197 KD
PPNY 0oy R2 70T 2 2070 19w
C. Finally, the Pasuk which the &2 brings as a support also speaks of 2>7> 19.
In light of the above, we will follow the wording of the xn%>> and Rashi and present the Musag as
7T W,

2. The xmx which is the source of our Musag brings a difference of opinion between 21°9x *27 and
YW °21 as to the meaning of the word o>7°51 mentioned in our Pasuk. According to a1yh& "7 it is
simply the name of the place in which the battle between xw> °12 and pony took place. ywin» °a9
reads deeper significance into the word and says that it describes the spiritual state of the people at
that time. We might ask: Why would yw17° °27 assume that the word is anything more than what it
seems to be, the name of a place? One possible answer is that the Torah repeats twice that H&7w» *12
were in >7°97. In Pasuk ‘& of our Perek the Torah has already told us that the people had camped in
o197, Why would the Torah tell us again in our Pasuk that pony attacked in o>7°97? Therefore,
reasons ywi° 27, there must be an additional or different meaning of the word.

While we might therefore understand why vw17° °27 would seek a deeper meaning to the word

o 71°97 we might ask: How did he know that it was because they had slackened or weakened
themselves from Torah? We do know that &~w» °12 had begun to doubt whether or not Hashem was
still within them —(r m100) 1%¥-0X 1127p2 7im W3 — but we do not know why they should have felt so.

| believe the answer is found in the (.29 X»p X22) X713 which teaches?:

SIMRIW LTNN ROR D7 PR VAR NIDIWT OWNT . 0% IRXA KDY 02772 27 NWHW 19971 (22:170 M) X°INT

3IR91 70 K92 0 DWRW 199w 10,2007 127 RAX 92 0N (771 1Y)

At the beginning of our Perek the Torah tells us of a lack of water: oy nhw5 o PR) 2°7°972 1.
Thus, vy °27 explains that not only is the word o°7°57 a description of the people’s spiritual state,
but the words ninw> o°» P are to be understood in the same sense. 28w °12 had weakened their
connection to Torah thus severing themselves from their connection to Hashem. The purpose of the
Torah and its nmx» is to connect us to God in our every action and every thought. The Torah takes
the spiritual, heavenly, world and brings it down to earth, ensuring that Hashem is a real presence
in our lives. When 5x1w» *12 reached a state of oy minw® o°n & they naturally began to question
TRTOR 1272 73T whg; severing our connection to Torah severs our connection to God.

It is, therefore, no wonder then that the Torah (°:115 2°727) describes the people before the attack of
PRy as: oooR XY X9 van Ay aaR). Interestingly, the Pasuk connects their lack of fear of Hashem to
the fact that they were tired and exhausted. What was the source of this fatigue? Again, we may

2 The xa is discussing the obligation to read the Torah not only on naw but on every Monday and
Thursday as well. The &anx answers that the purpose of the obligation is so that we do not go three
days without hearing 770 »27.

3 They became exhausted.



connect this episode to the X nx in X»p 822 mentioned above. The &) there tells us that when they
went three days without Torah they became tired; w?2. It is clear that it is our connection to
Hashem through His Torah that is the source of our strength. Therefore, here too, at o>7°57, when
they weakened their connection to Torah — 77077 1 27 197 - they weakened their connection to
Hashem — 112192 7w - and became tired, ya» 7. This, in turn, invited the attack from pony.*

There is another interesting connection between being tired and the attack of p%»y. The word 7%y
rarely appears in the Torah. In fact, there is only one other instance where the word appears. In p7s
5-12:713, we read:
P2IR AY D T OTRT DIRTT K] OIOYPT 2PYOR WY MmN D oy KT ATWITM Wy 820 1 2Py 111 0
Halnt\ialvat wirl Dy
The fact that the word 7°v is used only by 1wy and by p%ny, the descendants of ywy, points to a
strong connection between the two.

I believe the connection is explained in the commentary of the Sforno. He comments that Yaakov’s
insistence that Eisav sell his rights to the 77152 was a direct result of Eisav’s fatigue. The Sforno
writes:

991N ROW PO PR ,TTIT 701 JIRY 7Y 72 73 ANKRY 1D ,TNIROM DR T°ID NHan DO 01 NI 0 101 7701

2225 IR AR MW 7720 PRY 1w L7152 213 povnad

The Sforno explains that Eisav’s fatigue, which was so severe that he could not even recognize (or
possibly did not care to recognize) the food in front of him, would not allow him to undertake the
role of the m"152 who were destined to dedicate themselves to the service of Hashem (until they
were replaced by 17 vaw after the v xon). In light of the above, we can now easily understand
why oy, Eisav’s descendants, attack when Sxw» *12 display the exact same character flaw that
caused Eisav to lose the 77102 in the first place: 73!

| believe, however, that the connection goes beyond a similar word. It is not only the fatigue that
typifies Eisav’s approach to life, rather it is that which leads to the fatigue that describes the nature
of Eisav. Eisav himself clearly communicates his approach towards things spiritual when he says
(22:0w) 7122 °% A1 AR Mk 79 v0aRk M. Eisav displays a disdain for the spiritual and claims
himself to be a physical being, one that will surely die and therefore have no use for things beyond
the material. This approach leads to terrible fatigue. A person burdened by the demands of the
physical world, in which one cannot find meaning beyond his or her next paycheck, will quickly
tire of the ‘rat race’, never achieving a feeling of contentment; a feeling that the material world
simply cannot supply®. When &7 *12 question 112p2 /71 wor1 they are echoing Eisav’s claim that
we are purely physical beings without a spark of spirituality within us. Their ensuing fatigue
mirrors Eisav’s state when Yaakov demanded he relinquish the exalted spiritual status of a m122.
The subsequent attack by the descendants of Eisav should have, therefore, come as no surprise.

It is thus clear that our battle with Eisav and that which he represents is won by strengthening our
connection to Hashem through Torah and Tefilah. It is the o1p of Yaakov that defeats the o>7° of
Eisav as the (1op 1 "1wnw v1p2°) waTH teaches:

Sywy 7 2070 PR MIWATH "N N1DID PN MEA APY YW NP 112,20 9P DIpn

4 Rashi brings the x»Iman w7 which connects their question of Hashem residing in their midst to
the attack from pony:
NP3 WG 0RIR OORY 0278 297 TaI 013 VI8 TR ,I0f? Af XYpnY T AW T0p N p2py XA
7Y 133 2°277Y 07X 2WR VI 10 W) °7 D°pYIX 0OR) DINK Wi X3 2223W 020 ,(T 210D °WY) TR o8
WD OUPRY 191 WA 1Y, T2 100 XY D 0 A vRN P10 RIX IR vR0 AN 120 iR 91,7772 X)) 903
oW 2927 K21 ,10Un 1000 IR 1200 YT 900K ,10aR 2 908 LRIR IR DR ,120 101K 10 0,708 0782
> As our Rabbis teach o nxn 7311 m7am 1% wo.
® There is a similar 727 w17 which teaches: ,muw Wy 7 123p2 (°onn) 1770 2PY°W VWA 7°072 'K
MW WY 2T PR WY 2T 22T PR IR (awe) AXOXA RITW VWA ,pony R AW DY Ovn 177 29007



Interestingly, the w27 does not simply say that when the voice of Yaakov is found in the Batei
Knesset and the Batei Midrash then Eisav’s hands are rendered powerless, but rather that his hands
are not his hands: »wy >1> o>7°1 PR. Perhaps the Midrash is teaching that when we connect to
Hashem through Torah and Tefilah, then the hands of Eisav are not his, but ours. Not only is Eisav
rendered powerless, we receive the power that was his.

With this understanding of the Midrash the words of our Musag become clear. Our Musag taught
that the name o°7°57 was a combination of two words a7>7 197. Since we are talking about a
weakening of their Torah study would not the term o717 197 be more appropriate? However,
according to the Midrash it was not only their voices that weakened, but as a result of their lack of
2@, their o>7, the very same o°7> which they took from Eisav, were weakened as well. The term 199
a7 thus teaches a significant lesson in what we lose when the voice of Yaakov — apy> 7 2P — is
silent.

While it is obvious that Jewish strength is found in our connection to Hashem, this is even more
manifest in the battle against the descendants of Eisav. Whenever we are lax in our Torah
observance, we give Eisav back his ‘hands’ and allow him to challenge our spiritual mission and
thus disrupt the spread of o»»w mo%n. This is what the Torah (tv:1° mnw) means when it says 70732
PonYa NI nnnon =2 02-%v. However, as long as our voice of Torah and Tefilah remain strong we
retain the upper hand in this monumental struggle and firmly establish Hashem’s presence in our
midst.

3. Questions for Further Thought:

a. The battle against P2y seems to won by Moshe raising his hands and lost when he lowers his
hands; (X°:1> nvaw) Pony 123 17; 0012 WK 287 123 17 Awh o0 R 1. The (w2 am) mwn
corrects this notion and teaches:

,2V7 9995 195007 PRIWS 1AW AT 22 177 M7 XOR 27mantn MN2W IR TR0 MWW awn Hw 17 o)
.0°7911 177 IR ORY ,07712A07 1°7 2°AWAW 2°ARY 027 DR PTavwa
How might our explanation above help us understand this mawn.
b. The story of Purim also tells of our struggle with p%»v. Can you find in the Purim story the
same challenges and successes that we find in the original battle?



