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Translation: A miracle within a miracle. The fire and the hail were mixed, and even
though the hail is water, in order to fulfill the will of their Creator they made peace

between themselves.

Explanation: With 792 non the final stage of plagues, termed 27nx2, began,. This set
was different in that its primary purpose was not only to punish the Egyptians, but to
send an everlasting message to the Jewish people.

The creating of peace between ice and fire, which may very well symbolize the
balance between o°nin n71 and P71 N7, exists in the heavens and within the angels:
P2 oYow ey, Hashem placed the fire within the hail as a 01 7302 01 to get the
attention of the Egyptians and to show %% " °12 the power such a mixture possesses
when the competing forces work together to do the will of Hashem. As the final stage
towards the redemption begins, Hashem is informing the Jewish people that every
society contains elements that will disagree and conflict with one another. This
conflict can lead to divisiveness and chaos. While until now the common enemy of
Egypt had united the people, they would now have to model the fire and ice and find

a common goal and shared destiny to unite them.

Looking in the Pasuk: There are many anomalies found in 792 non. It is the first time
that Hashem mentions that the m>» are not just a punishment to Egypt and the first
time the Egyptians are given a way to protect themselves. Additionally, it is the first
time the 17on contains a double miracle, the first time Pharoh admits guilt and the first
time the Torah sees fit to tell us which things were not affected. The presence of
mp which were not originally forecast, which seemed to bother the Egyptians

tremendously, also requires explanation.



NOTES

In general we understand that Hashem does not create a greater miracle than is necessary. In many
ways 712 nan seems to go against this rule. First it is difficult to understand why a double miracle
was needed at all. None of the previous or subsequent m>» featured a 01 7\n2 o1. Also of interest is
the very nature of the double miracle. Why create a situation where fire and water would be forced
to make peace with one another? If there would be snakes within the hail we also would call ita o1
01 1In2. Why fire? This is especially difficult to understand as we do not find anywhere in the text
that the fire actually burned anything!® In short, there seems to be a very important message the 172
was meant to teach which required this very unique combination. What was the message and why
was it important to teach just now?

In the nos Hw 7737 we enumerate the mon “wy and conclude by saying that 7770 21 placed the 10
plagues into three categories: 27nx2 w7y 5>7¥7. The HR1272K, in his commentary on the 77an,
explains the logic behind the content of the categories and the progression of each of the three sets.
Following the words of the o>109 which introduce each of the three sets, we find that the first set
was to prove (1:1) 11 °a8, the second set proved (r°:1) yaRT 292 /17 °1R, while the third set proved &
TIRT 902 1.

We could answer that the purpose of the ultra-miracle was to get the attention of Pharoh and his
people. While the six first plagues had most certainly made an impression on the Egyptians they
had not really internalized the reality of what Hashem was doing. This is driven home by the fact
that some of the Egyptians did not even bother to bring their belongings into their homes to shelter
them from the hail. The Torah calls these: 2% ow X% “wx. This plague comes to get their attention:
729 98 1931 95 R i Ik, In order to accomplish this Hashem sends a o1 7ina o1. The fact that the
hail was perhaps the heaviest that o>1%» had ever experienced would not necessarily impress them,
but the fact that there was fire within the hail would. To ensure the focus of the people, Hashem
added m"p which forced the Egyptians to take notice that something special was happening. They
could no longer ignore the fact that G-d was speaking to them. They go so far as to call the thunder
opox M7y and find the m»p to be unbearable: m»p nnn 273, For the first time the Egyptians
come to the conclusion that they were being called to task for something they had done: >ny ¥
oYW

However, there seems to be an additional change that takes place beginning with the plague of 712.
Until now the purpose of the plagues was focused on v and the Egyptian people. They were
meant to both punish the Egyptians 77 7315 771 for the suffering they had brought upon the Jews?
and to force them to free the Jews from bondage. However, before 792 non we find a change. For
the first time we find the n1on seemingly having significance beyond the borders of Egypt. Hashem
tells Moshe to tell Pharoh: >7125 nR 90IX77 22 Pn77avT DRT Mava 72w, but them adds 190 v
vaxn 902 nw. While the first part of the Pasuk is consistent with past messages, the second half of
the Pasuk contains something new. Hashem tells Moshe that in fact the message here goes beyond
Pharoh and his people. He is to tell Pharoh that to a certain extent he has just been a tool, a means
by which Hashem has spread His name throughout the world. The o177 73%% comments:
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In the same vein the X1 328 comments that the words *»w 290 do not refer to v at all but rather
should be taken to mean that these plagues will be spoken about for generations:

1 The (Anw) man wn does however mention the fact that the fire did burn them:
N L,NARPNN WRY 77207 LLLWRA MID1 T L7722 7101 2w 00 D172 DOV UOWNI 1T ,AXIR WR 7o
A9 WRT MPI? 720 WOnY RS ,nnpt nn 2nnphnn
However, the o>»05 do not tell us this explicitly, leaving us with the impression that the purpose of
the fire was simply to impress upon the Egyptians that Hashem has the ability to create a b1 7102 1.
2 The Midrash talks at length about how each plague was a direct punishment for what the
Egyptians had done to 5xw» °12.
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While the target audience of this message is somewhat unclear, the Torah clarifies this point
following the plague when it tells us:

(2:°) D2 PN WK NNR DRI 0°I¥12 ON79YNT WK DR 32 121 732 °3TR2 190N YR
These mbon were thus meant to send a message to not only Pharoh but also to Sxw» °12.

While this aspect of the purpose of the nm>» may have very well applied to the first six nan as
well®, the Torah first highlights this point beginning with 712 and the last set of man. The
explanation for this is that with 772 no we begin a new chapter in the non “wy. The last 4 plagues
—2"nk2 — are all subsumed under the heading of ‘“The M52 non Plagues’. That is to say that the
seventh through ninth were all meant to be a build up to, and they themselves a type of, n1m152 non.*
It is abundantly clear that m122 non was meant to symbolize Hashem’s unique relationship with
oXw° %93 as Hashem had told nwn at the (3-25 7 o) m0:

IR 3T 220 73T ITPUY WM °ITV) 327NN 1RY YN R) (IR7W? 2153 12 M N 13 AYI97OR DK
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Therefore, it stands to reason that all of the plagues in this category were to be geared towards the
Jewish people, with Pharoh simply being the tool which Hashem would use to convey the message.
While this too might explain the need for a o1 7102 o3, it still begs the question why the fire and ice?
What was this meant to symbolize for Sxw» 595?

The 727 w17 on our 7wao provides a Swn regarding the combination of the two competing
elements:
DOW 790 WYY 700 YW Nnmha AT YO 200 1T OV T PANYI YA PWR M 1wh amiT 0270 and hwn
DIPW 3720 AWY 0¥ YW aNNnon AT AT 1100 10T PANIE 7721 WK 70,7102 700 M W ol
Nali'éalnloiyaliatythi!
However, the Midrash does not tell us why these two elements were needed in the first place!
Again, if all that was required was a significant change in nature there are many other ways to
create a o1 702 01. For example, why could we not suffice with the fact that one o1 was the
unprecedented amount of hail, and the second o1 is the fact that Moshe predicted exactly when the
hail would begin to fall>. And, while we might argue that this would be considered a double o1, but
not a o1 712 o3, we would still wonder why a o1 712 01 was so crucial.

While the above 721 w72 does not provide a clue as to the message Hashem was transmitting
through 772 non, the 727 w7 on 127172 790 adds more detail:

(R PRPIT) RIW WR DW NPAN AW DW WP WR DW N1IT LRI 12 090 Ay RIW 7902 ,Thabw 1ona
AN TP PYD YOR0 TMA WK 9Y NITY (PR DRPINY QW) MRIW 350 SW YRIT PIAN AR 20 K1 DA
T 9w 1NN 219w W IRy 701 Ywna” (19 21K) 220 a1 7R LT DR 7991 01 89 7 DR 7207 A7 R
IN LT DR POTA AT KDY AT DR PO T RD 12 2000 208 1 L, WR DW RN DRO23 T T0Y 320 DRI 9RO
WY RIT NIONT 172 ORI AT DR T PR IR T AV T 097 17 WR DWW 22291071 200 DW RN VIR IR rawa
NPMYE IR 7737 927 7201 227 77N 927 7727 IN2 DAY WRI T2 97 (2w an A1) 2°N37 X 11000 210w
RNV RTI2 77 2207 7oAV 137 7R L7712 737 (2021wn) 222100 TI2) WR AR ORI 227 WR NIRDD 772 5w

% On the Pasuk (17:1) 277%7 7782 *N9¥nnR) *NHKR-NK *N°27m) 7912 27-N% AYpR 11 Rashi comments:

2¥ NIYTYID R0 ,RAT N2 WiTRD 2W inTH 12) 07123 DY 0RR 17030 *niNiR 12 niaNg wn? 125 nwpny 0% aiv
AR 2R WHYY 0T NIRRT

4 See in particular the 2> %5 (the 7% 7 agrees partially) who uses this idea to explain the difficult

Rashi on 7 »09 who refers to the words >msan 3 as referring to n1m32 non even though the Torah

is speaking about 772 non». He explains that 792 no» was a type of m1m122 no» in itself, indeed only

meant to affect the first produce, the o>m>°a (for if it was meant to destroy property or kill, why

were the people warned? And, if it was meant to cause serious damage to produce, why not wait a

bit and destroy the wheat crop?).

> See Rashi on ann nya 777 > P00,

® Even though we do find that a double o1 is called o1 7102 o3, see .1 0.
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According to the Midrash the joining of fire and ice is not something unique in 772 non, but rather
an occurrence that takes place in the heavens constantly. Whether when dealing with the fiery nvn
and the icy sky, or with %x»123 the angel of fire and Sx>°» the angel of ice, Hashem is constantly
making peace in His heavens; vmana ovow aww. By sending down fire in the hail, and having the
two coexist, Hashem is modeling the very nature of the heavens and the angels who reside therein.

Perhaps we might propose that this is the message Hashem wished to convey to His nascent nation
on the cusp of becoming a people, his >132 *12. Until now the people had lived as individuals, the
only unifying feature being a common oppressor. But now as the final process of redemption was
unfolding with the onset of the nm132 nan set of plagues, these individuals needed to learn the
lesson of unity though a common goal and a shared destiny. If this lesson was not learned the
experience of freedom woild be one of complete chaos as the people would pull in 600,000
different directions. The innate differences between one individual and the next would tear apart the
very fabric of the new society that the Egyptian slavery sought to weave. What better model to
display to them than the model Hashem created in the heavens, by which the competing forces join
together to fulfill the Divine will. They could look at the fiery hail and appreciate the incredible
impression it made upon the Egyptians and realize the power they could wield as a people if they
were to harness the many different characteristics that made up the tribes of Israel towards a
common goal.

The 121 wnn teaches that it is the ability to make peace that earns Hashem the title 75w 9%». This
is the name of Hashem that 772 non presents to the the Jewish people. It is the name that Hashem
refers to when He says yaxi 922 "nw 190 wnb, and the name begins the 77xs.

The 5wn v 7 explains that for this very reason we add on to the end of our davening the words
WO DY WY R 1PAna 2w . We realize that we are about to enter the ‘real world” where
competing ideas and divisiveness are prevalent. We pray to Hashem that He should help us find a
way to bridge these differences and find peaceful resolutions much the same way that Hashem does
in His heavens?®.

71 MR 1270 NWI M1372 MY
8 The (AmXw 7177 .21 Xn1) X"wnn explains that we first turn to our left, which is Hashem’s right side
(as we are facing G-d when we daven), with symbolizes the o117 n», and then we turn to our
right, which is Hashem’s left, which symbolizes 1777 nn. By turning to these two opposite sides we
acknowledge the above idea of Hashem creating a bridge between the two competing and opposite
m7n. This may explain the fire and ice make up of the heavens and angels themselves. Fire
symbolizes 17 while ice symbolizes o°»n, the two forces are at odds with each other and Hashem
creates the balance between them. (We may even take this idea a step further and explain that this is
why we say R123 “HRnwn DR 1. PR123 who is of fire which symbolizes 17, is to the left, the
place of 7, and %x2°n, who is of ice which symbolizes o, is to the right, which is the place of
7nn.)
Interestingly, we may even propose that many of the fundamental arguments we find between
people have much to do with those who view the world with 17 and those who view it with oonnn.
The most famous of such word views can clearly be seen in the arguments of *xnw n°a and %7 n°a.
The personalities of the two as described in the Talmud (see .X> naw) point to this difference. Even
within the approaches of nwn» and 177x we find a similar split. As the (:1 177710) &7n3 teaches:
77209 Q7R P2 27w 20w ,019W AT 219w IR IR 22X, DR T 2P IMIR 00w
However, as in the heavens, those competing forces were able to make peace with each other and
work together, as the (:7° min2°) X teaches regarding *x»w n°2 and 597 n°2:



Questions for Further Thought:
a. Can you think of other instances of o1 7102 01?7 Why do you think they were necessary?
b. Looking at Jewish history can you think of other reasons why this message of internal
harmony might be the primary lesson that the people had to absorb at this time?
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