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Translation: He did not pray in the city as it was filled with idols.

Explanation: While Moshe prayed previously for plagues to stop, this is the
first and only time he felt compelled to leave the city to do so. Our Musag
explains that he could not daven in the city as it was filled with idols. In
addition, this is the only plague in which the Torah uses the term o> nw>1» to
describe Moshe’s prayer instead of 7pyx or 77 ny.

Moshe felt a need to leave the city only during 772 because in this plague
Hashem had turned His attention to >x7w° 12 and announced the onset of the
unique relationship of Hxw> *7152 *12. Moshe thus tells 7y that | no longer
need to strongly beseech G-d — any - to be answered, but due to our close
father-son relationship I need only to open my hands in prayer and Hashem will
answer. However, this special relationship is dependent on 52w 12 acting as
Hashem’s children by completely rejecting idol worship, as a son can have only
one father. Therefore, before appealing to Hashem as a loving father by his
053 nw19, Moshe distanced himself from the idols found in the city.

Looking in the Pasuk: There are a number of peculiarities in the Pesukim that
speak of Pharoh requesting from Moshe to daven for the plagues to cease, and
Moshe’s subsequent prayer. First and foremost is the fact that Pharoh always
requests that the prayer should be an 7°ny. Moshe always complies and davens
with an 77°ny or a close facsimile. The only exception is 792 no»n where Moshe
tells Pharoh he will daven, and indeed he does, with a7 nw=7s. In addition, this

Is the only time where Moshe leaves the city to daven.



NOTES

Rashi’s explanation of why Moshe had to leave the city to daven for the plague to stop is taken
from the (71:2°) 727 w97 which teaches:
NOIWN NI 357 02X TINA HPHONAY YOI Awn 7°7 ROW IRM ,°DD DR WINDR YT DX ONREI 7WH POR AR
DOXIPW 992
The commentaries are bothered by the fact that this is not the first time that Moshe has davened in
Egypt. We find both in ¥y775% non and 27y non that Moshe davens and does not leave the city.

The y7ann answers that in fact in all instances Moshe davened outside the city due to the presence of
idols. However, the Torah did not record this because in the above m>on Pharoh did not ask for the
plagues to end immediately. In fact, the Torah tells us explicitly that both were only removed on the
following day. Therefore, it was not important for Moshe to tell Pharoh that he would first have to
leave the city as he had plenty of time to leave and daven the following day. However, by 772 non
where Pharoh asks for the plague to end immediately, it was incumbent upon Moshe to tell Pharoh
that he could not daven until he left the city?.

However, we may ask on the explanation of the j72»3 from 72% non. In 727K, Pharoh does not ask
for the plague to be removed only on the following day. Also, the haste in which Pharoh runs to
Moshe — 1781 nwn? X1P% 7v1o A - and the words he uses to describe the plague — 9 %91 (o7
717 NYan R — point to the fact that he wanted it removed immediately. And yet, Moshe does not tell
Pharoh that he would first have to leave the city! Of course, the 72n7 might answer that once he
told Pharoh during 712 non that he could not daven in the city, there was no need to tell him again.

A fascinating answer is provided by the o°non °naw in the name of the 21w p27. He bases his answer
on the fact that the deity of the Egyptians were their animals. Therefore, on most days the animals
were out in the fields, allowing Moshe to daven in the city. However, during 772 nan, the animals
were brought into the homes in the city (those left in the fields died). Therefore Moshe was not able
to daven in the city due to the presence of the animals/idols in the city?.

In addition to the above question I believe there is a deeper problem presented by the idea taught in
our Musag. If it is indeed problematic to daven in a city full of idols, how do we daven today in
cities where idols are present? There does not seem to be any mention in Halacha that one cannot
daven in a city in which there are idols.

I would like to present another possible answer by focusing on a textual anomaly found by 792 non.
When Pharoh asks Moshe to daven in order to stop the plagues, he always uses the same word to
describe the Tefilah: 3v°nys. Rashi in n"wxn2 700 explains the word to always refer to a strong and

! There seems to be a strong proof to the explanation of the 7722 from the xn>°> quoted by Rashi
in (X:2%) X2 nwID:
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The &n%°on seems to be teaching that all dialogue with Hashem took place outside of the city due to
the presence of idols, proving the y72»9’s contention.
However, we might deflect this proof due to the fact that the Pasuk on which the xn%°>»n comments
refers to Hashem speaking to Moshe, not Moshe davening to Hashem. The proof of the xn%°on is
that if we find even one instance where Moshe had to leave the city in order to speak to Hashem,
most certainly Hashem would not speak to Moshe in any instance - and certainly not when relaying
the very first Mitzvah given to the Jewish people - in a place where idols were present. If so, we
have no proof that every time Moshe davened he was compelled to leave the city.
2 This answer, however, would conflict with the xn%>5» brought in the previous footnote.
3 There are four n1on in which 7v1o ask Moshe to daven for the 7on to end. See 7:1 by y719%, 72:1 by
29y, mo:v by 793, and 1:° by 729X,



consistent pleading®: (X2:73 n*wX12) X7 127) 77397 1Y 0y 1IwH 92,18 miX). The word is
therefore completely appropriate to describe Pharoh’s desperate pleas for the plagues to cease and
his request for Moshe to pray with power and persistence. In three out of the four instances in
which Pharoh uses this word in his request, Moshe seems to answer in kind. In ¥719% the Torah tells
us (m:m)’a X nwn pyy, the word pyx» a strong parallel to the word any». Both by 29y and by n29x
Moshe answers with the exact wording: ' 5x anv>1. However, in 772, the pattern is upset. The Torah
tells us that Moshe answered Pharoh’s request differently: ‘71 %X *53 nX wasr and 775X 193 w157
(37:v). Instead of answering in kind with a 7%°on that could be described as powerful and persistent,
Moshe offers exactly the opposite, a description of a 7%°5n that can be termed almost passive, a
simple opening in of the hands to G-d, almost like a pauper opening his hand to ask for charity?®.
What changed?

According to an idea we have previously presented®, 772 non introduced the set of mon we term
2R, As explained this plague heralded a new message which would ultimately culminate with
mm52a non. The previous plagues had been focused on punishing the Egyptians, while here Hashem
begins the final redemption by turning to >x7w° 12 and sending them a message. It is thus the first
time that Hashem speaks of the Jewish mission to the world — y=&: 922 *»w 990 1917 — and thus
makes it clear that we are His chosen people — 5xw» >7152 "12.

Moshe fully understands the enormity of the change that has transpired, and the new relationship
that has been created. Hashem has drawn close to the Jewish people, for if we are His 12 then He is
no longer our N7X, but our ax. Moshe relates this change to 7v19 by telling him that we no longer
have to pray with force and persistence to a distant master; we now have the ability to reach out to a
close and beneficent father. No longer is 77°ny our only mode of communication, but rather we, at
times, need only to simply open our hands and Hashem will answer our prayers’.

This relationship will, however, always be two sided. For only when we act as sons will Hashem
act in kind as a father. While a slave may have many masters, a son only has one father. Therefore,
only when we reject 711 7712y can we hope to thereby achieve the status of 0>°p%x 1% onk 0212, For
this reason Moshe, when reaching out to G-d with a simple, almost passive, request — 155 nX w19
— feels compelled to distance himself from the idols present in the city. If we truly wish to achieve
the exalted status of the chosen children we too must do our part to chose G-d and only G-d®.

Perhaps for this reason the only other time the term 5> w191 is used in 77an is during the
dedication ceremony of the w7pni n°2 as the (23:11 & 0°3%1) X*21 writes:

DMWT 1793 WD DRI Dap02 733 M N 197 nhHYY Thyn
Only when we dedicate ourselves solely to Hashem and build Him a dwelling among us does
Hashem shower His fatherly love upon us and answer our every prayer.

4 Rav S. R. Hirsch writes: any related to 2n7, to bore into, nanmn, breaking-in. Hence ny a
penetrating prayer and request. Also see Rashi on 15:v nwaw where he writes: 1727 ...7%°502 ynRn:
595n:75.
> See 77 NTINM 0N 22:11 X 2°291, Who writes: 7om DR 7172 1170 woM
® See Musag on 72:0
7 In other words, until now Moshe had been dealing solely with the 1771 n which sought to punish
the Egyptians. For this reason his 1%°5n had to be a powerful one in order to overturn the 1771 n7.
To accomplish this he required an 77°ny, the the x7n) teaches:

DOPTX 2w 075N 2,217 DIAn aRIANT 79T AT NV R 27NV DOPYTX DW IN90N T9wnl nY [Py 7R
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However, as Hashem turns His attention to the redemption of the Jewish people, >»r7 N is
activated (the ice covering the fire) allowing Moshe to stop the plague without the need for 57 ny.



Questions for Further Thought:
a. In729x non why do you think Moshe reverted back to 77°ny and did not suffice with nw»»
1937
b. In what ways can we show that we choose G-d? Are there things we do that might call into
question whether we truly trust only in Him?



