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Translation:

Hashem consulted His court due to His exceeding humility.

Explanation:

Although we had previously learned the lesson of humility when Hashem said
07X 7wy, the Torah here is teaching that one should be exceedingly humble.
The first lesson was to include others in a decision that affects them even
though you have the ability to act without their consent. Thus Hashem
consulted the angels regarding the creation of man as they might be jealous.
The Torah here is teaching that one should aspire to even higher levels of
humility, and never judge others by himself, but always seek the insight of
others as well. An additional lesson regarding judging others was taught in a
previous Pasuk — mxa% 71 797 - in which Rashi teaches the importance of
judging others only after we personally see and thus understand the situation.
Looking in the Pasuk:

Our Musag is commenting on the fact that the Pasuk uses the plural form when
Hashem speaks of going down to mix the languages of the tower builders.
Who, wonders Rashi, was Hashem consulting with, and why would He feel a

need to consult them in His decision?



NOTES

The first difficulty we encounter with Rashi here is his use of the word exceeding humility. As we
will see in similar commentaries, Rashi did not add the word exceeding; we wonder why he felt the
need to do so here. However, much more difficult is to find Rashi’s source. There is no Chazal
which matches Rashi’s explanation, leaving us truly perplexed as to from where Rashi learned this?

This Pasuk is referenced in the (:n% P17710) X3 which teaches:
X277 .0A982 DTN DR D278 KI27 (ANINY) 1A% QTR WY1, ITO8 JN2WN 22100 1POW 1P 93 AN 220 K
....27A07 DRY YT DR DRAY 77 700,200 oW 92 77
The &7n3x teaches us that every Pasuk in the Torah which a heretic might use to prove his heresy (by
saying there is more than one God) the refutation to his claim is written immediately afterwards.
The x7n3 brings a number of examples, one being our Pasuk and another a previous Pasuk in nw-s
nwx12. The & na continues and asks why the Torah would use wording which seems to infer that
God acts in partnership with others. The X723 answers:
TV NI (7 PRAIT) MR L,T0UA HW ROND THN1 13 O KOR D27 AW KRNI TN WITRA PR (I 027 0RT
RNORY TWTP MRNIY RPAND
Rav Yochanan says Hashem does not act unless He consults with His Heavenly Court, as it is
written, “The matter is by the decree of the angels, and the sentence by the word of the Holy Ones”
We thus learn that when deciding whether to punish the builders of the tower, He will consult with
the angels before acting. Why He would do so is, however, not stated. Rashi inserts the reason as
being a result of Hashem's exceeding humility. Again, we ask, where did Rashi learn this from?

There is a somewhat similar Rashi found in n*wx12 nw1s where he explains the first Pasuk brought
by the above x73, in which Hashem says (10 109 & p99) o7k qwyi. Rashi there also explains why
the plural term is used:
23 72°97 ,12 X3P DOIXPRT MNTA X DINTY 97 1NN ATR7 XIT T2 WITRT 2Y InnY 078 APYd
TRIP U 07,0002 NI PR oK L, NINTD 0011°%va v 007 ek ,nwn Dol 9% R)9nD2 1R A8 ...0032
YR AR
STV DT PR TT TR29R 23020 v XD L0172 00971 eR? oipn v ,in7x0a ymvin Xow 0n Hy AR .o78 Ayl
Jney oy KPR LI1T N2 oy 1270 7Y uTe? XD oTR TRYN 20D aR) J0pD 1 MY Ui 1701 21730 R
YINT27Y 2003 KDY ,7078T DX 2°708 K227 (K27 P10D2) 782 712303 D010 N2IWM
In the above passages from Rashi (I do not know why Rashi splits them into two sections), Rashi
mentions twice the idea of Hashem's humility. In fact, Rashi stresses the point that the Torah felt
that the lesson of humility was so critical that it should be taught even at the risk of giving heretics
ammunition for their heresy. Here too, however, we are challenged to understand from where Rashi
knew this.

There is a (1:1) 727 w271 which is most probably Rashi’s source:

AW 13,017 01 92 AWK AN 777 77INT DR 2N AW AW IYVwa AR NI 227 oW 1an 02 PRI °27
20°1°1% 179 79N T3 ANKR T2 22T 1127 1PIDT AR 1ININTI 1APR TR WY1 2O9K RN MR AT 21097
YA CIR D2IVPY DO91TA RY LONRDAW T17 QTRT L,AWN 772P0 12 KR V0 My a3 2102 17 IR 2870
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While not explicitly using the word may, the Midrash does teach us that the lesson the word 7wy
was coming to teach was one of humility. The second passage of Rashi is clearly taken directly
from the Midrash as is evidenced by the use of the words jupi 12 nwA v 71737 In addition, Rashi
seems to be referencing the above &3 as well when he comments that 17°¥2 712105 o°1°%0 n2Wwn.

However, the first passage of Rashi is baffling. While the idea of humility can be traced to the wnn
1727, the entire conversation between Hashem and the angels is not found anywhere in Chazal.
Perhaps we might answer that Rashi created the dialogue to explain how the Midrash could apply
the lesson of the o°1vpi 1 Mwn oo o173, The entire idea of asking permission is only applicable
if the other party cares. Why, wondered Rashi, might the angels care if God creates Man? The



answer, explains Rashi, is that the angels might be jealous of something else being created in God’s
image. For this reason God ‘consults’ with the angels - o2 7911 - at the same time taking
permission - mwA Y1 - not really asking for their permission but explaining to them why He is
creating man: 121 7 221%y1a w. Thus we learn that even though one might be more powerful
than his fellow and can do as he wishes, if the weaker party will be affected, it is a 77210 777 to
consult and explain.

We may now understand the Rashi on our Pasuk and our Musag. Rashi explains the usage of the
plural in the word 7771 in the same vein as the word w1, Both are used to teach humility.
However, there are two problems that Rashi must deal with. First, if the Torah already taught us
this lesson in o7x w1, why should the Torah write it again? Why give the heretics more
ammunition? Second, in the case of o7& nwvi it made perfect sense to consult with the angels as the
decision to create Man impacted them directly. But why should the angels care if Hashem decided
to mix up the languages of the tower builders? Why include them in the decision?

Rashi answers the two questions with one simple answer; 7305 1nimavn. In truth there is no need to
ask the angels for the reason we mentioned above. However, even so Hashem felt that there was a
lesson to be learned. The lesson is that one should be exceedingly humble and ask others for their
opinion even if they will not be affected by the decision. This is, therefore, a higher level of
humility than the one learned from o7& 7wy1, and an important lesson for the Torah to teach.

One should always be aware of the fact that the way he sees a certain situation may not be the way
that others see it. This lesson is taught in (7 7awn 7 p75) Maxk noon where YRynw° 1 teaches: 17 °7n 7%
IR RPN T 17 PRV 7m0, Even though Hashem can judge by Himself, he uses this opportunity to
teach this lesson of exceeding humility to others.

This Pasuk thus becomes the second in this event in which Hashem teaches a lesson to all those
who judge others. The Torah in 11,09 had taught of the need for every person to never draw
conclusions about another’s behavior until he sees the situation firsthand and understands the
factors that led to that decision, as Rashi comments®: 12 1%"w >72. This lesson as well is taught in
(7 7awn 2 po) Mar where HX°9n3 127 says: 1ipn? 3w 7Y 7720 DY PTR 9R).

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Why do you think that it is specifically here that the Torah chose to teach lessons in judging
others?
b. Do you think there is value in asking for the opinions of others if you do not plan on
listening to their advice?

1 The Midrash Tanchumah (i 1m°0), which is Rashi’s source reads:

PRI RDW 77 727 M ROWI 1T DR 30 ROW N02b oo
Interestingly, Rashi adds the word >3 in his commentary, explaining why it is important for the
judge to see for himself, as that is the only way he may truly understand the situation and
accurately evaluate the action.



