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Translation:
Due to their dearness to Him, He counts them often.

Explanation:

The people of Israel are counted three times before Hashem rests His presence
upon them. Each time was after an event that served to actually ‘filter’ the people.
The first was the ‘furnace’ of Egypt and finally 72 non, which eliminated those
unworthy of redemption. The second were the punishments meted out after the
277177 23y, in which any person who had in any way worshipped the 93y died. Again, all
those who had any defect of idol worship within them were ‘filtered’ out. And
finally, the last filter was the building of the 10w in which the proximity to Hashem’s
abode acted as a filter which removed all those who could not withstand the
demands of such a holy environment.

The fact that Hashem cared to count us after each such event reveals how dear we
are to Him, just as one cares to count his wheat in order to know the amount from
which he will benefit. Even though Hashem does not need this census, He
commands Moshe to count the people in order to let the people know how dear
they are to Him. Pithily put, He counts us to let us know that to Him we count?.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The commentaries wonder why Rashi chose to explain the reason for the census
here and not on the following Pasuk in which the command to count the people is
mentioned?.

1 See Notes 2
2 See Notes 1



NOTES

1. It is rather strange that Rashi should write his commentary on this Pasuk. After all, the first
Pasuk does not yet tell us what Hashem commands Moshe, only the date on which He spoke to
him. It would seem more appropriate for Rashi to wait until the next Pasuk in which Hashem
commands Moshe to count the people to tell us of Hashem’s 172°1 for Hxw> 595, Why did Rashi
comment here?

Our Musag focuses on the fact that Hashem counted Sxw=° 12 on three different occasions. While
this in itself is not particularly worthy of note, what caught the attention of Chazal was the fact that
these three countings took place within a very short span of time: one year and one month. Thus,
the term vw 25 Jmx 73w should not be taken to mean that Hashem counts them constantly — as
three times would certainly not justify such a conclusion — but rather that He, at one point, counted
them frequently, that is to say multiple times within a short time span.

What were the three times? Rashi points to the counting when they left o>1%n, in which the Pasuk
tells us:
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The third counting takes place here one year and one month after the first counting. When the
second counting - which Rashi tells us was to ascertain how many remained after the sin of the
Golden Calf — took place is somewhat unclear. Most probably it refers to the counting that took
place in Xwn > nw1o in which a Ypwn n>xnn was given as a contribution towards the fashioning of
the o°17x for the 1own.3 The fact that this counting took place sometime after m°5 a1 in the first
year after leaving o>xn, tells us that less than seven months had elapsed between the second and
third counting.

What is truly amazing is that the sum of the second counting — 603,550 — is exactly the same as the
sum of the third counting in our Parsha*. While the Ramban here discusses this phenomena and
how it could have happened, the fact that the numbers were identical helps us understand Rashi.
One might mistakenly think that the counting here and in Xwn *> were the same census, the proof
being the identical numbers. If so, two censuses within 13 months, one upon leaving Egypt and this
counting, would not prove our Musag. Only from the fact that the Torah tells us that this counting
took place after the erecting of the 10w, in the second month of the second year, do we understand
that this was a different counting than the counting for the a°17x which took place before the jown
was built. Therefore, Rashi taught our Musag on this Pasuk, for only from this Pasuk do we know
that indeed vw %22 10X 7397,

2. There are many questions regarding this Rashi and the meaning of our Musag:
a. If Hashem is counting the people here as a prerequisite to His resting His 712w among them,
why does Hashem wait a full month after the erecting of the 1own to count them?
b. Why does counting x> »1a display m2°an? Many answer by comparing our Musag to one
who loves money and sits and counts his coins obsessively even though he knows how many he
has. However, this comparison is false. Here Hashem counts the people each time for a very
specific reason as Rashi teaches. Also, counting them three times could hardly be compared to
one who is obsessed with his wealth and counts his coins incessantly.
c. Surely Hashem knows how many people there are, so why the need to count them?
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In order to understand we must look for Rashi’s source. While there does not seem to be a Midrash
that precisely matches Rashi’s wording, the xmmin wa7n offers insight into Rashi’s thinking:
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The Midrash speaks of one counting his wheat when he puts it into storage and when he removes it
from storage. It is quite obvious that the purpose of this second counting is to ascertain exactly how
much wheat remains, as some wheat spoils or is eaten by rodents. This is important to him because
he plans on benefiting from the wheat, necessitating an exact accounting. If he did not receive
benefit from the wheat he would not bother recounting as it would serve no purpose. If we are to
apply this Swn to our Pasuk it would teach us that we are dear to Hashem because we serve Him.
He counts us to show us that we are important to Him and that our service is meaningful to Him. In
effect, He does not count us for His benefit, but for ours.

If we are to analyze the wn even further we would understand not only why we are counted but
also when. Just like the wheat is counted when being taken out of storage, so too 5w °12 were
counted when they were taken out of Egypt. In addition, at any juncture in which the wheat might
have undergone a change of status that might have reduced its numbers, it would be counted again.
So too 2x7w» »12. Hashem will display His love for us by recounting us whenever a change of
numbers might have taken place. This is the meaning of nyw %52 1M nn.

Therefore the commentary of Rashi becomes easily understood. Leaving o> x» was the first time
we are counted, as we enter the service of Hashem and begin to benefit Him. After the sin of the 2y
Hashem counts us again as the sin and its resulting punishment necessitated a new census. Later,
there was yet another event which affected the status of the people, potentially reducing their
numbers, and thus necessitating a third census. This was the building of the jown.

To explain why the building of the jown should be considered such an event we must understand
the impact the 1own had on the people.
The Pasuk at the beginning of (X°:12 &7p"1) *Mpna nwAo says:
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And | will place My Sanctuary among you and My Spirit will not reject you.
The Pasuk is extremely difficult to understand. The previous o°p10o spoke of a time when the
people were doing the will of Hashem: 121 13%n °mipna or, and that they would be rewarded with the
building of the 1own and the ensuing close relationship with Hashem: (2> aw) 033102 *na%anm. It
would seem we are talking about a very ideal time, thus leading us to be rather shocked when
Hashem tells them that He will not reject them: oonx w1 Svan &91. Why would we think that
Hashem would reject them?

The answer is that when Hashem comes to live in our neighborhood, so to speak, His expectations
regarding our behavior rise accordingly. This is reflected in the words of 11 when they teach us in
(:X2p) M2 noon :
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¢ Even though we usually hear this 5117 as reading 12>78 av p7p71 772apn, this exact wording does
not actually appear in 9”m. The closest | could find was in the (xvwn 17 P22 nwAD) SNynw VP
which reads: 7vwn vIT2 12°9K DRI QY KT N2 WTPA PIRTAY.



Just being in close proximity to the 710w is in itself a true test which only the righteous can
withstand. Hashem’s presence acts as a type of purification process, which cleanses away’ all those
who do not rise to the required standard. Therefore Hashem informs us that if 15%n *mpna then you
will merit having my n1>w among you without worrying about the proximity to Hashem causing
Hashem to reject you.

Before Hashem is ready to finally rest His 730w upon us, before He is ready to walk among us —
(2> Poo) 00N *na2onm — He first places His 1own within us — (X° 2109) 035102 *30wn *nni. This
building of the 1own is thus the final stage of selection, which takes place on the first of 10°1 one
month before He comes wn»ow mwia> with the final counting.

Thus, in the end result, the people of Israel are counted three times before Hashem rests His
presence upon them®. Each time was after an event that served to actually “filter’ the people. The
first was the ‘furnace’ of Egypt® and finally qwin nan, which eliminated those unworthy of
redemption. The second were the punishments'® meted out after the 27171 %3, in which any person
who had in any way worshipped the 3y died. Again, all those who had any defect of idol worship
within them were ‘filtered’ out. And finally, the last filter was the building of the ow» in which the
proximity to Hashem’s abode acted as a filter which removed all those who could not withstand the
demands of such a holy environment. The fact that Hashem cared to count us after each such event
reveals how dear we are to Him, just as one cares to count his wheat in order to know the amount
from which he will benefit. Even though Hashem does not need this census, He commands Moshe
to count the people in order to let the people know how dear they are to Him. Pithily put, He counts
us to let us know that to Him we count.

Questions for Further Thought:

a. If counting >x7w» °12 shows how dear they are to Hashem, why does counting them directly
cause a plague? And, if for some reason counting the people is so dangerous, why didn’t
Hashem find another way to display his affection?

b. Do you think the concept of counting things to show how dear they are to us might apply to
other nmxn that require counting such as 2w n°o0?

7 It is therefore completely accurate to use the word *wo1 Svan. For Hashem’s closeness acts as a
process of 7%va7, in the same fashion as one who burns away impurity from a vessel. This is
consistent with Rashi’s comment on this Pasuk: 1272 ¥1723 127 nv>9s 1705 vy 92.
& This would explain why Rashi does not mention the counting that takes place after the episode of
Korach (x1-x 12 P75 onio nwan). There too the people are counted and the reason given (see Rashi
O IR M 177 K:10) parallels our Midrash here. Why did Rashi ignore this counting? According
to our thinking, however, the multiple countings mentioned by Rashi were only to lead up to the
TOWR NOwn.
® The Novi (X1 7109 11 P19 X @°271) calls 2»n» the 2127 7, the iron furnace.
10 Rashi, on pw™ 777 2:2% mnaw , quotes the X3 in (.71) 771 72y which compares these
punishments to the waters which test the unfaithful wife.
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