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Translation:
Their final judgment was only sealed because of theft.
Explanation:
The generation of the flood sinned by worshiping idols, behaving
immorally and by stealing. While the first two are much more severe than
the third, their fate was sealed only because of the theft. Even given the
severity of idol worship, Hashem waits for man to repent. However, once
they constantly stole from each other, losing any sense of unity and
exhibiting a loss of the most basic human morality, Hashem realized they
would no longer repent and brought the flood.
Looking in the Pasuk:
The Pesukim immediately preceding our Pasuk, when read together with
our Pasuk, seem to be contradictory. For at first the Pasuk tells us that the
people sinned by worshipping idols, acting immorally, and by stealing.
The next Pasuk tells us that Hashem saw the idolatry and immorality. And,
finally, our Pasuk tells us that Hashem brought the flood because they
stole from each other. Additionally, the words awa 9> v seem superfluous.
Our Musag explains that while they were punished for the idolatry and the
immorality, it was the sin of theft that convinced G-d that they had

reached the point of no return, sealing their fate.



NOTES

The source for Rashi’s commentary is the (.fip 1"77710) X723 which teaches:
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It is clear, however, that this was not the only sin committed by the generation of the flood. On the
Pasuk (x> P109) PR 2109 yaRa nrwn) the (.11 aw) xna teaches?:
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In addition, according to the 1p> >%2, the following Pasuk seems to focus only on these two sins:
TAR1 AT QYYAY ,222 TPV 77927 % 1727 7 N2 AR PRY 77 372V AT, A0 337 PIRT DR 2OP9R KON
T 1977 DR W2 92 NPAwn 007 1272 TINART PV 0D .0272 ORIW° N2 DX 019N Nt (T 9RPINY) 8T Tava
7M7Y 923 77172 1977 ROPIW DAY 190

There are, therefore, two basic questions asked by many of the commentators:

1. Why would the sin of stealing be considered so terrible that it should be the one sin that
brought the flood and caused the destruction of the world?

2. ltis clear to us that the sins of idol worship and immoral behavior are more severe than
stealing. Not only are they capital offenses, whereas stealing is only a nwyn &5, they are two
of the instances where one is required to die rather than transgress. How can it be that it is
the sin of stealing, rather than those two cardinal sins, which brings the flood??

The answer is found in a more careful reading of our Musag. The Musag does not say that they
were only punished for the sin of theft. But, rather, that the sin of theft ‘sealed’ their fate, 27 onm
o7, That is to say that while the sins of idolatry and immorality were the reasons they were
punished, as 2° mo» teaches, it was the sin of theft that convinced G-d that the punishment must be
carried out.

However, we must still explain why this would be so. Why should the sin of onn be the seal on the
judgment? We might answer that there is a fundamental difference between idolatry or immorality
and theft. The first two are spiritual laws not self-evident or necessarily logical. However, theft is a
social law; it is immediately evident to any human being that stealing is wrong. While spiritual laws
seek to refine and elevate our moral fiber, social laws speak to our basic sense of human morality.
Therefore, even thought they were deserving of punishment for corrupting their spiritual selves, as
long as their basic moral compass was not compromised, Hashem could hope for change and
repentance. However, once theft became commonplace — onn yxI 092 2 — it became apparent
that they had lost their sense of humanity and that repentance for their spiritual transgression would
not be possible, effectively sealing their fate. This is what Hashem is conveying when He says yp
>19% X2 w2 2. Hashem is telling Noach that even though He would usually give mankind time to
repent, they have reached the end of the line, a point of no return, aw2 %> yp, and therefore °117
annwn.

Even though | believe the above is correct, I would like to add a slightly different explanation that
lends itself perfectly to a novel reading of the Pasuk. There is another stark difference between

1 Rashi (nmwny 777 8 P109) quotes this xws.

2 This question is actually apparent from the Pesukim themselves. In x> 709, the sins of idol
worship, immorality and theft are mentioned. In 2° m05, however, we are told that Hashem saw
only the first two. Then, in » p05, we are told that Hashem is destroying the world because of the
third!



idolatry, immorality and theft. Both idolatry® and immorality are subject to the powerful pull of the
¥ 17 7% as they both provide instant gratification. When one is caught in their clutches, it becomes
incredibly difficult to extricate oneself. However, theft in general does not provide instant
gratification as the stolen money or object usually will only be of benefit at a later time. Therefore,
immorality and idolatry are often momentary lapses, terrible as they might be, leading to deep
regret immediately after the sin is committed. However, one who steals and retains the stolen
goods, is totally ignoring the fact that he will one day pay dearly for his sin. He usually has ample
time to contemplate his lapse in moral judgment but chooses not to correct his sin. One of the most
powerful tools for repentance, an>»a oy 12 Mar 4, does not influence him, making the odds of 72wn
slim indeed. Therefore, the fact that they stole simply implied that there would be almost no chance
for repentance for either the 791 772y or nyaw "9, thus sealing their judgment.

The 1> *93 beautifully weaves this idea into the text of our Pasuk. The Pasuk tells us yp m® 7 anx»
131 AN IR 1M DP9 DN PIRT RPN 3 0195 X2 w1 2. The words at the beginning of the Pasuk yp
*19% X2 w2 9o seem extra as the Pasuk reads perfectly without them: onm KT IR [12 17 08"
YIRT DR anonwn C2m anion. The text itself also seems a bit strange as the words °19% 82 w2 95 yp
seem to have no significance. The 1> *75 explains that the term w2 9> yp refers to that which is the
literally the end of all flesh, the day of death. He reads the Pasuk to be telling us that Hashem told
i that the ‘day of death’ — 2wa %5 v — came before me — °19% X2 — to complain that the people paid
him no heed. Therefore, as explained above, Hashem tells 11, I am compelled to destroy the world
as Hashem was now convinced they would not repent. The 2> *2> continues and comments that this
explains why Hashem waited for the seven days of mourning for n5winn to end before bringing the
flood.> Hashem had hoped the people might realize when contemplating the passing of r>winn that
even a great 7% will also one day face judgment, and perhaps this would stir them to pay attention
to the nnoni av.

A third approach would be to highlight the difference between this generation and the generation of
922 7. Why here were the people destroyed whereas there they were simply dispersed? Rashi
(a¥577 owm 777 v PIOD X* P9) quotes the which asks this question and teaches: %727 w7
720D 19R) PV T2 WD X7 19X ,73790 117 D¢ IR Diann 217 DY ,awp i1 08 °2) ,820 07 phn oo PRY 1Y
ATINI 77,0703 W AT DI 1T 21300 T RN ,02197 1 37283 N2 98] 0O 19K) 12 NIy Ry
:02%a 2173 NPOORT MINIPY nTN% L 0OT0R 0127 NOR TR MKW ,00°°2 NIV 72K 20371 17 19K)

The Midrash teaches us that the sins of the 13791171 117 were greater than those of the ,12nm M7,
however since they lived in harmony Hashem overlooked their rebellion against Him. On the other

% We do not understand the =71 7% for idol worship. This is because the drive to worship idols was
removed, as the & mx in (:vo) &n1 teaches. In fact, the xanx in (:2p) 7710 relates that *wk 27 once
disparaged the king mwan in front of his students. That night nwin appeared to him in a dream and
asked him questions in 712%7 that *wx 21 could not answer. When *wx 27 asked him why he
worshiped idols nwaa answered him that if *wx 27 had lived at that time he would have lifted the
hem of his garment to run and overtake mwin to worship idols.
4 See . m2M2
> See 7”05 1 P19 and Rashi nvaw 1w oonh % a77.
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hand, since the %12»11 717 stole from each other and lacked unity, Hashem did not overlook their sins
of idol worship and immorality and punished them accordingly.’

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Do you think people should be more severely punished for spiritual laws or for
logical/social laws? What is Judaism’s opinion?
b. Where else do we find unity being central to serving Hashem?

’ This idea goes well with our first answer. Once people live in peace and harmony, following basic
human morality, Hashem is willing to overlook their sins in the hope that they will soon repent.



