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Translation: Once T7n1 now came and built the wpna n°a, Hashem said, “Now the
work of heaven and earth is complete.”
Explanation: The purpose of creation was to lower Hashem’s 71°5w from the

heavens to earth. However, Hashem’s 131°0w is hidden, a%v31, within our world, our
a?1v, imbedded within nature. Therefore, in order to complete the mission of
creation, Hashem waits for man to use the physical world for spiritual purposes. This
uncovers the spiritual hidden within the natural and is the true o%w np°n. The
building of the wpni n°a was thus the final realization of the purpose of creation, the
ultimate nwy7p afforded to physical objects, wherein the 2°ow of Hashem was clearly
felt on earth.

Man thus became a partner to Hashem in creation, mirroring Hashem’s acts in order
to achieve the Divine purpose. The max>» v”% which were used to build the pwn
shadowed Hashem'’s acts of creation, explaining why the architect of the 1own was
called Hx>x2, one who acted as a shadow of Hashem, and why we rest from the v
MR when we seek to imitate Hashem’s resting from creation.

Looking in the Pasuk: The Midrash was bothered by the word mwy% at the end of
the Pasuk?®. The Pasuk should have read mwyy 872 “wx, as the prefix 2 connotes a
future action, whereas the Pasuk speaks of Hashem resting from that which He had
already done. In addition, the Pasuk in x°21 tells us 7ox%1m 23 o%wm, hinting at other
7o8on that was finished. The Midrash answers that indeed creation was not

completed until mn%w, whose name means complete, built the wpnn n.

1 See Rashi who explains according to the 727 wan.



NOTES

Our Musag teaches that the creation of the world was only considered completed upon completion
of the wpni n°a. The question is why should this be so? What connection is there between creation
and the wpni n°a?

Interestingly, we do find a few strong connections? between creation and the 1ow». The strongest

connection is the (.71 m>72) X3 which tells us that the architect of the pwn knew how to combine

the letters with which Hashem created the world:
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The very name 5x%x3, which means in the shadow of Hashem, also tells us that 7&%x2’s actions
closely matched those of Hashem. How do the two connect?

We know that there are 39 categories of creative acts forbidden on naw. These categories of moxo,
are learned from the building of the own. The question is: What is the connection between the
building of the jown and the prohibition to do work on naw?

On the most basic level we may answer that the Torah tells us that Hashem rested on the seventh
day from the 77087 He had done on the six previous days. Therefore when we rest on naw we too
refrain from doing n1ox%n as the Pasuk teaches:
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However, the Torah does not tell us what constitutes a 7ox%n. In order to define a 7ox%» we turn to
the building of the 1ow» where the term 79897 is used?® referring to the creative acts which were used
to build the 1own. We therefore use the building of the 1own as a source to define the word 72877 in
naw m>ao:, but do not assume any meaningful connection between the two.

There is, however, a closer connection. The purpose of creation was to infuse the n1°ow, the spirit of
G-d within our world. The building of the Mishkan served the very same purpose, wpn *% 1w
(m:72 mnaw) oona *niow. Therefore, the creative acts that fashioned the Mishkan were the very same
creative acts (on a metaphysical plane) that Hashem used to create the world. If so, when Hashem
rested from His creative acts He was actually resting from the max5» v7%. On naw we rest as
Hashem did, refraining from doing those very same maxon.

We might ask why the Mishkan would have to do that which creation already accomplished. What
did the building of the 1own add?

One possible answer is that after the %xvi7 X the presence of Hashem in the world was diminished
therefore requiring the building of the Mishkan to reinstate the 735w within creation®. Additionally,
we may answer that while Hashem, through His acts of creation, infused His presence into the
natural world this was not the end of the creation process. This is because Hashem’s presence in the

2 There are textual connections between the Mishkan and creation. For example:
131 ORINT72) YIRT) 2 19271 K K2 nwRI2
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And,
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% Fascinatingly, the (:t» naw) X3 informs us the the term 17ax9» appears in the Torah 39 times!
+This would work well with the opinion of Rashi that the commandment to build the Mishkan was
given only after the sin of the 27717 %3v. However, the Rambam does not agree with Rashi,
preferring to follow the order of the Torah in which the building of the Mishkan precedes the story
of the %3v. Therefore, this answer would not work with the Rambam’s opinion.



world is hidden®, imbedded within nature. Man’s mission is to extract the spiritual from the
material — which is, in essence, the entire concept of nw17p — finding holy purpose for even the most
physical of things. The building of the Mishkan was thus the compete fulfillment of this mission,
the crowning achievement of creation, and therefore its construction required the very same v
MR,

Indeed this is the message of our Musag: mwy? ,0°p2x &12 "wX. Hashem did His part in the creation
of the world, infusing the natural world with the n1ow. And then, nwy?, He waits for man to do his
part in completing the creation by using that very natural world, and the holiness imbedded within,
to build a home for the now.

The above idea is reflected beautifully in the following (.no o°nos) m:
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The wipnn naais called the house of 2py>. The X 13 seems to be telling us that both omnax and priye
saw G-d in ways that did not connect them to the w7pnn n>a. This is because they both saw Hashem
within nature — a 777 or a 77w — but 2py> saw the n1ow within a house, %% n°a. His message to the
world was mwy?, that man’s mission is to extricate Hashem from within nature and build Him a
home.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Can you think of other examples where Hashem leaves it up to man to ‘correct’ or put the
finishing touches on parts of creation?
b. Now that we have no w7pni 02 how do you think one might build a ‘home’ for Hashem?

5 The world is therefore called o1y from the shoresh ».5.v, which means to hide.



