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Translation:

Whoever davens for his friend, and he needs the same thing, he is
answered first.

Explanation:

Even though o712k and 77w were childless, when o7nax davened for
T91°aR he was focused only on the need of 7%»°ax. It did not occur to
07172R to add a short 7900 for himself as he thought only of the pain and
suffering of others?. This incredible level of o>7orm M3 was the 771 of
0772R, which was set into the Jewish people as one of the pillars on which
the world stands. When oimax davened in this way for 99102k, displaying
this character trait at the highest possible level, Hashem answered o772x
first, leading to the birth of prx>.3 Our Musag is teaching us the level of
care and feeling we should have for others and the reward for such
behavior.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The Torah should have written 772 DX '77 729", but instead wrote 5 M.
This use of the past tense was meant to instruct us to connect what is
written here to the previous incident recorded. We therefore connect
7IW’s being answered to 07772K’s davening for 792°2X and his being
answered, teaching us that 77w was answered before 7772x.

1 See Note #1
2 See Note #2
3 See Note #3



NOTES

1. The source for Rashi’s commentary on this Pasuk is the (.2x X»p &22) X773 which teaches:
INMIRY T7IX RIT 1AM DY 2700 Wpana 9 11320 MART (2277 71 190Rn) RN KT XIA LM 02 7279 82D R
NINR DR 7 KAV 7Y 19925072 2R MAw IR 2w M (272 21K) 120037 97K 209000 7Iv1 X ,02T
PMITARY NWR DRI ORI DR O°77-K RO 29-KT 2R 07712R 52507 ("2 NPWRI2) (XD RIAR RIXY QN7
S79m9AR DR ON2R MR AWK LN MR WRD 7 DR TRD MY (R7I DwRN2) 12001 L[]
What is important to notice is that the & nx did not use the concept of 1210 to explain the
connection between the birth of pnx> and the incident with 79»°ar. The X3 seems to be supporting
the connection from the words ;172K %K wKd, which they understand to be referring to o772K’s
prayers on 772°2x’s behalf. Why then, we might ask, did Rashi choose to insert the idea of p21mo to
create the connection? This is doubly puzzling when we consider the fact that Rashi rarely uses
7210 mostly because they are not “xpn Hw 1w1ws leaving us to wonder why he would bring it up
here when the X3 itself did not®. And, even more so, we might argue that here there is no reason
whatsoever to apply the 7wn7 of 1210, because the two incidents are reported in the Torah in close
proximity simply due to the fact that they happened one after the other!®

However, it is clear that Rashi here is not relying solely on the 1210 from the fact that Rashi
towards the end of his commentary on this Pasuk adds: n& X9 o71p 122 75w "W DX 70 "M
Tomar. Rashi adds that we know that 7w was answered first from the fact that the Torah says '1
79, In the past tense. Without this we would know that the nvwns were somehow connected and
we might even know that 77w was answered together with 72°ax 7, however in order to know that
7w was answered first we must infer this from the word 75 in the past tense. We may now ask, if
so why did Rashi need the idea of 121m0? The answer is because if not for the fact that the Torah
recorded the proximity of the incidents | would not know how to understand the fact that the word
7D was written in the past tense.

In summary, it is the word 7p», written in the past tense, that informs us that the Torah is trying to
teach us a lesson®. To understand what that lesson is we look at the previous incident recorded and
are led to the message taught by our Musag.

4 See our comments on (>:77) X1 w1, note #1
> There are other sources which connect the two nyw1s. One is the (1:31) 727 w17 which teaches:
T0I2IW T, IT AYIIN NP RO ANV SWRA O8N0 KD OX) (77 92712) 2200 PR 020 MR 7 DR TR0 M
SIPONW 1T IR T NREM TonCaR YW 102 avio hw Nk
However, this is not Rashi’s source as it does not mention the idea of davening for 7%»°ar. Another
possible source is the (7> 12°0) ®mman w77 which teaches:
KD MRV 1Y DINARY TPID 19777 PHY 2°AM SNRDANI YW T2R%AR DY 0199 99507 012K 120 R
ST DR TPD T INR 22N 772 1797 MR INWR DRI TR IR D°OR
Here we do find the connection regarding onnax davening for 722k and 7w nx 7po ‘7. The
Midrash also seems to be proving the connection from the fact that the two are 1°>m0. However, it
is clear that Rashi learned the lesson of 7%°nn mav1 X177 17720 v H9onn 20 from the X n3 in Xnp X232 as
it is not mentioned in the xmman.
® While there is no definitive timeline as to the dates of the incidents recorded in the past o>,
many agree that the o°>x%» came to Avrohom on Pesach, from there they went to Sdom and then
2772K went to 3. 5w nR 7P 1 takes place on mawn wiA, leaving just over 7 months (according to
the X nx the year was a leap year) for prix to be born on Pesach. See the >nam.
7 See the xmiman w72 mentioned in the above footnote which actually understands exactly thus.
8 However, the proximity of the incidents, the 1°21m0, does not warrant our attention. Therefore the
X713 does not mention the idea of pomag.
What remains difficult to explain is the fact that the xmx seems to be proving our Musag from the
words 131 MR WK 7w DR 7P0 M, on which they comment 79°a8 HX 072K Kk wrd. And yet
Rashi ignores the textual inference of the X713 and instead creates his own from the word 7p».



2. Our Musag seems to be stressing the point that onn2x davened for others even though he
needed the same thing. One might ask, is there really such a significant difference between
davening for someone else when you don’t need the same thing and davening for them when you
do need the same thing? The answer is yes. When one davens for a childless couple he naturally
focuses on the pain and suffering they feel by not having children. If he himself is childless, his
own pain and suffering will be aroused as well. These feelings of suffering are in themselves a
77°on to Hashem and will obviously be included in his m%°sn for others. However, when o:372x
davened for 77n°2x he was so focused on the needs of others that he completely forgot about the
fact that he too was childless. It did not occur to him in the slightest to feel for himself at that time,
even though he was focused on an exact need that he too shared. This ability to totally immerse
oneself in the pain of others, to the extent that your own needs completely disappear, is the ultimate
7 of Som.

3. It is difficult to understand why a:772x and 79w must wait until o772% davens for 75122k to
merit having a child. Also, didn’t the 7x%» already tell them last Pesach, before the incident with
TonmaR, that they would have a child in a year’s time?

We might answer that 77w would have merited a child with or without o77ax davening for 72m0ax.
However, 51 were bothered by the fact that the Torah made a point of telling us that 77w was
remembered by G-d in the midst of the previous story. Why should this be important for us to
know?° Therefore, 5"1r1 saw in the peculiar wording of the Torah a hint which led them to teaching
us our Musag.

Additionally, we might answer that 1°ax o71ax was the 7onn 7y, Therefore, everything about
0712R had to center on 7or7. Even at this juncture in which he and 77w would finally be on the
receiving end and not on the giving end, the 77 of 7on had to be present. The pillar of o>7om nY?
on which the world stands was established by a:17ax and it would be inconceivable that the house of
Israel could be built — that prx> should be born- without this 17 being displayed. As such, they
were only to be answered if there was an aspect of 7or connected to becoming pregnant with prx>.
Only when o2k davened for someone else to have a child, thereby displaying an incredible 7om to
others, (which we will describe below in note #3) could 77w herself finally merit a child.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Can you think of other examples where or12x totally ignored his own pain and thought
only of others?
b. Do you think m%*sn said o°21 w2 are more effective than those said 7r° wHa?

However, Rashi himself on the k3 already comments that the x»3’s inference is not from the
words 2R wRd, but rather from the word 775 as Rashi there teaches:

.79m°aRY 79°1N 125 TPD YAwR TPD 2°N31 77w DR TP 221 KDTA - TP
Rashi evidently understood that the x7nx could not infer from the words & awx> alone, as those
words could more easily be understood as referring to the promise of Hashem to o:1ax. Only the
problematic word 75 leads us to explain that anx qwy> refers to annax davening for 72n°ax. In
truth, once we have the inference from the word 75 we no longer need to understand that “wx>
TnR refers to 72»°ax at all. Rather, the word 75 could teach us our Musag, while the word =& could
very well be understood as that which Hashem had promised anm2ax. This is how Rashi on our
Pasuk understands. Rashi preferred to learn this way as it allows the =& w5 and 227 2wx> to both
be referring to Hashem’s promises to 0712x.
 There is another amazing fact to consider. As we explained in footnote #3 o71ax and 7w are
‘running against the clock’. They had been told that they were to have a baby by Peasch. Being that
it was a leap year and a minimum of 7 months is needed for a viable child, if 77w does not conceive
by »awn the promise will not be fulfilled. When ornak davens for 79»°ax it is on or near mawn wxA,
his and 77w’s own deadline. For a2k to not be thinking of his need at this time is truly an
extraordinary testament to his 77 of Jon.
10 | would have imagined that the Torah would have sought to separate the stories so as to not give
credence to the rumors that 77w became pregnant by 77»°ax! Why connect the stories?



