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Translation:
If one withholds the gifts due to the Kohen, you will most definitely need to come
to him to bring (your wife) the Sotah.

Explanation:
If a man did not give the necessary gifts to the Kohanim, because he felt he did not
require their services, he will be punished nma 75 n1nt. Not wishing to give to
the Kohen displays his lack of appreciation for the role the Kohen plays, through
his service in the wTpnn n12, in repairing the 'marriage’ between Hashem and his
people. Hashem will thus bring about the circumstances that result in one being
required to bring his unfaithful wife to the Kohen to undergo the process of
repairing his marriage. This will help the husband understand how necessary the
Kohen is to bxqw 595,

Looking in the Pasuk:
This Musag is learned from the fact that the Torah placed the laws of the Sotah
immediately following the laws of giving gifts to the Kohen?. The m>no, close
proximity of the two, teaches us that there is a connection, in this case a cause and
effect, between them. Additionally, the fact that the Parsha of Sotah opens with the
word v~ - when it would seem more appropriate to begin with the word nwx for
she is the focus of the laws, not he - teaches us that indeed his actions led to the
unfolding of the Sotah episode.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Having to bring his wife to the Kohen to clarify her status, will help one
fully appreciate the important role the Kohen plays in connecting us to Hashem.
Understand: Withholding gifts from the Kohen displays a lack of appreciation for
his role of repairing our relationship with Hashem. Hashem will punish such a man
by showing him how necessary the Kohen’s role is, when he himself will require
the Kohen’s help to repair his own marriage.
Think: Not only must one look at the context of individual Pesukim, or even
groups of Pesukim within a Parsha, but also at the proximity of one Parsha to
another.

1 See note #2
2 See note #1



NOTES

1. Rashi’s source is the Gemoroh in (.20) n1>72 which teaches:
TIXI A0 1797 1AM IR MAWYAI NIMAN Y WO 9 T2 M2 2Mwymn NIMNN DWIDY S0I0 DWW 79701 And
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The Gemoroh comes to explain why the laws of Sotah immediately follow the laws of Maasros.
The Gemoroh answers that the Torah is coming to inform us that there is a direct linkage between
the two, for if one does not give the necessary tithes to the Kohen (v 12 »wyip, meaning he has
decided to keep for himself that which should have been given to the Kohen) this will result in his
needing to bring his alledgedly unfaithful wife to the Kohen to clarify her status.
Commentators of Rashi wonder why Rashi quoted this Gemoroh. After all, it is well known that
Rashi usually does not bring m2mo, lessons taught through the Torah’s placing one Parsha near
another. The a"x" answers? that the reason Rashi does not quote these is that they are, by in large,
not consistent with xpn Sw wwa®, for having one Parsha follow another does not warrant a
connection between the two. The only exceptions would occur when a Parsha seems out of place,
where even xpn Hw wws forces us to search for a connection®. Here too, argues the a"x", there
does not seem to be any logical reason to have the wns of m~wyn follwoed by the fwns of v,
Therefore, Rashi brought the explanation of m>°»o. The & <3 disagrees and claims that Rashi
here is actually not using the nwn7 of the Gemoroh at all! He proves this by the fact that Rashi did
not mention the words "nono1 nn%" as he does in every other instance in which he uses a m>no.
Rather, Rashi is bothered by the fact that the Parsha of v is introduced with the words v, while
it would seem more appropriate to begin with the words 7w, as the entire episode is focused on her
actions, not on his! To this Rashi answers that his actions, not giving the appropriate mawyn, have
led to the story of the v to unfold.

2. It is difficult to understand the cause and effect the Torah is referring to. Why should the sin of
not giving m wyn or any 11172 mann result in his wife becoming a Sotah?

One possible connection is that withholding m=wy» results in poverty (see Rashi on > 05 who
comments: PRY Ao ,niNwyng "eg 9" 708 308 YRy 22vnY on 1T T PYTR DR WO ATIR W
nivy? (7737) a7nh apaw myn ToR XYY ARy anT). Perhaps his wife will begin ‘looking
elsewhere’ if she feels her husband is not providing for her family, or, as the 2p> *53 explains, she
will see his descent into poverty as a punishment for his infidelity and thereby justify her own
infidelity.

The 7°9x% 7 provides a beautiful explanation. He explains that one who does not wish to bring gifts
to the Kohen does so because he feels that the Kohen serves no beneficial role. “Why”, the hard
working farmer asks himself, “should I give the Kohen any part of my crops?” “What does he do
for me?”” Hashem

3 See 0°nom nOW
4 See Rashi in 2°:v2 027, where Rashi writes explicitly that n1>mo are not X pn 5w yows:
T YR DY 0IR 0D% PR XD TY ... DyY 1397 TNIR P Tt 07 0393 X1 72 92 .07 17 oid AniX oopg wn?
DY 00 NT92P 78R PN WHWY *07 ,nT22p2 "0°2%1 0RX" MWL TR0 17 TN
5 A perfectillustration of the above can be found in the following: The Gemoroh in (.112) Jup v mentions two
nM>ono which teach identical lessons:
SMYOR 327 MK .NI9IM PRI DW INNM AR N9 AT 779 72 172 02 20017R 379 NWADY 001 NN 19101 ANk SRR 217 0K
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Rashi, by the 77°vs of Miriam in 5 p79 12713, mentions the above Gemoroh, however he does not mention the
Gemoroh regarding the 77°vo of Aharon! Why only quote the Gemoroh in one place and not the other? The answer is
that by the death of Aharon the n1>»0 dealt with the Torah telling us that Moshe took the 111775 >732 off of Aharon
before his death, and placed them on his son, Elazar. According to x7pn 5w 1w this is logical and warrants no
further explanation. Rashi, therefore, does not mention the Gemoroh. However, there seems to be no logical
sequencing which would explain the placing of the Parsha of 7m17% 7719 near the death of Miriam. Therefore, Rashi
quotes the Gemoroh which connects the two.



answers that you do need the Kohen. To this end, Hashem punishes him in that in the end he will
need to bring his wife, the Sotah, to the Kohen to allow them so that they might remain married®.
This explains why the Gemoroh uses the words 175% 1981 709, in the end he indeed needs the
Kohen.

The & 7 explains further that the connection between his sin and the Sotah is actually deeper.
The purpose of a Kohen is to create peace between Hashem and His people. Through the service
they provide in the wipni n°2 and the m1a7pn N2y they bring the people closer to Hashem. (In fact
one could infer this from the name of the tribe, »%, which comes from the shoresh 7.1.%, which
means to connect’.) The relationship between the Jewish people and Hashem, concludes the -1
7R, is frequently compared to a marriage, the Kohanim thus constantly repairing the marriage of
Hashem to xaw» 995, Therefore, it is completely appropriate, 777 732 777, to punish one who sees
no purpose for the Kohanim and does not appreciate the peace they bring between a frequently
unfaithful Hx-w° %3 and Hashem, to have to come to the Kohen to save his own marriage and repair
his relationship with his alledgedly unfaithful wife.

3. Questions for further thought:
a. Do you think the lack of 21w:1 n13i7 by the one who withholds the 1375 niann may have
contributed to his wife’s actions?
b. We have shown there to be a parallel between our relationship with Hashem and the
relationship between man and wife. In what other ways might the two be related?

6 |do not believe that the intent of the Gemoroh is that Hashem will cause his wife to become unfaithful to teach
him a lesson. Rather, that Hashem will bring about the circumstances that will obligate him to go to the Kohen in
order to remain married. For example, one may see his wife talking to other men and not see it as a threat to his
marriage. Such a man will not warn his wife against speaking to other men (»2°p) and even if she ends up being
alone with this man (77°n0) it will not cause her to be forbidden to her husband and she will not need to come to the
Kohen. However, if Hashem were to place feelings of jealousy in his heart ynwX? R3pn Q7R 7K - ARIP M7 1Y 120)
(.2 o 7Y - M0 12 0101 12 aX X9x and he would warn her, this would set the laws of Sotah in motion and necessitate
her coming to the Kohen. This nxip m is what Hashem will punish him with in order to teach him that he truly does
need the Kohen. (Of course if she is actually unfaithful, then in any case Hashem will create the circumstances
necessary to punish her.)

7 The reason nX? gives when naming % is 17 #aw=XJp 1272y 0712 nwHY 17 *n72:703 o8 "whR M oved. Interestingly, we
find even then that "2, who would in the future connect Sxw> 12 to 7"api, was the one who Leah hoped would
connect her to her husband. And further, we find another context in which it was the o> who created a connection
between man and wife, when o>, from "% vaw, was the one who convinced her father to remarry. The wording of
the Pesukim there is very telling: »12 na nx np>1 "% n°an WK 2.



