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Translation:

The Shechinah resides above the head of an ill person?.

Explanation:

When you visit a sick person you must sit lower than the person as
Hashem’s presence resides by the head of the ill person?. Hashem
intensifies His presence by the sick person so that even during the most
painful periods of illness he or she will still feel Hashem close by and
realize that He has not abandoned them. Even at times when He may be
punishing them He comes closer than ever to help them and accept their
72wn.2 Yaakov feels Hashem's presence so clearly that he bows to the

head of the bed as if he could see the 711°2w there by his bed.

Looking in the Pasuk:
Rashi comes to explain why Yaakov bows towards the head of his bed. His
answer is that Yaakov was bowing towards the Shechinah which resides

by the head of a sick person.

1See Note 1
2 See Note 2
3 See Note 3



NOTES

1. Rashi uses our Pasuk as the source for the concept that the 712w is found above the head of
a sick person. Rashi understands that Yaakov is bowing to the 4712w as a way of thanking G-d for
receiving this assurance from Yosef°. From the fact that Yaakov, who was ill at the time®, faced the
head of the bed we learn, explains Rashi, that the n°>w is found at the head of the bed of a 77 n.

There are two possible sources to Rashi’s commentary. The first is a (.n 2°771) 873 which teaches:
T APOWAW TP 127 AR 120 MR LT W DY TV 1 RRI T IR T AP 7O 20 K PR IR
7707 523 9Y K7 2w K7 ,72307 DR P27 DI 2377 901 ROIN LT WY O 1TVO? T NRIY 2590 SW nwnan movnb
SMRIY LA DW NV 779n7 T APWIY 100 ,IPIP AY AW AuYNn RPX ,X0I 223 DY R?Y D050 MY K

M7 WY HY ITYe o
However, while the above &3 does mention the idea of the n1ow being above the 7717, it does not
mention anything about it being above the head of the 71, nor does it mention our Pasuk!

There is, however, another (:2> naw) k3 which does mention the idea of the n2°5w being above the
head of the 77 m:
T2 DR P22 010177 937 021 KON T WA DY WYY 77 MKW 2107 DR TVI0 APOWW PR 27 MR IV 27 NRT
'R TN W PMWRIA 77YN7 790WW 0107 1°IDY AW AUYNA ROR XD 23 DY XYY 707 023 OY RH 2w KDY
M7 WY Oy NTYo?
Here the X3 does mention 721 5w mwrwn 75912 nvoww, however it too does not mention our
Pasuk! For this reason some remove the words 17nx jx>» from Rashi as we do not find any source
that uses our Pasuk to prove that the n1°ow is above the head of a 7%11. However, there is an obvious
problem with the text of the x»3. The X3 mentions that the n°>w is above the head of the 7% but
brings a Pasuk which does not prove that point at all. How was this point not addressed by the
Xm3? To answer this issue, the 579 quotes a different version of our text:
2IP7 %23 HY RDY 9197w 223 HY KDY RDD 23 Dy K91 H0DD 23 ¥ KDY v 023 DY 2w XY 1970 IR Ap2% 01017
ARV A 2w PRWRIN 777 A1DWAY 197 1107 AW ALYNN RIXR 771 W MWK 79YR7 X2 7123
217 0 DY 1TV 17 02N AR WRY DY DRI e
According to this version of the text the & mx proves our Musag from two Pesukim. We prove that
Hashem is with the 17317, providing for his or her needs, from the Pasuk in Tehillim. From our

4 See xmiman WA which states: 175y NTMYY 7103wH YR MNWN
> See Sforno who understands Yaakov’s bowing in the same fashion:

(21:72) 'A% AR WY 07727 DR DTN TV YA IWRD 7 PIYI 12 DRD T 20WA0 00w Y Rt mmnb
® The commentators wonder why we would assume that Yaakov was a 721n. After all, Yosef is first
told his father is ill only at the beginning of the next p1o. I would guess that from the fact that the
Pasuk has told us mn> >x1w» °n> 121> and from the fact that Yaakov is in a bed we can glean that
he is ill. When Yosef is told in the next Perek 179 7°ax na7, it simply means that he was very ill
about to die at any moment. A proof to this is found in the Targum of 012p1x who translates 17
79T PAR as van 2%w ar Rt With this we can also explain an apparent contradiction in two
sections of Xmx. The (.19 Ry>¥n X22) Rax tells us 722X 737 (VY WA VAR ...RWIN 7 KD 2p3° 7V
771m, that until Yaakov there was no sickness, as Yosef was the first person who was told that his
father was sick, and yet another (:1v X1n2 X22) X723 teaches that 272K Hw 1IRIN2 732790 7007 720 J2K
XDINM T IR IR A0 25w 0ax. Now if there was no sickness until Yaakov, who were the sick
people at the time of ar728? We can explain the contradiction by differentiating between a sick
person and a deathly ill person. There were sick people all along (what the x2» calls a 791),
however for people to be sick right before they died (what the x2a calls xw?1n) was something that
did not exist until Yaakov. Yaakov asked Hashem to bring this pre-death sickness so that people
might put their affairs in order before leaving this world. (I later saw that the moIn in Xn2 X232
explicitly answers as we did. *niow 7112)

T (7:8n 7970 9902 No9T 122WRT92 17 Wayoy 1Yo ma->. The x s is understanding the word 17vo
in reference to a nmwo.



Pasuk we learn where exactly the n°ow is positioned: »nmwxan 72915, This is most likely the
version that Rashi had as well, providing him with a clear source for our Musag from our Pasuk.

2. The x7nx does not treat our Musag as being merely theoretical or metaphoric. There are two
practical m2%7 which the x123’s quoted above learn from our Musag. The first concerns where one
who visits a sick person may sit. Since the presence of the 225w is taken literally the visitor must be
careful to sit below the head of the 7911 so as not to sit above the nvow. This law is codified both by
the 07an and by the 7w w.

A second law concerns what language a 1771 may daven with. Usually one who davens individually
does not say Aramaic prayers. The reason for this is that all prayers davened outside of a in must
be carried to Hashem by angels, and angels only relate to prayers said in wpn nwh. However, the
X713 teaches that a sick person may daven in Aramaic. The logic to this allowance is that the nrow
is with the 791 and thus even as an individual his prayers reach directly to Hashem. This 13%7 as
well is codified in the 7w now.

3. What requires explanation is: Why is the n1°5w positioned by the head of the a511? Why is
the n1ow present more by a sick person than by others?

To answer | would turn our readers’ attention to what we have written by the Musag of 77X *J1x
(7:1n) Tnv. The Midrash quoted there teaches explicitly that Hashem is present even when
individuals suffer. The explanation of why Hashem goes down into m%x with the Jewish people
applies to a sick person as well. Hashem is there with them to reassure them that He has not
forsaken them. Even though He may have brought the m%x or the 1%m» upon them as a punishment
for their sins, He never leaves their side. He remains close to support®, protect and comfort them in
their suffering and to ensure that they sense His presence so that they might seek His forgiveness
and salvation. (We might even suggest that for this reason the n1°5w positions Himself above the
721’s head, which is the center of a person’s senses.)

The 7911 thus feels Hashem’s presence and realizes that not only has Hashem not abandoned him,
but, quite the opposite, He has come closer to him than ever. He realizes how much Hashem loves
him, and this ‘punishment’ turns and becomes the catalyst for his 721wn. Perhaps this is the
meaning of the end of the Pasuk in o°°1n which states 1°5r2 n39:71 120wn %2 much in the same way
Ton 717 Writes °2 2nn 7901 noos.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Does this Musag give you guidance towards understanding how you should behave when
visiting a sick person?
b. Yaakov blesses Yosef and his children on his sickbed. Does our Musag help you to
understand why Yaakov would wait until now to bless them?

8 As both xm3’s quoted above taught: "7 WAy 5y 1TY0> "7 MKW AN AR (37) TV A1OW



