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Translation:

12'aN DNNQX kept the entire Torah... both the written Torah and the oral
Torah.

Explanation:

The Avos all spent much of their time trying to understand which actions
would lead to a closer relationship to Hashem and to an elevated spiritual
level. Through their deep love for Hashem and their intense desire to do His
will, the Avos merited WP M1 which helped them grasp the Mitzvos of the
Torah. They were thus able to keep even the Mitzvos which the Rabbis would
later add to enhance the laws of the Torah.

There are many opinions as to which Mitzvos the Avos kept. Some disagree
with our Musag and say they kept only the Mitzvos which they were given.
Others say they kept all Biblical laws, while others say they kept all positive
commandments. There are also those who say they kept all the Mitzvos but
only when in 98w yIX.

Looking in the Pasuk:

Our Musag is commenting on the word >m71n in the Pasuk, which is in the
plural. This tells us that 0772X kept two Torah’s which refers to both the
written and oral Torah. The fact that Hashem tells prix> this fact about o772K

now seems to back up the opinion which connects the Torah to P8w° 7K.



NOTES

Through their deep love for Hashem and their intense desire to do His will, the Avos merited mA
wnpi which helped them divine the Mitzvos of the Torah?. Their investigation into the Divine will
was the reason they sat and learned Torah, as the (:n2 &n1°) X713 teaches:
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This investigation lead them to not only keep the Mitzvos of the Torah, but even to understand
what the Rabbi’s of future generations would add onto the Mitzvos. Thus even a law such as 217
o°>wan, which was enacted so that the people would remember to leave food over from Yom Tov
to Shabbos (when Shabbos immediately followed Yom Tov), was divined by the Avos.

While we have explained the Pasuk according to the & n3, not all commentators chose this
approach. Many did not adopt the idea that the Avos kept Mitzvos that were not yet commanded.
Instead, they limit o712x’s Mitzvah observance to laws he was already commanded or to obvious
social laws. See 072w~ and 111190 as examples. Rashi, however, agrees with the & na that the word
*nn does include 1o Syaw 77n; but yet he writes that it refers to *10n qwn? 172%7, which are
actually Biblical commands that were handed down orally from Sinai. On the other hand, Rashi on
the word >nanwn does include Rabbinic decrees. This apparent contradiction in Rashi is discussed
by the x"wAna.

Many commentators wonder why we find a number of instances where clearly the Avos did not
follow the laws of the Torah! The most obvious is the fact that Yaakov married two sisters,
something the Torah prohibits. While there are many answers to this question, there are two basic
approaches which, in a general sense, sum up the writings of the commentators?.

A: The Ramban.
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The Ramban answers that the Avos only kept the Torah when in S~ yax. This is consistent with
his somewhat controversial opinion that the Torah is really only meant for those living in yax
oXw°, and the reason it is kept by those living outside of xaw> y2x is so that it will not be forgotten
once they return to their homeland. The Ramban (712:17° X7p™) writes:
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Thus Yaakov was able to marry two sisters outside of Hxw> y-x since the nmx» do not really apply
there. However, once he returned to X w> yax the prohibition to marry two sisters would apply.
Therefore, explains the Ramban, 7 was not permitted to 2py° once they entered & w» 2K, and
died on the way:
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And, continues the Ramban?, for this very reason he does not bury %r1 together with 7x>:
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According to this approach we understand why Hashem chooses this particular time to inform pny>
that his father kept all the Mitzvos. Hashem is explaining to prx> why he should stay in 58w y9X,
because only there can he be like his father who kept all the Mitzvos when he lived in 5xw» y9x.

B: The Maharal.

The Maharal strongly disagrees with the Ramban’s opinion that the Mitzvos only apply in 77X
ox7w°, and that the command to keep Mitzvos in yaxY yin is just for practice. The Maharal instead
answers by differentiating between mwy mxn and nwyn &% mxn. He contends that even before the
Torah was given there were compelling reasons to keep the positive commandments but none
regarding the negative commandments. Thus, Yaakov Avinu only kept nwy nx» but not X% mixn
nwyn, allowing him to marry two sisters.

This is consistent with the opinion of the Maharal that there is a substantive difference between the
two. In (7 p7o) 8w naxan the Maharal explains the (:35 nmon) xna which teaches:
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The Maharal wonders why the 7wy mig» are paralleled to limbs of man while the nwyn &% mxn are
paralleled to the solar year. He explains* that the mx» come to accomplish two things. One is so
that man does not upset the natural order of things; the Maharal calls this 77077 n»w. By doing
certain acts, which are the 7wyn X% mxn, man would be destroying this order. Therefore, the xnx
compared these mxn to the 365 day cycle of the sun, which represents the order of nature.
However, there is more to man than ensuring that he retains his natural state. Man is also charged to
improve his natural self through certain acts, which emulate the Divine and serve to elevate his
spiritual self; these are the 7wy mxn. Therefore, these are compared to the 248 limbs which
represent the growth of man®.

With this in mind, the Maharal (°:yn n°*wx12a 798 ) differentiates between keeping mx» when not
commanded®. For before the Torah was given, and we were not commanded to refrain from doing
the nwyn X% mxn, doing these acts did not disturb the natural order; that would only apply after jnn
7 n. However, the elevation of self by doing mwy nmix» would apply, even though we were not yet

8 (1:mm)
% The following is my understanding of the Maharal’s intent.
® The Maharal explains that even according to the well known Midrash (:vp &1 9mr) which
parallels the nwyn 8% mxn» to the o>7x of man, the intent is the same. He explains that o>7>x do not
give man his form but rather only serve to keep his form intact. In this way they are the 2707 N W
of the human body and thus parallel to the nwyn X% mxn.
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commanded to do so. For example, one may be in a situation where he is not obliged to give a poor
man charity. Even so, it is fairly obvious that if he was nevertheless able to give the charity it would
certainly elevate his moral self. However, the same is not true with 7wyn &% mxn. For negative
commandments are only forbidden because G-d, who controls the natural world, decided that they
upset the natural order. Before the Torah was given they did not have this effect’.

Thus, according to the Maharal when Yaakov says >nanw nix» 2101 °nax 122 av, he is referring to the
mwy n¥n which he had fulfilled®. According to the Ramban, however, he did not keep any Mitzvos
at all in yoX% v so how can he claim >nan»w mgn »n? We might answer that there is no doubt that
while Yaakov had no command to keep the Mitzvos, whether because the Torah had not yet been
given, or because he was outside of x> v, he certainly would keep certain Mitzvos to
strengthen his spiritual status®. This is all the more true given the fact that he lived by Lavan and
could have been influenced by his wicked behavior. In fact, we might now better understand the
Midrash that Rashi brings at the beginning of now:
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Why did the Midrash have to add the words o°y77 Pwynn sn? ’17? If indeed he kept all the
Mitzvos isn’t it rather obvious that he did not learn from Lavan’s wicked acts? Rather, what
Yaakov is saying is that he kept the Mitzvos so that he would not learn from Lavan’s actions.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Do you think that the Avos wore Tefillin or Tzizis? If not, how could we say they kept the
Mitzvos?
b. If the Avos had not kept the Mitzvos, would that somewhat diminish them in our eyes?
c. Do you think that when Avrohom taught others to believe in Hashem, he taught them to do
Mitzvos as well?

" The Maharal does agree, however, that 1°ax o712 did keep even the awyn X% myn. He attributes
this to his special unique character. It is also clear that all would agree that if the Avos felt that any
of the nwyn &% mxn would affect their moral standing, such as stealing, they obviously would not
commit such an offense. Marrying 51, even though he knew that in the future the Torah would
prohibit such a marriage (or, according to the Ramban even though he knew he would have to
divorce her once they returned to >xw> yax) was because he felt her special character was needed
to build the ovaw.

8 He obviously did not keep all 613 as this would be impossible for any man. Rather Yaakov meant
that he kept the nwy mxn that pertained to him, and thus guarded his spiritual status. See Musag in
mow.

® The Ramban himself writes that Yosef kept Shabbos in Mitzrayim for this express purpose.



