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Translation:

As long as you are connected to impurity | cannot rest my Shechinah on you.

Explanation:

While Hashem told Yaakov before he went to Lavan’s house that He would be with
him, 7ny 7°1R, this meant that Hashem would protect him. However, Hashem could
not truly be with Yaakov, to appear to him and rest his 773°2® on him, until he
separated from the impure environment of Lavan’s house. Since Hashem’s blessings
are dependent on Hashem’s presence, Yaakov could not be blessed until he left the

house of Lavan and returned to the holy environment of the land of his forefathers..

Looking in the Pasuk:

Our Musag comes to explain an apparent contradiction in Hashem’s promise to
Yaakov. During the dream of the 0710 Yaakov is told that Hashem will be with him.
And now, in our Pasuk, Yaakov is told that he must return to his homeland if
Hashem is to be with him. The difference between the use of the word ' 72X or

77 19X XM also requires explanation. Our Musag teaches that while Hashem will talk
to Yaakov and protect him even in the house of Lavan, he will only appear to him

and bless him once he returns home.



NOTES

Rashi’s source is a fascinating R»171n w272 on our pios:
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Taken at face value, the Midrash is very difficult to understand. The Midrash begins by teaching us
that Hashem does not rest his 712w in a place of idol worship. It then brings a proof from the fact
that Hashem does not speak to onmax until he separates from vy5. The Midrash continues and brings
a further proof from 2py°. In our Pasuk, Hashem tells 2py» that He will be with him only once he
leaves the house of 12%. However, continues the Midrash, we have a problem. For Hashem had
previously promised apy> on his way to the house of 127 that He will be with him! And 2py> himself
was bothered by this contradiction in Hashem’s words. According to the Midrash, Hashem seems to
answer, “I know I promised but I just can’t.” How are we to understand this?

We will begin to answer by asking two questions that arise from the Midrash:
1. If Hashem could not appear to apy until he left the house of 122, how does Hashem come to
him and tell him to leave and to return home?
2. If Hashem will not speak to Yaakov when he is connected to 127 , how does Hashem speak to
12% himself at the end of the Parsha?

The answer is! that there are two different meanings to Hashem's promise of 7»v ;7oax. One is that |
will be with you and protect you, the other is that my presence will be with you and will bring you
blessing. Therefore, when Hashem told Yaakov before he went to the house of Lavan that He
would be with him, what Hashem meant was that He would protect him. This can be proven from
the wording of the Pasuk (yv:no)where Hashem initially promises:=awx %592 12070 92y %2318 13m
72n. What Hashem is telling Yaakov now is that He cannot bring a 7272 to his possessions when
Yaakov remains in Lavan’s home. Hashem is telling Yaakov to return home so that He may bless
him. This also can be proven from the wording of the Pasuk (>:2%):
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While Hashem’s control over nature allows him to protect, it is the presence of Hashem that brings
blessing. This is spelled out in the Pasuk (x2:5 mnw)brought by the Midrash:
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Hashem tells Yaakov that He will not defile His honor by resting his n2°>w in a place where there
are idols. Nor will He “appear’ to onnax when ©% is near, nor to 2py> while he is still connected to
Lavan. This does not mean that Hashem will not speak to them, as He does speak to both 2py> and
even to 12% in these impure environments. Rather, He will not show His presence in these
situations, not allowing for blessings to come. This is why the Midrash does not say 1272 717 X?
19X, but rather, »5¥ 7931 212°77 7on &Y. This is reflected in the wording of our Musag as well, which
does not say Hashem will not speak to Yaakov while he is connected to Lavan, but rather that
Hashem is not willing 7%¥ *n°1ow mwib.

This distinction is displayed in the wording of the Torah when describing Hashem’s speech to
Yaakov. When Hashem speaks to him in the house of Lavan, the word used is 2nx&"; however when

1 See (X:27) W' "72, who makes this distinction.



Hashem speaks to Yaakov after leaving Lavan and returning to »max yax& (v:177) the word used is
X7"1. The word &7 refers to Hashem revealing his presence to Yaakov, while the word =& is
speech alone. For this reason after the Torah tells us X7, it tells us (x> P102) DpPH& 1oun ¥, proving
that Hashem did not simply speak to him but rather rested his 73°ow upon him. Additionally, after
Hashem speaks to Yaakov in the house of Lavan we do not find that Yaakov is particularly
impressed by this encounter with Hashem, for he builds no monument to mark the event. Only
when Hashem ‘appears’ to him does Yaakov erect a 72¥» to remember this encounter. And finally,
we see clearly that only when Hashem rests His presence upon Yaakov do we find that the Pesukim
speak of blessings? (2 x> 0°p109), whereas no such blessings are mentioned when Hashem spoke to
Yaakov earlier in Lavan’s home.

While the xmmin waTn speaks of Hashem's refusal 127 022 7120 nX Xnw?, it seems quite clear that
this ‘no 712w zone’ is not only in the house of Lavan, but any time a Jew is nxmw? 22, as the
wording of our Musag infers. This may very well apply to all of y2&% yin. From the fact that
Hashem does not tell Yaakov to simply distance himself from Lavan, but to return to the land of his
fathers, we would conclude that to receive the blessings that result from Hashem’s presence
Yaakov was required to return to 58w yaR. This idea is expressed by the 727 w97 on our Pasuk
which reads:
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According to the above, one’s very presence in yIR? yn is considered xnv? 121m and precludes the
possibility of 7°5w nawn. Just as one’s presence in P8 yAR is in itself a spiritually uplifting
experience, as he or she can feel the holiness in the land, so too one’s presence in yX? yn has the
opposite effect, as the xnx in (:>p) M21n> teaches: 022510 N7y 72w 12°RD D2 777 95. Therefore it
is only when Yaakov crosses the border into & w> yax and thus truly leaves 127 >w 103, is
Hashem’s full blessing of 71y monx finally fulfilled.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Why do you think Hashem will not appear in places where there is impurity?
b. The Midrashim criticize both o712x for not trying to be 21pn» Lot, and Yaakov for not trying
to be 21pn Eisav. How could they be expected to connect to these o>yw~ if it would result in
a loss of connection to Hashem? How does our Musag affect all those who try to be 29pn
others?

2 For example, even after his return to X7 yox when Hashem only ‘speaks’ to Yaakov no
blessings are mentioned (see X:1%).



