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Translation:

Three keys are in the hands of G-d and have never been given to the hands of a
messenger. And they are: the key to rain, the key to childbirth and the key to reviving the
dead.

Explanation:

At the time of creation, Hashem set the laws of nature which control the physical
world. However Hashem kept the control (keys) to three things which are not governed by
the precise laws of nature: rain, childbirth and reviving the dead®. We learn about the key
to childbirth from the story of 5n1 18, two sisters who shared many identical factors, and
yet one had children while the other did not. This demonstrates that the ‘key’ to having
children is indeed G-d’s decision alone?.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The words 7nm7 DX nno», from which our Musag is learned, appear both by %% and by
51, but nowhere else in Tanach! Thus, the X713 understands that the Torah is teaching us
the lesson of our Musag. The Musag, however, is not learned from 7X?, with whom
Hashem intervened using the name mMi-°, which connotes 0°a1777 N7, as a result of her
being nX1w. In the case of 711 however, the name 2°p7X is repeated in our P109. This
serves to stress that although she was given a child within 1777 077, which refers to

Hashem working within the natural laws, she nevertheless required Divine intervention.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. Our Musag is taken from the X3 in (.2) n°1vn naoon which teaches:

2w mNOMY M SW nND7 ,0°AWA YW INON 17198 ,TOW 7°2 17011 XYW R TIN2 WITPA D 17°2 NInnon awhw
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The commentators ask that while the Musag seems to teach that the ‘keys’, or abilities, to provide rain,
children or revive the dead were never given to anyone, this is not so. We know that 17°7>% was given both
the key to rain and to reviving the dead as the x7nx in (.»p) 77730 relates®,

Rashi in #7710, comes to answer this question, and by doing so offers insight into the meaning of our

Musag. Rashi writes:
WHW D2aR ,0°011m05 2PMHW 70 07011 ,NITN0N W RIT 7102 WITRT YW NI DY 0Rw 792 11001 XY Mnnon wow
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Rashi explains that at the time of creation Hashem appointed ‘messengers’ to be in charge of his
‘storehouses’. However, three of these ‘storehouses’ remained under Hashem’s direct control and no
‘messenger’ was given control over them. According to Rashi, therefore, Hashem could, at times, give
control over these three things to others. All our Musag teaches is that at the time of creation they were not
handed over to any other messenger. Thus, our Musag would not preclude Hashem deciding afterwards to
give them to another, as we see regarding °9x.

Rashi’s words also help us understand who these ‘messengers’ might be. From the fact that these
messengers were appointed at the time of creation we might propose that they are what we call today the
laws of nature. For Hashem set natural, physical, laws by which the universe runs with incredible
precision. These laws seem to govern themselves without Divine interference or intervention. We know
that they do so because Hashem set them in motion so that they might run ‘by themselves’ or what our
Musag calls ‘in the hands of a messenger’. These laws, once uncovered, become predictable, such as the
orbit of the earth around the sun, or the laws of physics which govern matter.

However, teaches our Musag, this does not apply to all of our physical world. For there are three areas
in which Hashem set no natural laws: rain, childbirth and revival of the dead. These, therefore, have no
precise laws that govern when, if or how they will appear, and remain outside the realm of predictability as
they require direct Divine intervention.

%Below is the full text of the fascinating xnx with Rashi’s commentary:
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4 Rashi on the X »x in n°ayn writes that all three were never given to anyone at the same time. nso1n there
answer that they were never given to anyone permanently.



2. If you were to ask most people how many times the term »r7 n& nno» is used in the entire Tanach,
I believe many would answer that it is found multiple times. In truth, the words nna Xk nno» are found
nowhere else in all of Tanach aside from these two Pesukim by nx% and %n9. Since the words are so rare,
o realized that through this extraordinary wording the Torah is teaching us an important lesson. The
lesson is our Musag, that the ninon of birth is solely in the hands of G-d: fnrn R nnom.

This however leads us to ask, why did the Torah wait until now to teach this lesson? x> and %n- were
not the first of the mnx whose wombs were opened by Hashem. Why did the Torah not say by them rino»
7n7 NR?

Also problematic is the fact that the x7nx proves that Hashem holds the key, the rnan, to childbirth
from the fact that it says by %1 that 7m0 X nno». But, we may wonder, why did the x3»3 not bring the
proof from the earlier Pasuk by (X7 p105 v3 p79) Ax>, which also says mann nx ino».°

Perhaps we might answer, according to that which we have previously written (see note #1), that
having children is something that is not ruled by natural laws, but rather requires constant Divine
intervention. To highlight this point the Torah uses the story of 5n1 x> as the perfect example. Here we
have two sisters, who share the same husband, who were brought up and live in an identical environment,
and yet one has children while the other remains barren! Natural law would have predicted that with
almost every factor being similar, the results would be similar as well. And yet, they are not. This, explains
the Torah, is because nrn n&k nno»; Hashem holds the keys to childbirth and decides to whom and when a
child will be born.

The fact that there are no natural laws that can predict childbirth, but that even by ‘natural means’
Hashem decides, may help us understand why the x7nx proves our Musag from %r and not from nx?5.
When we look closely at the a°105 we notice two important differences®. The first is that by nx% a reason
is given why Hashem gave her a child at that time: x> axaw °3 /17 83, while by r1 we are told that
Hashem remembered her and listened to her but no specific reason is given why. The second is that by nx?
the name mn-> is used, while by %rm the name o°px is used (twice in one Pasuk!). The Torah is making it
clear that 78> is answered by m173->, which is 0°»n17 n7n, because she was hated. Since o*nni n7a works
also outside of nature (that is to say that Hashem will most certainly interfere in the natural process — even
the regular process of wny "ow — if His o>nnnn n7na is aroused) there is no clear proof from x5 that there
are no regular natural laws that govern childbirth. However, by writing twice in the same 05 in reference
to >n1 the name o°pox the Torah is stressing the point that %r- is answered by o°p%x, the 1777 nn, the name
of Hashem which works within the natural processes. Thereby, the Torah is teaching that even within this
natural process 7n X no*Y; even here it is Hashem who must open her womb because the keys to
childbirth were not given to any messenger.

3. Questions for Further Thought:

a. Our Musag mentioned three ‘keys’. What common denominator do you think connects the
three? (Interestingly, we mention awaa 7271 M7 2°wn in the 7072 of o°nin n»nn)

b. Why do you think Hashem kept these three in His hands? Why not create laws of nature
that govern them as well?

® Indeed the 7121 w1» also teaches our Musag, and also learns it from the Pasuk by »r!
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