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Translation:
Yaakov established the n'a1y prayer.

Explanation:

Yaakov is forced to flee his home and begins his journey to the house of Lavan.
This M7x is to become a model for future N3, It is at this time that Yaakov
stops to pray as darkness, which itself is a metaphor for n173, descends. He
thus establishes the nighttime prayer: n°27y n%°5n. The Torah describes this
Tefilah, which is established outside of the holy land of Israel as ¥39", which
means to cause to come together. This is because even though Yaakov had
reached 771, a miracle occurred which contracted the land and had the place
where Yaakov stood ‘meet’ with 11°7177 77, This was to become a lesson to all
Jews who would be scattered around the world that they had the ability, and
even the obligation, to connect to "7 777 no matter where they stood. It
also taught Yaakov and his descendants how a Jew must find the holiness in
every place and in every thing, and that even in the darkest and most
desperate times G-d is with every Jew.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The Midrash which Rashi quotes is bothered by two problems in the wording of the
Pasuk. The first is the very unique word v25", which does not seem appropriate to
describe simply reaching a destination. Second is the word 2ip»2 which, when
spelled with a nno as it is here, refers to a special, known place, specifically to 17
7. If, however, Yaakov had reached 17m, as the Torah says: m17n 797, how does
he daven on 7717 7a?



NOTES

The x93, from which our Musag is taken, teaches that each of the Avos established one of our
three daily Tefilos®:
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It is quite appropriate to claim that ann2ay, being the first of the Avos, would establish the first of
the daily Tefilos, prx> the second Tefilah, and 2p3y the third. However, that would assume that
a712ax did not pray three times a day, which is unlikely. Rather, what our Musag means is that since
the Torah tells us that o71ax davened in the morning, prx> in the afternoon and 27y in the evening,
we thus know that there are three Tefilos each day. That said, the fact that the Torah chose to tell us
about o772k davening n»nw, pnxe Mincha and 2py° Arvis, teaches us that there is a special
connection between each one of the Avos and that particular Tefilah.
The following questions therefore arise:

a. What special connection is there between 2py> and n°27y n%°sn?

b. Why does Yaakov first establish this Tefilah now?

c. The Torah used different wording to describe each of the Tefilos. By Yaakov and n%sn

na7w the Torah uses the word 33971, Why is this word used to describe this Tefilah?

Rashi explains our Pasuk according to the x7n3 in P21 noon which explains why the term vao» was
used instead of the word %%5n™:
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The x7n3 is bothered by the fact that on the one hand the Pasuk seems to tells us that Yaakov had
reached 11m, and yet it then says that he davened o2, The fact that it says oipna, with a nno, refers
to a special place, a place that is well known, as in 2yp»a3. This special place is? i =7, where
his ancestors had davened. But, asks the x7n3, if he had already reached 37n how can he now daven
at i 17? The xna explains that Yaakov had already reached 17m, however he was pained by the
fact that he had passed the place in which his ancestors had davened. Hashem fashioned a o1 by
which the land contracted and brought him to 7> 95, This miracle is described by the word vao».
Rashi in 1211 explains the word thus: 7315 Xaw 17°2m2 v21977 0783 - 21pn2a vao. The word vio seems to
be thus a combination of the word wx» and vaa. It refers to a ‘coming together’ of two people or
things to close proximity®. While it is therefore an appropriate description of Tefilah, it is used here
to describe not only Man ‘meeting’ G-d*, but also a ‘coming together’ of the land; Yaakov,
although standing in 1717, immediately found himself on 7>35 27, as if 197 and 7m0 97 had
connected.

This is the common theme found in Yaakov at this point in his life, n°27v n%*sn and the word vao".
Yaakov in his entire life has never felt so alone as at this moment, when he is forced from his

11 have written this introduction previously in X7 nws on the Musag n> mw nvon j°n amnax. See
additional footnotes there.
2 As we read by Avrohom Avinu when he reached Har Haomoriah:

(7:13) P10 DIPRI™NR K21 PPYTNN DI XY WowT o2
3 Thus the X m3 in (.39) Xy ¥n X123 teaches wnn 7730 9120 79730 K, taking the word to mean coming to
very close proximity.
4 For which the Pasuk could have simply written %%an.



home, carrying nothing but the clothes on his back and the stick in his hand. The 7wy7p of his home
and his parents’ presence is lost. He truly has no one and nothing. As night falls and this terrible
darkness envelopes him, he stands to daven. But how? How can he stand in Tefilah and reach out to
G-d when so far removed from the sanctified environment in which he had grown, the only
environment he had ever known?

The answer is yaxn 12 nxop — vao°1. There was a very good reason he had passed the place that his
ancestors had davened and had somehow missed the opportunity to daven there®. This was because
Hashem was thus informing him that he had to learn to daven in 1717 as if he was davening in o*5w=>
and in the wpnia n»a. Yaakov was to come to realize that indeed the w17 was present in 1m as
well, as he will soon exclaim, *ny7 X% *23%1 7177 @1P»2 7 w° 198, Hashem is present everywhere®;
however, in &% 1 His holiness is hidden. Yaakov’s mission was to take the Kedusha he had
gained in his father’s home and to infuse this holiness into the home of Lavan. This was the ¥397,
the ‘coming together’ that his new Tefilah represented.

But it was not only a geographic ‘coming together’ that Yaakov achieved. For he did not only teach
us how to keep our focus on o>>w1° even when we are scattered over the four corners of the earth.
Yaakov, as the m>x1 2R, also taught us how to daven even during the darkest periods of history,
how to see the aw: 7> even during the blackest quin of M. Thus, his Tefilah of ‘coming together’
is davened at night, which represents n12x. This Tefilah bridges not only &> yaRY pIR? vIn, 2
WP, but also "o 7%, It represents the ability to find wp in the 21 and M in the Twin. We can
therefore understand how n*27y n%°sn can, in some ways, be considered the last Tefilah of the day,
established only after nmaa1 n>anw, but at the same time can be considered the first Tefilah of the
new day! Just as we are to find o°%w17° in m73, so too are we to find the light of a new day even in
the darkness of night.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. The &3 in (:7) M>72 teaches us that mwA n°27y n%°on. According to our description of this
Tefilah can you explain why it is only a mw~ (non-mandatory)?

b. In 1 moo Yaakov calls the spot where he dreamed 'a°pox n>2'. The (.9 o°noo) X teaches:
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According to our understanding of Yaakov’s mission can you explain why Yaakov uses the
term n»2?

® In fact, we might ask, why did Hashem have to make a miracle for the land to contract, why not
just remind Yaakov to daven when he was near 770 n?

® Interestingly, the word o1pna appears both in @1p»2 ¥aom and in 2pna 171 w>. One of the names of
Hashem is oypnn, describing G-d’s omnipresence, 071w 2w 1m1pn R

" How thus incredibly appropriate is the term n>27y, which comes from the Shoresh 2.1., which
means to mix.



