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Translation:

He (Yosef) was hinting to him (Binyomin) that a son would come out from him
who would go out from in front of the king with five types of royal clothes.
Explanation:

Yosef harbored no ill will towards his brothers for all they had done to him.
However, he knew that it was important to address the 1771 of jealousy that
the brothers had displayed. He therefore gives 1°12°12 a gift of 5 changes of
clothing while only giving the brothers one change of clothing. Yosef was
testing his brothers by recreating the exact same circumstances in which they
previously failed. By not displaying any jealousy towards 1"1°12 the brothers
corrected this character flaw and ensured that even centuries later this trait
would not appear. It thus allowed 2771, a descendant of 1°2°12, to wear 5
types of royal clothing and not arouse jealousy among the Jews of Shushan.
Yosef’s gifts thereby contained a 177, a hidden purpose that would benefit
11°12’s descendant when he leaves the palace of the king in royal garb.
Looking in the Pasuk:

The X1l is perplexed as to how Yosef could have shown favoritism to 2713,
and not learn from his own experience where the favoritism he was shown
resulted in disaster. Also perplexing is why the Torah saw a need to tell us the

nature of Yosef’s gifts, or even that he gave gifts at all!



NOTES

Our Musag is taken from the x7n3 in 7%°an noon which teaches:
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Our Pasuk teaches us that Yosef gave each of his brothers a change of clothes and to 1»°12 he gave
300 pieces of silver and 5 changes of clothes. The x72x finds this behavior alarming. Is it possible,
asks the & n3, that in the very thing that had caused Yosef so much suffering he himself should now
stumble in? The &3 continues to show that even the small favoritism that Yaakov had shown to
Yosef, by giving him a coat that had only 2 Selaim worth of fine wool?, resulted in the end to the
Jewish people being led down to o°m¥»n. How could Yosef make the same terrible mistake by
showing favoritism to 1»°12? The & nx answers that Yosef, while fully aware of the tremendous
damage that may result from this, was compelled to gift y»°12 as he did because he wanted to hint
to him that one of his distant descendants would one day go out from a king wearing 5 types of
royal clothes. This referred to p>7x:7 °277% of whom it is written(y:17 9noK) :
TMRYY TPT% W 1Y 193N 192 7201 72173 277 NIYY MM NPR NIDYR w273 15T 03970 R 2T

This is clearly one of the most enigmatic X3’s one will ever encounter! Why in the world, we ask,
was it so terribly important to send p»02 this hint? Was it worth arousing the jealousy of his
brothers? We could just imagine if 2 Selaim worth of wool caused him and his whole family such
suffering what would 5 times as many changes of clothing do? Why not just tell 112 about his
future illustrious descendant? This seems to make absolutely no sense!

The x"wann asks an interesting question on the text of the xan3. He wonders why the xanx only
questioned about the 5 changes of clothes and answered about the clothes. Why does the x723 not
ask about the 300 pieces of silver?? It would seem very possible that the silver was worth much
more than the clothes, and yet there does not seem to be any explanation regarding the silver coins
Yosef gave pnrial

The x"wnn answers that giving 1n°12 more than his other brothers was not a problem. He explains
that Yosef showing favoritism to his full brother over his half brothers is not at all the same as
Yaakov showing favoritism to Yosef over his other sons. A father is expected to treat all his sons
equally; this is not the case with a brother to his half brothers. Therefore, Yosef’s brothers would
fully understand Yosef showering 112 with gifts or money. The only problem was clothes. Giving
1n21a clothes reminded the brothers of the jealousy and hatred they had displayed to Yosef over

clothes. It was as if Yosef was ‘sticking it’ to his brothers by reminding them of their sin®.

1 The 0w Yya mentions that the x> wnx of 2°05 NN 1 WY 12 is the same as N 2°yHo 1w Hpwn.
There are different opinions mentioned in the 7727 w27 regarding this weight of two Selaim. Some
learn the whole cloak was of such fine wool that it only weighted two Selaim. Others say that there
were two strips of fine wool on the sleeves. Rashi in (:*) naw naon quotes a similar opinion and
explains that it was called a o°05 n11n> because the fine wool was on the 77 os.
2 An additional question might be asked: Why did the X3 wait until wa» nwo to ask about Yosef’s
show of favoritism to P»12? Previously, in (72:31) ypn nwno, we read of Yosef favoring pm0ia:
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Why wasn't the X33 concerned about the jealousy Yosef might arouse?

| believe that we might answer that at that time the brothers were feeling quite vulnerable, very
much afraid of what might become of them. When faced by a common enemy, people tend to band
together and achieve a strong sense of unity, leaving no time or room for jealousy.
3 We might add that the fact that he had given n°12 the 300 silver coins should have sufficed as an
extremely generous gift, the additional gift of clothing therefore served no real purpose other than
to make a point to the brothers. This would explain why Yosef added the money to Pn12’s gift.



According to the x"w=nn when the x7n3 says 12 qyvxiw 127 it is not referring to the favoritism
shown to him, but more specifically to the clothes that were given to him. The question that
bothers the x7nx is that he must have realized that his suffering at the hands of his brothers was
aroused by clothes. Would giving »°12 more clothes than his brothers not be tantamount to sticking
a knife in their backs? Therefore, concludes the x"wnmn the &73 did not ask about the money only
the clothes.

While the x"wnin beautifully explains the text of the xan3, the answer of the X3 becomes even
more perplexing! By giving 1112 clothes Yosef is seemingly destroying all the good will he has
tried to build with his brothers. His declaration, ...2°p%xX 17w 7°17% %5 02°1°V2 7 YR 121N R 7N
Q°PORT °2 737 °NR onnow ank XY rings hollow. He seems to be clearly reminding his brothers of the
sale and the terrible injustice they have committed. All of this in order to send a hint to P»°12?

In order to answer | think we must first explain the meaning of ¥ 1 m1. Obviously it does not
mean that Yosef was simply trying to inform »°12 about his future descendant; that could have
been accomplished by simply telling him. Instead, Yosef in a subtle way is trying create a reality
not to send a message. What is it?

Yosef truly forgave his brothers for the jealousy and hatred they displayed towards him. His
position as viceroy of Egypt now enabled him to save his father and the entire family. In the end,
their actions led to his exalted status and it was very easy for Yosef to see the 7 7 in his sale. When
Yosef told his brothers o°p?x “an>w 7°nn? > he meant every word. Yosef himself, therefore, never
dreamed of revenge. The thought of teaching his brothers a lesson was simply not on his agenda. In
any case, his brothers were obviously in no position to do him any harm and would surely
appreciate the fact that Yosef was now their provider and protector. However, he realized that the
mya m7n the brothers had displayed had to be addressed. Even though these nm» could no longer
affect him, if they were not dealt with and eradicated they would reappear later in Jewish history
with disastrous results.

Yosef knew that the i7°n of jealousy could be just as destructive in the future if one of the Jews was
to gain an elevated status of importance. He saw that there was to be a *>7» who would wear the
clothes of royalty and feared this would engender hatred, jealousy and divisiveness. This would be
especially destructive at a time when the Jews already lacked unity: 779m1 2r9n. In order to preempt
the possible damage Yosef felt he had to eradicate any possible jealousy the brothers could have for
Pn212. By doing this he could create a o°32% 1»°0 max nwyn that would erase any possible jealousy
the Jews of Persia might have for p»°12°s descendant >717°7 2277,

Yosef thus fashioned a type of test. He recreated the exact factors that would arouse the memory of
jealousy his brothers had felt towards him. He gave his full brother more clothes than the others,
exactly as his father had done, and hoped that his brothers would remember their feelings and
decide whether to act as they had previously. This was the chance to rewrite the brothers’ history,
giving them the opportunity to relive past behavior but act differently*. Their reaction might make
very little difference now, but it would make a tremendous difference at the time of >377». Once
the brothers were able to be happy for =12 and for his windfall they set into the DNA of our
people the possibility to accept *5771’s ascension to power with joy. This would become the process
by which the Jews would return to rebuild *1» n°a during the time of w12 but it had to be preceded
by unity and love; 0°11°228% N11nm1 177202 WOR NI MW,

% This is along the lines of the process of 773 m2wn found in the Rambam (X:2 72wn *77):
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> Whether or not Yosef actually knew about a future >>772 is not relevant. The intent of the X3 is
that Yosef knew that there could be a *>79n or any future leader who would achieve a similar level
of prominence.



This is the meaning of 17 11 7. In the act of Yosef there was a hint of something deeper that was
happening. The gift of 5 types of clothes would have repercussions that would be felt many
centuries later. The brothers were able to subdue, or indeed eradicate, any feelings of jealousy that
might have been aroused upon seeing °m°32 receiving preferential treatment. This allowed for *>77,
the descendant of 1»°13, to go out to greet his fellow Jews equally adorned and yet be met not with
jealousy but with joy and jubilation as the Pasuk relates:
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Questions for Further Thought:
a. Where else have you encountered the concept of 0°12% 12°0 max awyn? According to
what we have written above can you explain the concept in a non-mystical fashion?
b. Itis unclear why Yosef hides himself from his brothers and puts them through the ordeal
recorded in yp» nwan. According to what we have written above can you explain
Yosef’s actions?



