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Translation:
With salt she sinned and with salt she was punished.
Explanation:
Some understand that while the entire city of Sdom was being destroyed
with salt and fire, Lot and his wife were spared as the angels held back
the wave of destruction from destroying them as well. However, once
Lot’s wife delayed to look back, or once she looked at the face of the
destroying angel the wave of salt caught her as well. The Midrash, which
Rashi quotes, understands that her death was a punishment for her
sinning by not wanting to provide salt to her guests. She was punished
777 7210 7177, making her punishment a lesson to all as to the importance
of D7 NoI7T.
Looking in the Pasuk:
Rashi was bothered by why the Torah saw a need to inform us how Lot’s
wife died. In addition, the term 151 2°%1 reminds us of the word 72xn
which refers to a monument; something meant to stand as a sign or
marker for others to see, hinting to us that her mode of death sought to

teach a lasting lesson.



NOTES

According to Rashi, Lot’s wife was turned into a pillar of salt as a punishment. This however is not
obvious. In fact, the simplest way to understand Lot’s wife turning into a pillar of salt is that the
entire Sdom was destroyed by salt, as the Pasuk teaches: 079 naonns ...AxIR=22 197 non) n°I9)
(22:v5 2»27) 7. The wave of sulphur and fire that engulfed Sdom threatened to engulf them as
well as the &% warned them: 109) 77050 19 V9N 7977 1927 222 TAYA PRY IR VAN KR WD HY Vo7
(r, and as Lot himself feared (v> p109) *nia1 Ay °3p270 1. While the 7857 waited until Lot vacated
an area to destroy that specific place (see 231 X2 p109) any additional delay could not be tolerated.
Therefore as soon as Lot’s wife delayed by turning back® to look? she was indeed engulfed by the
same wave of destruction that destroyed Sdom as the 7x7» had warned earlier®.

However, Rashi understands that Lot’s wife was turned into salt as a punishment for the sin she
committed with salt*. Rashi’s source for this idea is the (7:X3) 727 wA7» which teaches:
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While the Midrash supports Rashi’s explanation that Lot’s wife was punished for sinning with salt,
the sin mentioned in the Midrash is different from the sin mentioned by Rashi. The Midrash taught
that the sin she committed was going around asking all her neighbors for salt for her guests so that
they would reveal the presence of the o°ox%» and protest. Rashi, however, wrote that the her sin was
in that she argued with Lot, complaining that the custom of giving salt to guests, (which Lot
probably learned from Avrohom) should not be adopted in Sdom. Rashi’s source for this sin is
found in a different section of the (7:1) 727 w7», which teaches:

! Another reason that Lot’s wife might have been engulfed by looking back is provided by the
Zohar which explains that by turning back she looked into the face of the destroying angel which
led to her immediate death. (Rashi (van n77) actually quotes the first part of the Zohar which
explains why the Pasuk says that the wife of Lot looked 1k, behind him, when it should have said
7R, The Zohar answers that she looked at that which was behind Lot, referring to the destroying
angel who followed Lot destroying the areas that he vacated.) :
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2 Why Lot’s wife decided to look back is unclear. The 1w 12 1011 21370 (see footnote #2 on the
Musag X2 772° 72 in °m o) explains: R2°RT 702 7102 257 7 Y1717 RIRDM N2 3°NNIR NPINOR)
(..D170 NIRRT RAW PR N2 0 T AR NPT TRODT ONNRN MWK 722001 .ORMITOT PNA NI RIT
3 See (712K "1 XY A7 T P10D) 77am. According to this explanation the wife of Lot is not
punished for looking back, rather her death was a natural result of being caught up in the
destruction of Sdom. With this explanation we deflect the question of why she would be punished
for looking back when the x5 only told Lot not to look back but did not tell her.
4 We might ask, according to Rashi why is she first punished now? Why didn't she turn into a pillar
of salt when she sinned? Also, why is not giving salt considered a capital offense? The answer is
that there are many sins which are not significant enough to warrant immediate punishment, as
Hashem gives us time to do 72ywn. However, when one is in a dangerous situation and needs
special assistance to be saved, these ‘smaller’ sins are aroused and become the reason special
assistance is not given. (For a full discussion of this idea see the Musag nyw2 XX 3 0pn VWA PRY
(n2:2n ypn) mdon). Therefore, the sin of Lot’s wife may not have warranted such a severe
punishment, however once she was placed in a dangerous situation (and by looking back
exacerbated the danger), her sin regarding the salt was aroused leading to her punishment.
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Rashi thus combined the two sections of the Midrash. He took the idea that she was punished 7
77 7310 from the first Midrash, but the specific sin for which she was punishmed he took from the
second Midrash. It is rather perplexing why Rashi did not suffice with the first Midrash alone.®
This becomes even more perplexing when we take into account that the sin of the first Midrash
(revealing to all that guests had arrived and were seeking food and lodging) seems infinitely more
severe than the sin of the other Midrash (simply not wanting to adopt a custom of providing salt to
guests).

To begin we must ask why Rashi chose to explain the Pasuk through the Midrash and not to use the
simpler explanation mentioned above. To this we might answer that the Torah’s need to tell us >1m
non 2°%1 bothered Rashi. Why was it important for the Torah to tell us how she died? Also the word
2°x1 reminds us of the word 72x¥n, which is a monument one erects to mark an event for all time,
hinting to us that her mode of death sought to teach a lasting lesson. Rashi thus begins his
commentary on the Pasuk by telling us np% n2n21 axwn nona; there was a cause and effect that the
Torah is trying to highlight.

This cause and effect is known as 1171 7215 771; Hashem punishes in direct relation to the sin that
was committed. For example, since Pharoh drowned the Jewish children he too was punished by
having his troops drowned, as Moshe says, (X>:m° mnw) o7°%v 177 WK 1272, Not only is this true

regarding exacting justice but it also demonstrates to all the reason the person is being punished.

Let us return now to the two ‘salt’ sins of Lot’s wife:

A: She went around to all the neighbors asking for salt as a pretense to reveal the fact that guests
had come and to arouse the anger of the people of Sdom. She wanted to have the guests thrown out
of the city and she concocted this ruse in order to rile up the neighbors.

B: She argued with her husband regarding him wanting to give the guests salt. It is indeed
perplexing why it should bother her or why she considers this to be a ¥7 a71n. We might suggest
that salt is used to give the food extra flavor, making the guests meal more enjoyable. Lot’s wife
was claiming that it is sufficient that we give them food; why do we have to make it taste good as
well? This is the 7177 777 373 of which she speaks.

It turns out the regarding the first sin, the salt really had nothing to do with the sin. She could have
asked for napkins for the guests and received the same reaction. However, in the second sin the salt
had everything to do with the sin. Her rejection of this ¥ x71n, as she calls it, spoke volumes about
her evil character and her attitude regarding o>nmx no1on. Rashi, who understood that the Torah was
teaching us a lesson of 771 7213 771, thus preferred the second sin as the reason Lot’s wife was
punished as it better illustrates the concept of 771 731 777.

We have explained the concept of 771 7215 777 as a way of describing the type of punishments G-d
uses. For example, salt for Lot’s wife and water for 7v19. This understanding is found in the X9 na
(.x 17m10) Which teaches:
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However there is an additional explanation of the concept which is based on a slightly different
wording of 1. The (:n1 7v10) mawn teaches the same concept thus: 12 1777 72 77 DTRW 7713, with
the measure that you measure you too will be measured. This wording certainly supports our above
understanding but allows us to expand it to also mean that according to the way you judge others

> The >'n indeed explains the Pasuk according to the first Midrash:
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you too will be judged. If you give others the benefit of the doubt you too will be given the benefit
of the doubt. If you are forgiving to others you too will be forgiven®.

Additionally, it is interesting to note that the word we use for character traits is n17°», which also
means measures, as we see here. The reason might be because we use our character traits as the
filter by which we make meaning of our world and of all our interactions which others. A person
who is giving will find good in others, a person who is negative will find negativity all around
them. Our m7n are thus our o>77n; we use our character traits to measure others. According to this
we might give a deeper understanding to this Musag: 77 a7Rw 717°1n2, with the character traits you
use to interpret your world, 17 o>771n, so you will indeed find that measure all around you.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Where else do we find the concept of 771 7315 771?
b. Do you think 777 7312 77 applies to Hashem rewarding us as well?
c. Can you think of times when you were rewarded or punished 772 7315 771?
d. Other than giving them salt, can you think of things that might make guests feel more
comfortable or maybe uncomfortable?

® With this we can understand the (.32 X»1°) X3 which teaches 93 %¥ 12 Payn ¥YmTn 9y avna 93
1yws, which means if one forgives those who hurt him, he too will be forgiven for all his sins. The
word 117 does not appear appropriate here. It seems, however, that what the X723 is referring to
when it says 1°"m7n 9¥ 2°avn is to one who passes over his ‘measurings’, meaning he is willing to
forgo his judgement of others and forgive what appears to him as hurtful actions. If he is willing to
suspend his ‘measurings’ regarding others then Hashem will do he same for him.



