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Translation:

When they went down to Egypt the Shechina went down with them.

Explanation:

The Midrash teaches us that Hashem went down to Egypt with the Jewish people as a
way of sharing in their pain, 77%2 21X 1y, The meaning of Hashem sharing our pain
should not be understood as Hashem somehow feeling pain. Hashem does not feel
pain and having Him do so would not benefit the Jewish people. Rather, Hashem is
telling us that He will intensify his presence in Egypt so that even during the most
painful periods of galus we will still feel His presence.

In the second part of the Pasuk, Hashem informs Yaakov that Yosef will take care of
all his needs, making interaction with the Egyptians unnecessary. This Pasuk
therefore provides the Jewish people with a blueprint for survival in the long and
bitter galus that will now begin. They must always remember that Hashem is there
with them, feel His presence, and turn to Him for salvation. At the same time, they
must minimize their interaction with the foreign cultures in which they live,
effectively living focused on the enhanced presence of Hashem while closing their
eyes to the unholy values that surround them.

Looking in the Pasuk:

Other than telling Yaakov that His m1ow will go down to Egypt with the Jewish
people, Hashem also informs him that He will go down before them, 51y 79%, and
leave after them 15 ox 7%¥X. Hashem continues by informing Yaakov that Yosef will
take care of his physical and spiritual needs, 7°°v ¥ 17> n°v», thus allaying Yaakov’s
fears of going down to o>,



NOTES

The Midrash (% 7wan mnw nvoYT &n?°on) on which our Musag is based comes to explain why
Hashem appears to Moshe from the n10, a lowly bush:
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There are a number of significant difficulties with our Musag:

1. What do we mean when we say the 71°ow went down to o>7x»n with them? One might ask,
“Isn’t Hashem’s presence everywhere”? Does the (3:1 17°¥w°) 105 not teach us yRa=22 X
71237

2. What does it help if Hashem is there with us? Why is it considered m nRw " 5w van-
a7 if Hashem is in pain when we are in pain? Does it make us feel better if Hashem is in
pain? Does Hashem’s presence in n123 make the m>x somehow more bearable? How is this
connected to Hashem’s o°nnn?

We must begin by trying to understand what we mean when we say that Hashem’s :72°5w resides in
a specific place, such as the wipna n°a. We generally answer that while Hashem is found
everywhere, He intensified His ‘presence’ in certain places giving those places a level of w17 not
felt elsewhere. When we enter these places we can ‘feel’ the presence of Hashem, helping us
connect to Him. While Hashem has no physical presence, this n1row nxawn — intensification of
Hashem’s spiritual presence — is as close as we can come to ‘feeling’ that Hashem is present.

The purpose of mbs is to refine the Jew? by putting him in a foreign, often hostile, environment and
challenging him to stay true to his values and heritage. However, many times the persecution he
undergoes may have the opposite effect, causing many to believe that G-d has abandoned them?. In
order to counter this effect during the long and harsh Egyptian bondage, Hashem intensified His
presence in Egypt so that the Jews would not feel a sense of abandonment. Even during the darkest
and most difficult times they could ‘feel’ that Hashem was near.

I believe that this understanding of 1772 *21x 1y is found in the (2 7w9D NyAw) 727 WITH:
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The Midrash seems to be mixing two ideas: one that the people always turn to G-d when they are
suffering, and another that Hashem is with them in their suffering. However, the two ideas are not
competing explanations of what 77%2 *21% ¥y means, but rather they come to compliment each
other. The Midrash is explaining that the Jewish people call out to G-d when they are in pain
Hashem is there with them! When dealing with intense suffering we are able to “feel” Hashem’s
presence in that painful situation, as if Hashem is suffering with us, enabling us to turn to Him for
comfort and salvation. This is exactly what the Midrash means when it says: 70X °X qwn? 772p7 98
TYX DM DRIWOW awd IR MW CIRw weaaw, Hashem is so close to us at these times that we can
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"I 00N Ty DI 0K TR KDY .09 7inn
% For this reason the x°21 refers to a>mx» M3 as 1127 1o:

......

* The (:21 1210) &3 teaches us that because of this Hashem ‘regretted’ sending the Jews into m>a:
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actually feel his presence. When we look at the full Pasuk from which our Musag is derived we see
this idea expressed explicitly: 3518 7932 *218 MY ¥IYRY *aR7p°, Hashem shares in our 77 so that
when we call He will be there to listen and save us.

The 7> *95 makes a beautiful comment regarding Hashem’s presence in 0>%» based on a careful
reading of the Pasuk. When speaking of Hashem going down to o>5x¥» Hashem mentions His name
first and then Yaakov: 7ny 778 *21%, | will go down with you. However when speaking of leaving
o°13n, the Torah mentions Sxws °12 first and then Hashem: 7%y ox 7%vx 3%y, | will bring you up
and also | will go up®. Hashem is thus assuring Yaakov that He will not leave the Jews alone in
o1xn even for a moment. Hashem will always be there ready to answer the prayers of His people.

Perhaps with this insight we might understand the connection between the first part of the Pasuk
and the second half. The Pasuk ends with Hashem telling Yaakov that Yosef will place his hands
on Yaakov’s eyes. This is usually taken to mean that Hashem is informing Yaakov that he will die
in o7¥» and that Yosef will be there to close Yaakov’s eyes. Why does Hashem tell Yaakov this in
the same Pasuk as telling him of His presence in o»™xn?

One way to understand this is that Hashem is telling Yaakov that even though He had just told
Yaakov that he will bring them up out of o™, this will not happen in his lifetime®. However,
many commentators question this understanding for surely apy> understood full well that this 77
o xnb was a fulfillment of the prophecy told to 1°ak a:77ax by 2°n27 12 2. He knew that they
would not leave o1z for many decades if not centuries. Therefore they learn that the words nor
Ty %y 17 nw do not mean that he will close your eyes when you die, but rather that Yosef will
take care of all your needs’. The 137190 agrees with this interpretation and explains the meaning of
‘putting his hands on your eyes” thus:
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Our Pasuk can now be read as Hashem telling Yaakov that he should not fear going down to o°x»;
for the spiritual needs of the people will be safeguarded as Hashem will go down with them and
that Yosef will take care of his physical needs. According to the Sforno, Yosef’s attending to
Yaakov’s needs was for his spiritual benefit as well as it negated the need for Yaakov to interact
with the Egyptians.

Our Pasuk thus sets a blueprint for the spiritual survival of the Jewish people in galus. They must
remember at all times that no matter how much suffering is heaped upon them, Hashem is there
with them. Additionally, for them to survive they must limit the interaction they have with the non-
Jewish population. They must live with their ‘hands over their eyes’ ignoring the siren call of
foreign cultures.®

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Do you think that people who are suffering feel Hashem’s presence more acutely? What do
you think Hashem’s presence feels like?
b. This is the last time Hashem appears to Yaakov or to any of his descendants until the time
of Moshe. Why do you think on the one hand Hashem intensifies His presence and yet on
the other hand He no longer appears?

> The 1p> *23 compares this to someone who carries another who cannot swim into deep water. First
the swimmer will enter the water, then he will grasp the non-swimmer and he will not leave the
water until he has placed the non-swimmer safely on dry land.

® This is the understanding of the 101 @70 who translates the words 17 nw» qo™ as "W Ao a1
77, meaning “however Yosef will place his hands”.

7 See omawn: W YT R (A0 21°K) 1NOT ,AMWYR YWY, TNX) T Y 7Y YT nowe

8 Perhaps for this reason we have adopted the practice of saying x~w> v»w with our hand over our
eyes.



