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Translation:

One who comes to bless his children should bless them with their blessing.
Explanation:

Yaakov is answering Yosef’s insistence that he change the placement of his
hands. Yosef is claiming that since 7wy is the elder, he should be blessed with
superior achievement. Yaakov answers that you Yosef should know better. |
know, retorts Yaakov that you, the youngest of the brothers, rose above them
all when you stood strong - 18" - against the advances of Potifar’s wife. You
thereby proved that age or environment do not dictate one’s future
achievement. In fact, concludes Yaakov, you Yosef will become the model
parents use when they bless their children. They will use your actions to prove
that every 019X can be greater than every win, that 7°7° 2173 J0p13 177, that we
can and must rise above every challenge that is placed in our path.

Looking in the Pasuk:

There are a number of textual difficulties with this Pasuk and the one
immediately preceding it. The most obvious peculiarities in our Pasuk are the
use of the word 72in the singular where it should have said 023, and the
seemingly unnecessary words 7w1a °19% 0°79K DR o at the end of the Pasuk.
In the preceding Pasuk the word X" does not seem to be appropriate and
the word °n¥7 is repeated. In general, it is difficult to understand what Yaakov

is trying to add in these Pesukim.



NOTES

There are multiple problems with even the most basic reading of our Pasuk and the lesson Rashit
learns from it.
a. Where is there a blessing to 7wim o»1X in Yaakov’s words? The fact that all future
generations will bless their children with this 17572 does not seem to be a blessing to them!
b. Why does it say 772° 72 and not 032?
c. Why does the Torah have to repeat nwan °19% 098 N ow”?
d. Yaakov seems to have already finished blessing his grandsons in 1 05, why does he add
these words here?

The 2103 a1n answers our second question by explaining that the blessing was given to Yosef:
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The y7ann addresses our fourth question by explaining that these words were a response to Yosef’s
questioning Yaakov’s hand placement:
WRIA N T 10AY 7XT KD 0D TATL,NWRI AW DIWD 12 XD A01W MAVA LRI 01 QY0 .KITT 012 000N
QW :AWIA3Y DOIDRI” ONINX 13722 A0 °I02 RITT TAYHRA W'D MR MW KR TW K7W WRI DY 00K
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With the above in mind we might suggest a different explanation to this blessing. We begin by
asking two questions on the previous Pasuk®*. In order to focus our attention on the deeper meaning
of the text the Torah will use words that are either redundant or out of place. In Pasuk v> we have
both. The word >ny7 is repeated twice and the word 18 is very much out of place®. Why?

The Zohar picks up on these textual peculiarities and gives an extraordinary interpretation of the
Pasuk:
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! There does not seem to be a source for Rashi’s commentary that one who comes to bless his
children should bless them with these words.

2 The yvann as well understands the 72 to be referring to Yosef. It is important to note here that the
title SX°1y 32 303 210 written in our Chumashim is almost certainly an error. We know this
because the (.3 12°3) Xnx teaches us that the Targum on the Torah was written by o%pnx and the
Targum on o°x°21 was written by %1 32 17031°. No mention is made about a Targum on the Torah
written by %1 12 1031, (In fact one who reads the & nx will see clearly that he wrote no other
Targum.) There is also the fact that Rashi in Chumash never quotes a Targum of X1y 32 131> while
Rashi in Novi quotes him extensively. Rather, the &7>r and others conclude that it is actually the
"Hw1 on (many think that the abbreviation >"n was written and an unlearned printer decided to
write it as 11 own instead of "Wy oaan). Proof to this is in the fact that when various o 1wxA
quote a "»7w17> o1 n we actually find the text in what we call 11 2wan. We will, therefore, cease
using the term jny> ownn for this Targum.

% 1t is not clear where the Targum saw a hint to a 77°» n>1a in the Pasuk. The w17 on the Targum
suggests that the words X777 012 seem to point to a special day, which would refer to the day of the
79 n»a. He adds that this is why we bless the baby with the blessing °7> 9173 Jupi a1, referring to
the blessing of Yaakov when the jvp was made into the 5173,
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® The shoresh .1.x.n is best translated as to steadfastly refuse. For example it is used by 7y
refusing to free “x1w» °12 or by Yosef refusing the advances of 19 v nwx. It seems strange to use
the word here where it could have simply stated *ny7> 2R =K.
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According to the explanation of the Zohar, Yaakov is telling Yosef that he not only knows who is
the older child, he also knows when Y osef used the words 21" 3%, when he steadfastly refused
the advances of the wife of Potifar. It is as if the Pasuk said: 12 '8 1R SnYT> IR 0K,

While this explains the double use of the word *ny7> and the word x»™, it leaves us perplexed as to
why Yaakov would mention this now. Why did Yaakov choose this moment to tell Yosef that he
knew about his trials and triumphs? Why is this the response to Yosef”s insistence that his father
place his right hand on Menashe?

There is a puzzling 721 w97 which also comes to explain the repeated *ny7:
TTIT AWYM 7921 12X AWYR DY NI 212 CNYT AR PIAR RN LR OAR 12 KD PR DR A0 KRN
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Here too we are left to wonder what 777521 12381 or 22m 7717 have to do with Yaakov’s answer to
Yosef? And, to what is Yaakov referring when he says 72 "2anw 01277

Yaakov is indeed responding to Yosef’s objection. Yaakov is telling Yosef that his criticism is
based on a mistaken assumption. For some reason Yosef is assuming that greatness, and therefore
the blessings that go with it, are determined by age; that at birth the eldest gains a determination for
superior achievement; hence placing the right hand on o>19ox will place an unrealistic burden of
expectations on him’. To this Yaakov retorts that you Yosef should know better than anyone that
this is not true. Who should know better than Yosef who is born the 11™ of 12 children, who is
forced to grow in an alien environment with no advantage of age or education, and yet when
severely tested with the most difficult of moral challenges rises above it all and proves himself to
be a true son of Yaakov? “I know”, *ny7 says Yaakov, “that 7n%” 1%, that you superseded every
expectation and rose above every obstacle to become p>7¢7 7ov.” “So why do you think that 0>5x
cannot do the same?” Rather, Yaakov insists again at the end of the Pasuk, w1 *19% 098 nX oW,
“I know exactly what I’'m doing by placing 05X first.”

This, adds the 727 w1, was the challenge of 123%1 and 77, They were challenged to show
incredible moral fortitude and be ready to admit to wrongdoing even though they risked
tremendous damage to their reputations. They too rose to the challenge and exhibited extra-
ordinary moral character. And, concludes the w27, although you Yosef did not know of their
actions, your actions - 7% 1230w nn — where you withstood the moral challenge of 19 nwx,
should have taught you this lesson well.

And by doing so Yaakov is not only challenging o°7sx to rise to greatness but he is challenging
nwan as well to not rely on birthright alone. nwan must realize oy 7m0 X o3 that he too, like ooy,
will only realize his G-d given talents through his efforts and his efforts alone.

This will become the story of the Jew. He will, like Yosef, be placed in the most trying of
environments and be challenged to rise above it all and fully realize his G-d given potential.
Struggling against a powerful stream of negative influences will be the norm for the Jew. He will
always be wrestling with forces greater and more powerful than he and will always be expected to
overcome.

Yaakov thus tells Yosef that 15172° 72, you will become the model for the blessings and
achievements that will come to the Jewish people. Looking at you they will realize that every o*mox

® Perhaps these words of the Zohar can help us understand why this is mentioned at a 7%°» n>7a.

’ Yosef is thus not bothered by Yaakov’s left hand placed on 7win, but only on the right hand that is
placed on o>mox. This is supported by the wording of the Torah: wx1 %v 1°%° 7> 172K NWw» °3 A0 XM
PIYI R DIOK.



can overcome his ‘natural’ shortcomings and achieve greatness. fwin °19% 0758 nX aw™, the placing
of my right hand on o>79x is no error, concludes Yaakov, but rather the lesson that Yosef’s example
has taught the Jewish people for all time.

This therefore, teaches Rashi, is the greatest blessing a father can give his children. No matter how
difficult the task, no matter how many barriers seem to stand in your way, remember »>7%77 701> and
remember that Yaakov placed o> sx before mwan. In effect, we are blessing our children with the
very same 11972 we give at the time of a 7%°» n»12 when we say 7°m 9172 1opi 1. This is the deeper
meaning of the 7572 of w11 029X DIPHR TR .

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Can you give other examples of the younger brother becoming greater than the older
brother? Why do you think this happens?
b. Where else is the word &1 used in the Yosef story? How do you think it connects to the
other two?

8 See footnote 3.



