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Translation:

Love disrupts normal behavior and hatred disrupts normal behavior.
Explanation:

When a person acts out of passion, either love or hate, they not only do things
they normally would not do, but they do things they normally could not do.
Therefore, the acts of love of 11°ax a772ax and of 7o, were needed to
counterbalance the acts of hate done by 17v19 and ay>a. Without this
counterbalance the evil acts might have done tremendous damage.

We should learn from this the importance of being passionate in our service of
Hashem as it significantly raises the level of our 77 n72v.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The Midrash from which our Musag is taken picks up on the fact that the word
q0R™, meaning to harness, is used only twice in the wm»n. The same applies to
the word wanm, which means to saddle. The Midrash understands that there is a
parallel between the two times each word is used, as one comes to
counterbalance the other. In each case the first speaks of an act done out of love
while the second speaks of an act done out of hatred. Both are acts of passion

and have powerful effects beyond what normal acts might achieve.

NOTES




This is not the first time we have been introduced to this Musag. In (3:25) X7 nwao by the story of
the 77°py we read that 1°ax a712x saddled his own donkey. Rashi there quoted part of the Midrash?
from which our Musag is taken. The Midrash teaches:
727X AW DR N2RYRR ORIV TWT DR N9PYPR 7208 XA 12 WIR 170 DR W27 99122 2702K 20w
TRIVY MW DR NPPYPR AR KPR 20772 790 17 797 X213 9122 DRNAR 00w 22057 TWR DR N2RYpn
TRIY ROR 20°72Y 713 19 700 K2 INNK DR WA 99122 202 apn (20 02713) 'R 7WR DR N9popn
331 172K PRI NRIPD HY°1 102377 A MOKRN (W NOWRID) IMRIY MW DR N2PYPR 73R TN DR NP9
1207 DR TORM (T NMAW) 22037 MW DR NPPYPR ARIW TWE DR N2PYPR 720K KOR 0372V 710 A017 100 R
JTWA NOPOPA ARIW ROR 0772V 710 19 700 K
The Midrash brings a proof from o772k regarding love and from av?a regarding hatred. It continues
by doing the same for no1 and 7y1s.

There are two issues worthy to explore:

1. The Musag can be understood very easily and correctly as love or hatred will cause people
to act in ways that they would not normally act. This is rather obvious as almost everyone
has experienced either saying or doing something when they were in love or angry which
they normally would not say or do. Why does the Midrash feel a need to teach us this
lesson?

2. The Midrash seems to pairing the acts of avy>21 o:77ax and the acts of 7y91 qov. The fact that
these are the only two times the word w2~ is found in the Torah and the only two times the
word "ok is found, certainly warrants this understanding. Is it simply a coincidence that we
seem to have an example of love and hate from both or is there a deeper connection between
the pairings?

Rashi in (%2:23) p9a nw15 comments that indeed the acts of annax and of ay»a are connected?:
$907p 122 , YU LR T2 WiTRa 0N ¥y XT UMY AW DR N9pRn RIpaY 1Ran IR nX wann
7T IR WA P22 077K 22N TRV 000K 073N
A careful reading of the &= man from which Rashi quotes points to the fact that the act of a;i7ax
acted as a balance to void the act of av2.# The continuation of the Midrash Rabba quoted above
makes a similar point:
M W DIPA DW IR MWYDY 7277 1R OINAR WANW Wan X1 wan SY Ty awan 82an X0 12 v
70K X2N PRI DR 99p91 7970 avha wanw awan Py Tayn A 170 IR O0aR m9WN) AR 22w 701 IRY
ORI DR A1777 T30 W AYID SW 770K Y TV AR NXIPY 01 N0XRY

The Midrash goes out of its way to parallel the love of Avrohom with the hatred of Bilaam and the
love of Yosef with the hatred of Pharoh. Other than the parallel of words, warm and war™, and 208"
and nox, the Midrash clearly is conveying that the act of Avrohom somehow stood against -

nwan 5y Tmym - the act of Bilam , as did the act of Yosef against the act of Pharoh. The Midrash

L 3o nopopn magRaw 10 72un TR mE XD, ihxva X .wann
2 Interestingly, the Mishna in Avos (1 mawn 71 p19) contrasts the two personalities.
3 Rashi’s wording of 7»7p 123 is not found in the 7121 WA, but rather in the (7 92712) XM wATH:
RIVW 7RIY 2170 ROR .0OW K?Y 729 17 77°7 KD 921 A1NK DX W27 P22 ovha op1 ,nRIY ,0paa ooown TR
PR NTPYY OPAR 07NN TATR 020 ,YWI LRI N2 WITRT 1P MR XY RIT NI TV DT ORI DR
170 R WM P22 OFN2AR DOV AR L2
We will explore later the meaning of 77 12>.
4 When Rashi uses the term 7»7p he does not mean that ornax got up earlier than aya (as by amnax
it says oow whereas by oy?a it only says op»). Rather Rashi is referring to the usage of the word in
the xmman which means that he preceded. The &»man uses the word 17 by ov2a as well, meaning
oy preceded to saddle his donkey before his servants could do so. Hashem told him that omnax
had already done an alike act when he too proceeded to saddle his donkey before his servants.
While it is true that o71ax did get up earlier than oy?a this is not the point of the X man nor of Rashi
(thus, it would seem to me that the contention of the 7>3& = is not warranted).



seems to say that the wan» of love of Avrohom was necessary to counteract the war of hate of
Bilaam, as was the 710%™ of love of 7o necessary to counteract the aox» of hate of ny-s. But why
was this necessary? What do these two acts have to do with each other?

Perhaps the answer is that we should not explain our Musag to mean that when one acts out of love
or hatred they will do things they normally would not do, but rather that they will do things they
normally could not do. When someone does something with incredible passion®, (either love or
hate) they are able to achieve things they would not normally be able to achieve. They receive
almost super abilities with which they can do tremendous good or tremendous damage. This is the
deeper meaning of 7w nR o°%p%pn AR 727X, love or hate, which are powerful emotions, disrupt
normal activity, and help people go beyond their normal 7w , their normal line of achievement.

The acts of hate by both Bilaam and Pharoh would have had consequences beyond the normal
range of what they could effect, and therefore had to be offset by equal acts of passion, love, by
Avrohom and Yosef. Our Musag thus teaches us not only to be careful how we act when we are in
love or angry, but also how powerful those acts might be. When we are able to connect passion
together with the correct action we can accomplish almost anything.

This is obviously an extremely valuable lesson in the way we should act in our service of Hashem.
If we act with passion and "7 n2nx our deeds take on an elevated significance well beyond what our
abilities might normally achieve.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Can you think of instances where your "7 n72v would be improved through greater passion?
And, what do you think are the reasons we usually do not serve Hashem with passion?
b. How do you think the Torah should relate legally to crimes of passion? Does it make the
person more liable or less liable?

> The common factor in all their acts is passion. This is supported by the xn%°on which teaches:
1212 17 XYY 170 NR WM P22 012K 2Ow (270 NPWRDL) 'RIW IRRWA TOR DNAR AW 1I0K YA
71207 KPR 0°72¥ 792 17 17 RD) 102277 A0 MORA (172 QW) 'MRIW 3Hwa N0K (O .0pHnT 71207 KOR 0°72Y
TIORY MRIY AW TOKR VIO INNK DR WIATY P22 2YD2 Opn1 (270 D27T12) TARIW AW 0K OY93a LI
J207 PR



