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Translation:
Avrohom established the Shacharis prayer.

Explanation:

While Avrohom Avinu davened all three Tefilos, he is the only one of the Avos
whom the Torah specifically mentions davened early in the morning. This is
because the character of Avrohom connected uniquely to *nanw n%>sn.
Avrohom’s life was filled with many tests and challenges. However, he never
let these shake his faith in Hashem. He remained 7mv, standing erect, unfazed
by the difficult times in his life. Thus, the Torah teaches us that even when his
Tefilos for Sdom were unsuccessful, he awoke the next morning and aw 71y,
He was not broken or even slightly bent by his failure and davened to Hashem
exactly as he had done before.

If we truly appreciate ‘77 >7om, we will realize that no matter what happened
yesterday, the sun will rise in the morning exactly as it had before. The rising
of the sun in the morning thus heralds the beginning of a new day, providing
man with the opportunity to begin anew. Avrohom, himself excelling in nn
7omi, 1S teaching us to not let yesterday’s failures burden you or depress you.
Rather, as the sun rises stand unbent before Hashem and daven your %37y,

Looking in the Pasuk: The Torah for the first time tells us that Avrohom
awoke early to daven. The word it uses for davening is 71¥, which is a new
term for Tefilah. Both the early morning Tefilah and the word 7y to describe
Tefilah are unique to Avrohom. In addition, the Pasuk refers us back to the
place that Avrohom had davened previously. Why? Our Musag comes to
explain that all the above describes the Tefilah that is connected to Avrohom
Avinu, nnw non.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. The xn3, from which our Musag is taken, teaches that each of the Avos established one of our

three daily Tefilos®:
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It is quite appropriate to claim that o772y, being the first of the Avos, would establish the first of
the daily Tefilos, and thus pnix> the second Tefilah, and apy» the third. However, that would assume
that ormax did not pray three times a day, which is unlikely*. Rather, what our Musag means is that
since the Torah tells us that onnax davened in the morning, prxe in the afternoon , and 2py» in the
evening, we thus know that there are three Tefilos each day. That said, the fact that the Torah chose
to tell us about omnax davening nnw, and not the other Tefilos, teaches us that there is a special
connection between a72x and °nenw nvon.

2. In order to fully understand the connection between a:77ax and nnw n%°sn, we must look closer
at the text and answer a few basic questions.

a. From the fact that the Torah says that o172k arose early and stood before Hashem, we learn
that he davened nnw. But, why does the Torah first teach us this fact at this point? Is this
the first time that he davened in the morning?

b. By each of the Avos the Tefilah is described in a different way, as the above xna teaches.
By omnax the Torah uses the word ®7ny. Why?

c. Why is it important to tell us that Avrohom stood at the same place that he stood before’?

d. If each of the Tefilos somehow connect to the 77 of the specific a2, as suggested above,
how does 7or, which is the 77°» of o712x, connect to nnw?

The Mishnah in Avos (3 mawn 17 pao)teaches:

0722 0¥ 02T 17Y 73N 073K 79101 NRIPR1 MYy
Avrohom, the first believer, did not have an easy life. Even though one would have thought that his
complete belief in Hashem would have led to a life of blessing and serenity, this was not the case.
Time after time Avrohom is called upon to withstand various hardships and challenges, which were
meant to test his mettle. These tests might have broken lesser men or at least shaken their faith, but
Avrohom stood firm. Thus the term o252 7231 does not simply imply that he passed the test, but

3 This does not mean that they established the text of our 7wy 7w, as that was composed by the 771737 no13 "wax.
Rather, it simply means that the concept of davening in the morning is learned from o;1ax.
4 The x"w=in on the above X3 argues that if annax fulfilled every mxn, even those that are Rabbinic - as we are taught
(:m2 RY) 79 Y¥aw 7730 NAXY AN22W TN DAR L,PNTNY WARIY L1PRwAN S217°Y 1990R %R 07138 0»p — it is probable that he
also davened every Tefilah.
5 See x"w1n who writes:
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& Our Pasuk reads aw 72y “wx and refers back to the Pasuk (22:m°) in which annax began his Tefilah for Sdom where we
read: '77 °10% QW 7AW 1T,
" The X3 in (:1) n1212 indeed learns from this wording that a person must set a permanent place for his Tefilah:
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Why is it so important to daven in the same place? And why is this so unique to Avrohom that we say that 2;772R *pHx
1TYa?



that he stood firm and never wavered in his complete trust in Hashem®. Avrohom had the unique
ability to see past what ever difficult predicament he found himself in and realize that the promised
blessing was never far away. In short, he realized that every night is followed by a new dawn. His
7om n7°n helped him understand that no matter how dark or long the night, still >3m0 &% 5 77 >70n
AT 193 RO,

Avrohom had just experienced an unsuccessful bid to save the city of Sdom. He had stood in
Tefilah and bargained with Hashem, but now he looked out over the smoldering ruins of the city he
had tried to save. However, he was not broken, despondent or depressed, but rather stood straight
before Hashem exactly as he had done previously, ow Ty “wx opna 9X. He arose early that
morning eager to confront the challenges of a new day, and davened his Tefilah, n>anw n%on.

His Tefilah, to be davened as the sun rose and a new day began, was a Tefilah of hope and new
beginnings. It was to praise the 7on of Hashem® for the gift of a new start, which allows man to
shape his future unencumbered by the failures or difficulties of his past. No matter what transpired
yesterday, man can awake, stand up straight — 77°ny — and begin anew.

It was, therefore, 1128 07728, who was tested and was able to be 0132 7w, who establishes the
77ny, modeled after his Tefilah immediately after the destruction of Sdom. Even though it was
2R, the 1777 N7, which had demanded the destruction of the city, as the Torah (v> »09) relates,
N33 MYTNR 2°PPR nowa o, Avrohom did not see it that way. Just as he had stood straight and
beseeched 77, the T0m7 N7, to try and save Sdom, he does the same after its destruction. He stands
in the same fashion and in the same place as he had before, and even now still davens to the same
70m77 N77, as the Pasuk says, 'o1 °10 Nk oW 7aY TWK.

Thus, the directive to be 1n%°sn% o vaip, goes beyond the simple meaning - to stand in a set place.
Rather, davening in a set place seeks to guide not only our feet but our mind as well. It calls for us
to stand in the same way, with a consistent and unchanging mindset. Both the n>-nw Tefilah and
opn yaIp are therefore intrinsically connected to wak oinax. Both bear the lesson his actions
taught: Whether yesterday was blessed with success or cursed with failure, the Tefilah of this
morning must remain as consistent and rejuvenating as the rising sun.

This message, the belief in unlimited aw: >7o1, is the frame of mind in which one should be as he or
she prepares to daven the n7ny as the sun rises every morning. It is to be said standing straight, as
annax did, with perfect trust in Hashem and the love He has for us.

Questions for Further Thought:
a. Even though the x7»3 understands that our Pasuk teaches that Avrohom davened nnw,
there is no record here of what Avrohom actually said. Why do you think this is s0?
b. Do you think that Avrohom’s Tefilah for Sdom had any impact? Was Lot being saved a
result of his Tefilah?

8 See Musag (Tv"2° 72 T2) m1¥n 19727 X, footnote #2, where we discuss the meaning of 09132 Tay.
9 As the end of our Pasuk tells us '3 *15 n& ow 7ny WK.



