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Translation:
The blessings found in one’s house are on account of his wife.
Explanation:
While in the Pasuk we find that on2x received benefit because of his wife the
Musag also teaches that one receives blessings from Hashem on account of the
way he relates to his wife. Only when one treats his wife with respect, leading
to peace and harmony in their home, is Hashem willing to shower blessings
upon them.
Looking in the Pasuk:
The Pasuk relates that o772k received benefit on account of 7w. From the fact
that it does not say who gave onnax the gifts, only that it was on account of
77w, our Rabbis learn that in general one’s blessings always come on account

of his wife.



NOTES

This Musag is taken from the Gemoroh in (.1) X¥*¥» X322 which teaches that one must always be
careful in the honor of his wife as blessing are found in his house only on her account. This is
proven from the fact that Avrohom was given gifts by nyo because ny-o had stolen naw.

The x7n3 learns this lesson because the Pasuk is rather vague as to the source of Avrohom’s wealth.
The Pasuk reads 121 8% 17 >, but does not say "1 1xx 17 10, Chazal thus concluded that this Pasuk
is teaching a general lesson, beyond our story, that all blessings man receives from Hashem are on
account of his wife.

However, this Chazal seems puzzling at best. Would we really consider the fact that Avrohom was
given these gifts as compensation for the taking of 7w as a blessing? | have no doubt that
Avrohom did not see these nmin» as a 1972 from G-d! It seems very strange to prove our Musag
from this ugly incident.

In truth, the entire episode is extremely difficult to understand. For it seems that perhaps Avrohom
was quite pleased with 77v9’s gifts. Did he not himself say 109)7M2v2 *% 2v> WA2 DR "NIX RI MR
(3, asking 7w to say she was his sister so that he might receive gifts'? Equally puzzling is that the
order of the Pasuk, *wo1 0 nn...av» jwnb, seems to have Avrohom placing these gifts above his life!
How are we to understand this? What was Avrohom thinking?

To explain this issue the Ramban writes:
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Using the Ramban’s approach, I believe we can explain the entire episode in the following light.
Avrohom is forced to leave the land he was promised due to the famine. As he approaches Egypt he
wonders what is Hashem’s plan for him. He hopes that this stay in Egypt will be short, a temporary
place to ride out the famine and perhaps and opportunity to replenish their resources and return
home. In the words of the Ramban 2% 2°pPX7 nX» 798M 11" 0% X2 2v72 awo1 PI°w w0 770,
However, he did not know how he would receive this windfall. But then he sees 7w and he
understands the plan. He realizes she is beautiful and beauty is a valuable commodity in Egypt. So
valuable, that he would be killed if it became known that he was her husband. Hashem, onax
reasons, clearly does not want that to happen, so why force him to Egypt? The only explanation, he
concludes is that Hashem is using Egypt’s obsession with beauty not as a tool for his demise but
rather as a means to his prosperity. In short, he realizes that this could be his ticket back to the
promised land. 77w is to say she is his sister. Her beauty will certainly attract potential suitors who
would be willing to shower Avrohom with gifts to gain an edge in the 77w sweepstakes. 1w, of
course, would reject all suitors, until they would be able to flee back to w15 yax, when they would
eventually give up hope of winning her. When ai72ax tells 7w to say that she is his sister so that
WHI N M T2y 2 2v», he is referring only to the financial 7% n°a that will pave their way back
home. The fact that onnax realized that the means by which he would achieve this wealth was
through his wife is the source for our Musag.

However, the plan backfired. ain2x did not factor in the King, who could take without asking, and
pay later. In the end, annax does receive what he originally wanted, financial gain which would
allow him to leave Egypt, but not at the price he wanted to pay. What went wrong?

The Ramban explains that an72x was punished for leaving 113 yox:
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! See Rashi » p1oo.



According to the Ramban an72axr should not have left 11> yx, and for this lack of complete trust in
Hashem he was punished?. And, not only was he himself punished but, concludes the Ramban, his
descendants were punished as well:
IROMT YW AW VWA DIPN VIO 102 02NN YIRD NIDAT AT OV 1A 17 Iwvnn o
Accordingly, we can now understand why the entire episode of omnax and ny-o foreshadows in
chilling precision the episode of 58w *1a in a¥». The Ramban writes:
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While we might now understand how the x7n3x learns this Musag from our o°»109, we still need to
understand why this should be so. Why do the blessings in a man’s home come on account of his
wife? Perhaps we might answer that not only do the blessings come through his wife, but, more
importantly, because of the way he treats his wife. To explain, let us look closely at the text of the
Rlab¥
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What is interesting in the wording of the X7 is the stress on honoring one’s wife. Even in X27’s
directive to the people of Mechuzah the point of honoring one’s wife is stressed. And, even though
the Musag itself seems to infer that one should be careful to honor his wife because she is the
source of blessing, X2 clearly understands that honoring her is the reason for the blessing. For this
reason X217 does not say treat her with respect because she brings blessing, but rather treat her with
respect so that you will be blessed. If one treats his wife with respect this allows for Hashem to
bless the home. As the Mishna teaches (2° mawn 3 P79 DEpw):
Ry NX 772 7 1R T n (02 2°9aN) Iy ,0TPWa KPR PRIWD 1272 poron 9 R 02 WiTRa Ry XD
jahipiisl
Where there is no peace there can be no 7272. Only when Hashem sees that there is mutual respect
between ynwxy wox and there is 217w in the home, this allows Hashem to bless the home.

Questions for Further Thought:
1. Why do you think that a precondition for blessing is peace? Why is peace called a p1mn *92
7o72?
2. Can you think of other examples when the acts of the Avos foreshadowed future events
(2°12% 12°0 MaR nwyn) ?

2 The Ramban here is in disagreement with other Rishonim who do not see this as a sin. In fact, the Ramban’s opinion
here seems to be in conflict with the Mishna in Avos (3 mawn 17 pa9)which teaches: 19y 1028 07728 7RINI NI 7YY
0722 71y) 017w, The famine and Avrohom’s descent to Egypt is seen as one of the ten tests. According to other
commentators Avrohom passed the test in that he did not questions G-d. But according to the Ramban he failed the test
by leaving to o1x¥»n. How will the Ramban explain the Mishna? Perhaps we might propose that the words 72102 7w
does not mean that he passed the tests but rather that he withstood the tests, as the word 71y infers. Even when he
failed he did not let the failure defeat him, but rather continued on his path, learning from his errors.
3 An interesting thought: The only positive parallel is that both o772x and 2xw» *12 left with great wealth. This might
explain why 112k 071728 was so insistent on Hxw» *12 leaving 0>xn with 7173 w107, onnax claims that If the pain |
endured was inflicted upon my descendants, then the wealth that | was given should be given to them as well.
4 The full Midrash the Ramban quotes reads:
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