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Translation:
The words of Torah should be new to you as if they were given today.

Explanation:
On one level the Musag is teaching that learning Torah should always be
fresh and exciting as if the Torah was received this very day. Additionally, it
is teaching that one should look at each day of his service to Hashem as a
new day. One who failed yesterday should see today as a new opportunity for
Teshuvah: to begin afresh as if the Torah was first given today, making
yesterday’s failures irrelevant. By the same token, one should not rely on
past accomplishments, but live each day anew.

Looking in the Pasuk:
Rashi quotes the Midrash which comments on the use of the words 7177 012
in the present tense, instead of saying X177 01°2 in the past tense. The Midrash
answers that the power of Teshuvah allows us to look at the receiving of the
Torah not as a past event, but rather as one that took place today. With this
we understand the Pasuk that follows which mentions the fact that they had
just left Refidim'.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: One should look at every day as a fresh opportunity to observe the
Torah.
Understand: One should not feel that failure to observe the Torah in the past
will hinder his or her ability to observe it in the future. Rather, the power of
721wn allows one to begin the new day with a fresh slate as if the Torah was
just given now.
Think: Looking at the context in which a lesson is taught, as well as the exact
use of tense, plays a significant role in understanding the Torah’s message.

1 See the Mechilta quoted by Rashi on (2>7°571 w01 7"7) 2 P09, which teaches that the point of the Torah telling us
that they had left 2>7°57 was to focus on the fact that they had done Teshuvah, that is to say that they had indeed
moved on from the mistakes they made in 2>7°91.



NOTES

1. Rashi’s source is found in the j2° 82710 which reads:
.TINI 7T 017 19°RD ROR L, PPy N OR 717 RANWI RPX 2382 7377 0192 °37 19190 7272 N2 717 212
The most common understanding of this Musag is that one should approach the study of Torah with
enthusiasm and excitement as if one were standing at Har Sinai and had just received the Torah. This
sentiment is found in the Gemoroh (:30 M>72) which teaches:
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The Gemoroh is commenting on the fact that after 40 years in the desert Hashem tells the
people,“Today you have become a people”. The day we ‘became a people’ obviously refers to the day
we received the Torah, which, the Gemoroh points out, did not take place on that day. The Gemoroh
answers that the Torah is dear to those who learn it as if it was given that very day.
While it is certainly possible that the Tanchumah Rashi quotes is echoing a similar message, this is not
necessarily the case. A major difficulty with this understanding is that the 7177 012 mentioned in our
Pasuk does not take place on the 6th day of Sivan, when the Torah was given, but rather on the first day
of Sivan! Additionally, there is simply no hint whatsoever in our Pasuk to the giving of the Torah. If we
were to compare it to the Pasuk mentioned in the Gemoroh, we would find that the Pasuk there reads
oy’ N7, you became a people, a clear reference to receiving the Torah. No such reference exists here.
Therefore, we propose a different understanding of the Midrash. Rather than echoing the lesson taught
in the Gemoroh, the Midrash is teaching a different lesson”. It is telling us that on Rosh Chodesh Sivan
the people learned the lesson of 7177 212, But, what happened on this day that was to become a lesson
for all time?
The answer is that they came to °1°0 727 and prepared for 770 1. However, where they came fo is
only half the story; where they came from is much more significant. The next Pasuk tells us g7
10 1277 XA 027971, they arrived in °1°0 1277 and prepared to accept the Torah after leaving o°71°57.
When we remember that 0°7°97 was the place where 7710 127 2%y 1™, we marvel at the fact that
they were able to leave that negative experience behind and proceed to prepare for the most intimate of
relationships with Hashem. This models for us the power of Teshuvah, as Rashi on 2 p105 quoting the
Mechilta comments: .721wN2 27977 JNY°01 AR ,7A1WNA 2190 12717 AR’ 7D
The concept of Teshuvah allows us to leave yesterday behind. It allows us to look at today as a new
day, as if yesterday never happened. This is the idea of 1101 017 12x%5 %Y w77 770 127 1, Torah
should be new to you as if it was first given today, making yesterday’s sins irrelevant as if they were
committed before the Torah was given. And, this amazing ability, to be able to look only at today - 012
71 - was given to us as well. We are thus urged to look at each day as they did, o°w7n>, as a new day, a
new start, unencumbered with the mistakes of our past, the personal 2°7°57 we all wish to leave behind.
There is, at the same time, a facet of this idea that obligates us as well. For just as the mistakes of
yesterday do not count against us, so too the accomplishments of yesterday do not suffice. We should
look at every day as if the Torah was first given today as a motivation to not rest on the laurels of the
past but to demand of ourselves constant growth in our awn nay.*

2. Questions for further discussion:
a. Rashi comments that they arrived at °1°0 9272 on w717 WX, Does this somehow connect to our
Musag?
b. Compare and contrast the wording of Rashi and the wording of the Gemoroh in :30 n1572. Are
there clear hints that the two 2" 127 are teaching different lessons?

2 The wording of the Tanchumah, however, does not seem to support our explanation.
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4 Rov S.R. Hirsch understands this to be the lesson of the jw77 nm17n. The daily service in the w7pni n°2 begins with
the clearing away of the ashes of yesterday’s sacrifices. Rov Hirsch (7:1 X1p"1) explains:
Fresh, as if had yet been accomplished, does the beginning of every new day call us to go to our mission with full
new devotion and sacrifice, and nothing that has already been done may lessen the energy with which we go to
our duty. The thought of what has already been accomplished can be the death of that which is still to be
accomplished.



