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Translation:
Eretz Yisroel is higher than all other lands.

Explanation:
Eretz Yisroel is not geographically higher than other lands', rather it is
higher spiritually than other lands. But then why not just say ‘Eretz
Yisroel is holier than all other lands’? Chazal convey this point in terms
of being physically higher to teach that the spiritual greatness of Eretz
Yisroel is not the result of our sanctifying the land, but its holiness is
natural, an integral part of the land itself”. The Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel
1s a physical attribute of the land, and therefore can never be removed.

Looking in the Pasuk:
Rashi mentions the Chazal which tells us that Eretz Yisroel is higher
than all other lands in order to explain the words >aR X 1731, to go up to
my father, as well as the words *7X 1777, come down to me, which appear
at the end of the Pasuk. However, the term 1%V is used many times in
Chumash and Rashi does not make the same comment’. Perhaps Rashi
understands that Yosef, with the words >a& & 193, was trying to
communicate to his brothers that the Kedusha of X v is not
dependent on Yaakov and his family being there. Do not worry, he is
telling them, that by leaving to Mitzrayim 2R3> v & will lose its
Kedusha, for 5Xw° y2R is naturally Kadosh, higher than all other lands.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel is a physical trait of the land itself.
Understand: Why the Kedusha of E”Y differs from that of other lands
and the nature of the different types and levels of Kedusha found in E”’Y
itself.
Think: Compare and contrast Rashi’s comments here to similar
Pesukim.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2
3 See note #3



NOTES

1. A way to explain the Musag in physical terms is provided by the X"w2mn. The Gemoroh in n*1vn ndon
(»°) tells us M0D27 X121 1710 DWI 921 7NN DRI YRWS VIR, Eretz Yisroel was created first and the
remainder of the world afterwards. Therefore if we look at the world as a sphere created from the top
down, Eretz Yisroel would be at the top of the sphere, higher than all other lands.

2. The Rambam* writes in (1u"71 1"9) 77°127 N°2 N37 that there is a fundamental difference between the
Kedusha of the Beis Hamikdash and Yerushalayim and the Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel (as pertains to
Shmitta and Maasros). The Kedusha of the former is the result of the Shechina, and the Shechina is
always present, while the Kedusha of the rest of Eretz Yisroel regarding Shmitta and Maasros was
dependent on the conquering of the land, and once the people left, the Kedusha was voided”’. That said,
the whole land of Israel, at least in comparison to other lands, also contains some inherent Kedusha
(however not on the level of Yerushalayim®) given the fact that like the Beis Hamikdash and
Yerushalayim, Hashem’s Shechina is always present as the Pasuk says,
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The Rambam (2° 75973 1 P79 77°127 n°2 M) talks of this Kedusha of 587w yoX and writes:
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To summarize, we find 3 levels of holiness:
The Kedusha of w7pnn n°21 o°%wn which allows for the bringing of n127p and the eating of *1w wyn.
This Kedusha is due to the intensified Shechina which resides there’.
The Kedusha of 2% yX in that one may bring anm nwy 1w ,0°15°2 only from 287w yoX (these
levels of holiness are inherent, eternal, and not the result of human sanctification)
The Kedusha of X% y7X as regards Shmitta and Maasros which is dependent on the sanctification of
the land first by Yehoshua and then after 32 n93 by Ezra.

3. The Rashi here is actually quite puzzling. The Chazal that Rashi quotes is not written in the context
of our Pasuk. It is quite unusual for Rashi to quote Chazal out of context. In fact the Gemoroh in Pw17°p
which teaches us this Musag actually asks from where do we know that HRw> y9X is higher, and it
quotes a Pasuk in (11:30) 117°%, but does not mention our Pasuk or any other Pasuk in Chumash. The
obvious reason not to quote our Pasuk is that you could only prove that X7w* y9X is higher than
Mitzrayim, but it does not prove that it is higher than all other lands. Also problematic is that when
Avrohom Avinu leaves Mitzrayim it also uses the term 95"’ and Rashi does not mention this Chazal. In
fact, 77 himself used the term *aR X 77¥X R a few Pesukim earlier and Rashi did not quote the
Chazal. We therefore propose that Rashi is coming to present a novel interpretation of Yosef’s words to
his brothers.

4. Questions for further thought:
a. Could Yosef’s assurances regarding the Kedusha of "X have anything to do with the last
timeYaakov left Eretz Yisroel in X" nw15?
b. We have learned about Kedusha found in places and the differences between them. Do the
same differences apply to Kedusha found in objects (121 n°%>2 99w ,wmii 770 190)?
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5 This is only regarding the first conquering of the land by Yehoshua. However the second conquering, of Ezra, was
different, as the Rambam explains, and afterwards the land retained this Kedusha.
6 Accordingly, the Gemoroh (.bo 1w17°p) tells us that MXART 737 7123 DRIV PR IR IR Do M2 wIpng 02
7 It is important to note that even within 2°>w11° and the w1pna n°2 the levels of 7w17p are not similar. The Rambam
we have quoted above details (23-2> M%7 1 p79) the 10 different levels of Kedusha.
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