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Through their disgrace we can learn their praise, that they did not speak one
way with their mouths and another with their hearts.
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Translation:
They did not speak one way with their mouth and another with their heart.

Explanation:
Our Rabbis teach us that it is forbidden to be two-faced, hating a person in your heart
while befriending them with your words. The X7n3 lists such an action as one that is
hated by Hashem.
In truth even harboring hatred in one’s heart, without ever saying a word to the other
person, is forbidden by the Torah. One who does so transgresses the negative
commandment of 72272 nX NX X1wn &7, Whether or not simply letting the person know
you hate them would remove this particular transgression, or if you have to let them
know why you hate them, is a subject of debate'.
The underlying reason behind these laws is that by hiding your displeasure with others,
either by saying nothing or by lying about your feelings, the feud between you and your
fellow will never be solved and will only grow and deepen. Not only will the hate you
carry with you injure your emotional well being, but it will also deny your friend the
benefit of the doubt that his actions were unintentional and not provide him with the
opportunity to correct his actions”.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The Midrash Rashi quotes is bothered by the fact that the Torah feels a need to tell us
that Yosef’s brothers could not speak civilly with him. Isn’t it sufficient to tell us that
they hated him? The Midrash answers by telling us that the Pasuk is actually noting a
point of praise for the brothers; that at least they did not hide their hatred or speak nicely
to him while hating him in their hearts.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: It is forbidden to harbor hatred for your fellow Jew in your heart, and certainly
one should not act as if they like someone while hating them in their heart.
Understand: Frequently, those who hurt us do so out of insensitivity, not hatred. Only by
telling them how you feel can you help them change for the better.
Think: Since we know that Yosef’s brothers hated him, why does the Torah need to tell
us that they could not speak civilly to him? Could they have acted differently?

! See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. The source for Rashi’s comments is the 727 w71 which reads:
ul 5&1?31[/) '[57!5 ,10AW YT ANKX 202w Sw 1012 710N RPYT 2 720K AR PR 597 O7PaR 27X NN 23 AR IR
1927 R?1 821 092 ,(12°92 PRWT 1292 7AW 1) 102092 192002 97,20 T YIR% PINR OV 21HWwaAR 127 R (0
(292 o1 0% AW AN ,01PWH 11271707 RY IRD DAR) N9 12002 07 019w 12T
The wording that Rashi uses, which is our Musag, 272 71X 7192 71X 112°7 X%W, does not appear in the
Midrash. Rashi borrowed this terminology from a Gemoroh (.t»n n”1) which teaches:
R 172 9 ROR 207 A9°K 9992 P RYM 207X 1 (192:07 XIpM) b TN o s T 2372 01 220
.72 IRY 1792 TR 0270 KOW RITT 02X MR LPIY IOV IR ,PIR T I
Rabbi Yossi the son of Rabbi Yehudah says: What does the Torah mean when it says you should
have a just ‘Hin measure’? Is this not already included in the commandment to have an ‘Eifah
measure’? Rather it is to teach you that your ‘yes’ (Hen in Aramaic) should be just and your no
should be just (you should keep your word). Abaya said it is to teach you not to speak one way with
your mouth while thinking another in your heart”.
An additional source is the Gemoroh (:3°p o°noo) which teaches:
131 292 TARY 7192 TR 72707 LRI RIT 7172 WTPa whw

Yosef’s brothers clearly hated him as the Pasuk relates. While criticizing the brothers for this
hatred, the Pasuk teaches us that the brothers did have a redeeming feature: They let Yosef know
exactly how they felt! The brothers could have lied to Yosef about their feelings, or they could have
simply kept silent. Either would have been a sin.
If they would have kept silent they would have transgressed the commandment of 7nX nX X1wn X
(7:v° X1p") 72272, which forbids a Jew to harbor hatred in his heart against another Jew. The
Rambam (77 7197771 P79 M7 N1397) writes:

RIW 2 ROR 77N 7701 K2 ... 72292 AR DR RIWD KD WARIW AWYN K22 921V 1292 DRI TR RIWT 2D

RIWN RD 2WA T2 IR ORW WKW DR DI 17720 DR 7907 22K 202w

If they would have lied to him about how they felt, they would have also been guilty of being two-
faced, speaking 7192 X1 292 7K. This too is codified by the Rambam (1 75%71 2 P19 ow) who writes:
D277 RIT 292w P 1725 1910 ROR 292 7RI 792 AR 7T KDY ,IN0D1 MPOT 7272 MY 21T OTRY? 10K
191 >33 NYT 129OR1 NP2 YT 21130 0K ,192W

What needs clarification is why Rashi chose to add the issue of 7192 TrXY 272 71X, whereas the w7
did not. That is to say Rashi seems to be focusing on the fact that the brothers were not two-faced,
while the w71 seems to be focusing on the fact that they did not harbor their hatred in their hearts.

One might answer that Rashi actually includes both. For if I say they were not two faced, and that
they let Yosef know exactly how they felt, then obviously they had not harbored that hatred in their
hearts. However, we still wonder why Rashi felt a need to add this issue at all. Why not simply
quote the w1 as is, and only credit the brothers for not keeping silent and not transgressing X?
72252 iR nX Rwn? Why add the issue of ;7192 7R 292 7R?

We may answer by asking the following question: Does one fulfill his obligation of 7°nX nX X1wn X?
72272 simply by telling the person that you hate them, or are you obligated to tell them in a way
that might heal the rift? The Rambam quoted above would seem to answer the former, as he
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* The practical difference between the opinion of Rabbi Yossi and Abaye is whether there is an obligation to keep your
word. According to Rabbi Yossi 7 17 teaches us that we must fulfill what we promise. However, Abaye argues and
claims that the only obligation is not to promise or say one thing while in your heart you know it is not so. However, in
situations when at the time of the promise you had planned to keep your commitment and then the situation changed,
Abaye would claim that you no longer have an obligation to keep your word. The Halacha is that is important to both
keep your word and not be two-faced.



explains the prohibition to be simply harboring hatred. This is supported by the words of the
Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvos (2w n”%) where he writes:
JRDI T DY N2 PR ININ KRN RITW WITIT ARIWT 19 ARIAWI 2IAR

However, I believe, the Ramban disagrees. The Ramban seeks to explain the connection between
the first part of the Pasuk which teaches 72272 7nx nX Xawn X7 and the second part which teaches
TnPR DR 2N a7, followed by the third part “Xom »5y xwn 891, The Ramban entertains the
possibility that there is no strong connection but then adds:
TOR DR RIWD 5 ,2IN27 AR .(TD N2 D’WNWJ) '[5?3’3& DX 072N 1172371 172 ,”1°230 1237”7 %2 ,°1°Y2 1121
7730 XYY 7292 10RIW MIDDY ROM POV RWN KDY ,TAY DPWY 730 Y172 11110 22K, 71800 RHW T2 IMwya 72252
A% 9920 IRVA DY ATIN 210 R, TR PXINY IR 02 00,10

The Ramban here connects the three parts of the Pasuk, Xor 199 Rwn K91 ,7°910 12237 ,Rwn XY into
one continuous idea. One must not harbor hatred for his brother in his heart, rather he must tell him
what he has done wrong, and by telling him he will save himself from the sin of carrying this hatred
in his heart.
It is, therefore, possible to infer from the Ramban’s words that if one were to simply tell his brother
that he hates him but not say it in a way that would help him correct his actions, he would not fulfill
the intent of the Pasuk.

What did Yosef’s brothers do? The Pasuk tells us 219w 1127 195° &2, they could not speak with him
in a civil manner. Clearly they had no interest in healing the rift between them, only in letting him
know how much they hated him! Are they to be lauded for baring their feelings to him? According
the Rambam the answer is yes, for they thus fulfilled the commandment of 72272 7°nx NX Rawn X5.
According the Ramban the answer is no, for they did not seek reconciliation, only to vent their
hatred. According to the opinion of the Ramban, if we were to credit the brothers with anything it
would be that at least they were not two-faced, 22 71X 1792 TnX.

We may thus propose that Rashi agrees with the Ramban and therefore did not wish to understand
the Midrash as referring to the W% of X1wn &2, for by not being able to talk with Yosef civilly they
indeed transgressed the 1X7. Rather, Rashi chose to understand the Midrash as crediting the brothers
for not speaking 252 71X1 17192 71X for this they most certainly did not do.

2. I think it is important to ask: Why is it so important to express one’s hatred? After all, couldn’t
one argue that bringing it out into the open will only cause the other person to become defensive
and deepen the hatred?

I believe the answer is that one who harbors hatred in their heart does so because they feel that the
other person cannot or will not change their ways. They believe that the actions of the other that
caused the feud in the first place were deliberate and intentional and reveal their true evil character.
In truth, this is rarely so. I once heard a brilliant line which read: “Never attribute to malice that
which can be explained by incompetence.” Most people hurt others not out of malice but rather out
of social incompetence; simply put, they just were not thinking how their actions would be
interpreted by others. Telling others that they have hurt you means giving them the benefit of the
doubt that their actions are not rooted in a deeply based evil streak, but rather in unintentional acts
that can easily be corrected.

3. Question for further thought:
If you suspect that by telling the person that you hate them, they will not try to reconcile
with you, but only damage your relationship, do you think there is still an obligation to tell
them?
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