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Translation:

To make known the reward of Tzadikim... to him it happened that there were spices, so
that he should not be harmed by the foul odor.

Explanation:

Although the descent of the Jewish people to Mitzrayim was commencing with the sale
of Yosef, Hashem wanted to send a message to Yosef, and thus to the entire nation, that
he had not forsaken them. A Yishmaeli caravan, which usually carried foul smelling
cargo, 'happens’ to pass by carrying pleasant smelling spices. The brothers sell Yosef to
the caravan®, and Yosef realizes that Hashem, while punishing him, is still taking care of
him’. This realization will help Yosef successfully survive the many ordeals he will
undergo until he rises to greatness in Egypt.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The Musag is derived from the fact that the Torah saw fit to tell us what type of cargo the
caravan carried. This seemingly irrelevant fact carried with it an important Divine
message”: that even when He is compelled to punish, Hashem does not abandon us.

In addition, there seem to be contradictory reports in the Torah regarding through whom
the sale took place, the @Yxynw> or the ooy, Carefully reading the text reveals the
‘coincidental’ appearance of both the >>nyne» haulers and the » 7 merchants which
made the sale of Yosef possible.

Musag Learning Outcomes:

Know: The surprising presence of spices amongst the cargo of the Yishmaeli caravan
which brought him to Egypt conveyed to Yosef the message that Hashem still cared for
him.

Understand: Even when Hashem is compelled to punish, He does not abandon us, but
continues to seek our welfare. This is the result of us being like children to Hashem, whose
goodness to us is expressed by His continued interest in our lives even when He displays His
displeasure with our actions.

Think: How the text of the Torah, when read carefully, carries with it messages that help us
understand Hashem’s attributes as well as clarify Biblical events.
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See note #3
See note #1
See note #2
Whether it was only Yosef who understood the message, or whether the brothers also understood is discussed in
footnote #8.



NOTES

1. There is a lack of clarity as to how the sale of Yosef actually took place. The problem is that the
Pesukim themselves seem to openly contradict each other. Our Pasuk refers to 2*2Xynw® nnax, and
our Musag talks of Yosef being with them and the spices they were carrying. In 1> 7109 Yehudah
says: DORYPY Y 11700 109, again pointing to the fact that the o°oRynw» bought Yosef from the
brothers. In the next Pasuk, however, the 270 01> appear and the Pasuk reports that they sold
Yosef to the 2°2&ynw° who then brought him to 2°7%n. In 1% P05 we read: 2°7%177K IR 171 2217,
seeming to contradict our previous understanding that it was the 2°9xvnw> who carried him to o™,
and, finally, in X P05 v% P79 the Torah tells us:

AW WMTNT WK DORVAYST TR R WOR D107 W AYID 010 19D 3Py, conflicting with the
previous source that told of the o1 bringing him to 0°7%¥n. To explain the conflicting Pesukim,
Rashi (172y 7"7) teaches, 7277 0°nyd 011w, that Yosef was sold multiple times. Rashi (1ownm 7"7)
adds the order in which he was sold: 22781 2217771 217717 QHRIAW T ,D°IRYAY? 3TN0,

There are a number of difficulties with Rashi’s understanding. First, if the 2°71 bought Yosef from
the 0°9xvnw" only after the brothers sold him to the o°%xynw», then why does the Pasuk mention the
0°11 before the brothers sell him to the o°9xvnw? Second, how does Rashi explain the Pasuk
which says that the o°9xvnw> sold Yosef to onx¥n? Third, if the first caravan of °2xynw were not
the ones to bring Yosef to 0xn, then why does the Torah mention that the first group were on their
way to 0™¥n? And, finally, if the first caravan only carried Yosef until they sold him to the 1>
then Yosef only had the pleasant smell of the spices for a short time, and not all the way to o»x»!

In order to answer all the above, we turn to the commentary of the wTpi1 0 7w who explains as
follows: The o°7Rvnw> were not merchants but rather more like the truckers of today; they carried
merchandise from place to place, as the Pasuk says "1 %1 nX21 o°kw1. They, therefore, would not
be the ones to buy Yosef from the brothers. However, at the same time appear the o no o177,
who, as the Pasuk tells us, were the oMo, the merchants. Explains the v17pi 0»n 7R, the o1 ™
were the ones who actually bought Yosef, and the 0°9xvnw» carried him. The brothers wished to sell
him to the o°oRynw°, however the appearance of the o°17» was necessary to make this happen,
exactly as the Pesukim relate. Upon reaching 0>1¥n they again work in tandem. The 2°%Xvnw” bring
the ‘merchandise’ while the 0°1>7 take care of the business end. This explains why the Pasuk tells
us %7 YR NKR 1192 2217, and also aRW 10770 WK DOORVAYOT T .90 11Ip7, the sale to the
0°13¥n was bartered by the °T» merchants, who took him from the hands of the o*>Xynw», who had
carried him to Egypt.

Thus, in order for the sale of Yosef to take place, two things had to happen simultaneously: Both
the o°>&ynw» and the 2°1>11 had to pass by the brothers at the same time in order for one to effect the
sale of Yosef and the other to carry him to a>xn.

2. The source for Rashi’s comments are found in (5> 12°0 7 7w 2w"1) 727 N°wX"2 which reads:
TR ROR 103 MY KRR 210 DPAP DORYAYY D 1977 PR XM RITD 12 RIAR "R ORI DTV RYN
SW 7 %197 OR2 N2V MOT RANY 7D DONW2 2°RDA QOPW VY SR POTX IMIRD K17 TIN2 WP 0T
Rakbmin)yj

The question that must be asked is that this seems like a very small compensation for the Tzaddik,
nor. Put simply, I would highly doubt that Yosef, as he is being sold into slavery by his brothers
and ripped away from his father and his homeland, is thinking, “Well, at least it smells good here!”
In his misery, Yosef most probably did not even notice the spices, so what type of %W 70w 1M
>7¥ is this? I am sure that Yosef would have preferred to return home to his father as his reward
and pass on the spices.
Perhaps we might answer by bringing a similar Chazal. The Gemoroh (:fi2 m372) teaches us the
origins of the fourth 7572 in 11777 N372 known as 2°vnm 2107:

mupb ANOIW 20AM P00 XYW 205 ,2°0771 2107 712°2 71PN rm:pb 202 %2170 1IN 210 NN

5 Not coincidentally, I am writing these notes on 1120 10, the v X of the o»nn MX.



Again, we are forced to ask: The murder of thousands upon thousands of Jews by the Romans in
the destruction of the city of Beitar was a national calamity that almost matched the destruction of
the wpnn n°a. Why in the world would I make a 7572 over such a tragedy? True, the bodies did not
decompose, but that is a very small consolation at a time of great suffering; why institute a blessing
that says Hashem is 210? After all, the Gemoroh (.71 @) teaches us: 207 7172 WX MW MW 5
AR 177 N2 IR MY M2 Y ,20mm, how then could they classify this as maw mmwa?

Even more difficult to understand is when we consider why this 71972 was instituted in 7177 n372.
The mooIn *9v3 explain® that this is because usually 1 N7 is recited over wine, which reminds
us of this event. It seems that the Romans had stacked up the bodies of the murdered Jews around
their vineyards, thus, explains n101n, drinking wine reminds us of the historical background which
led to the blessing. But, again, we must wonder: Being reminded of the piles of bodies which
surrounded the vineyards should make us sick to our stomachs, not inspire us to bless Hashem’s
goodness!

I think the explanation lies in first asking: Why did the Romans want to pile up the bodies? What
did they want to accomplish? The answer is that they wanted to break the spirit of the Jews. They
wanted them to relive the tragedy day after day when they passed by the slowly decomposing
bodies. They wanted to constantly drive home the point that there was no G-d who protected the
Jews or cared for their welfare. And, they should have been successful.

But, then something miraculous happened. As the Jews passed the bodies day after day, they
noticed something; even in the sweltering heat of the summer months the bodies were not
decomposing. G-d had not abandoned his people after all! The Roman ploy had backfired. Instead
of demoralizing the people it gave them hope for the future. Yes, Hashem was angry with us and
had punished us, but He has not forsaken us, and was sending us a clear message that He still cared.
Immediately, the Romans allowed for burial’.

We may now understand why the blessing of 2°vnm 2107 was established regarding this event. For
the extent of Hashem’s goodness towards us is exhibited most clearly when He still cares for us
even when we do not follow His will. Like a father towards a wayward son, He punishes us
because it is necessary for our own good, but loves us no less.

Yosef realized the same. Of course, the sweet smell of spices could in no way assuage the pain he
felt. He realized that Hashem was punishing him by distancing him from his loving father.
However, by smelling the spices he also recognized that something else was happening. Why in the
world, he asked himself, are these Arabs carrying spices? The answer was obvious: Hashem was
still there with him®, 7% *31% Wy, and this realization would be the secret to his survival and the
inspiration which would spur him towards greatness.

That Hashem wished to send a message to Yosef, conveying to him that He had not forsaken him,
is echoed in the words of the Midrash which explains the words in Tehilim® 7701 nx 21y &%:

=)

117°n "7 XD mavn noon

7 Perhaps this explains the double blessing of not decomposing and the allowance for burial: X>w 21077 ,2°0Pm 207
7712p% unIw 2w ol Since they did not decompose, which gave the people hope, the Romans realized their plan
had had the exact opposite result, and immediately allowed for burial.

8 Itis interesting to note that the 2°ninni M2°7 of the 727 w17 mentioned at the beginning of this note is on the words
1R 27y W, T would have expected the Midrash to comment on the words %1 nRk21 o°Rw1. Perhaps the brothers
themselves came to the same realization; that something unique was happening. Maybe seeing the strange sight of
an Arab caravan carrying spices spurred them to think that Hashem wanted Yosef on that caravan and not in the pit.
This would seem to be borne out by the order of the Pesukim, in which the Torah informs us as to the nature of the
cargo before telling us of the brothers’ decision to sell Yosef. We propose that the nature of the cargo was the
catalyst to their decision. (Also, the words in the Midrash X7 7172 w177 19°T 71 X1 may point to the same
understanding.)

The same peculiarity is found in an additional Midrash which teaches:
12 R 227X ENIW ROR IOV VI 70 MY ROR PRWII NPT 020279 9w 1977 PR RO OO0 IRWN 207 DIRY 12w MR K17 00
nynw mpb’) .ADY N2 NAR DY DM DYWA 110V 200n DOP°TX SW 10V DYWA OR 771 MM 9P 02127 M ,P2°ana 0137
.(7 275 N1272 RNODIN - 12PN 17 1NW WD 77N
Here too the words in the Pasuk the Midrash comments on are 27°1°y W@ and not "1 nk21. The Midrash also
strengthens our explanation of the presence of the spices assuring Yosef that Hashem was still with him even when
Hashem’s anger was expressed against him.
9 721 YY) YN MR 0PIYY P70nTNN Aty XD vIwn 23R 103 N



XX 102 07913 PW 1977 PR K2M PIVI0 1 M1 ,00M0 20T DOWIR 11297 AW 19°7 ,A01°2 927 NR 127
K21 907,270 11719 PRIR KPR L7 1777 P2 101 7 27X KT RIT N2 WITRI MR KPR L0191 X NROI 2°00Y 10y
(2%wn 17N 297N YA VIP?Y) PTON DR MY

3. As mentioned in the above notes, Rashi is basing his commentary here on the 2w found in
the 727 w7 on MWwXI2 and in the *1wnw vP%° on Tehilim. However, neither uses the wording jn»
D°p>7% HWw 170w, What is particularly troubling is that the reward given to Tzadikim is reserved for
X271 09w, and not in this world. This is taught in Pirkei Avos (Tu mIwn 2 PI9): FRIR?R H¥2 RIT 1281
Ri2b YL DPUTE DY 10 10n LYT) .I09YR T2 72 ohwhy. Rashi himself'®, quotes the Gemoroh in
(.20) 121Y which teaches 070w 9% L8237 22WH ,nn?Y .amwy? ara. So, how can Rashi comment
that Yosef is receiving his reward in this world?

Perhaps we might answer, using the idea developed above, that certainly a pleasant smell can in no
way be construed as an actual reward for his Mitzvos given the terrible predicament Yosef found
himself in. However, Rashi comments, knowing Hashem did not abandon him was the ‘reward’ he
did receive. While a Tzadik is not compensated for his deeds, the mere fact that he is constantly
aware of Hashem’s presence and guiding hand is reward in itself. This is the 2°p>7% 5w 170w 1N of
which Rashi speaks.

4. Questions for further discussion:
a. In Rashi’s understanding of the Midrash, he writes that the purpose of the spices was so
that Yosef should not be ‘damaged’ by the foul smell''. To what type of damage do you
think Rashi is referring?
b. Can you think of other examples in Tanach where Hashem displays His love for us even
in times when He seems to be angry with us?
c. If all that Hashem does is, in the end result, for our good, why then do we make different
m>12 for good (2°vnm 207 7112) and for bad (MR 17 7112) news?

10 X090 1 p7d 0027
11 None of Midrashim I have found that Rashi might have used as a source use the wording of pr1, damage.



