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Translation:

Those who are extremely careful' do Mitzvos as early as possible”.

Explanation:

One should show how much they love to do Mitzvos and do them as
soon as possible and not delay’. We learn this from Avrohom Aveinu
who woke up early in the morning to fulfil the command of Hashem.
The command of Hashem to sacrifice his son was certainly a most
difficult, and even confusing, task. And yet, Avrohom did not hesitate.
Because of his love for Hashem, he woke up early in the morning to do
Hashem’s will*. How he would go about keeping Hashem’s command
was the most important part of the test.

If this holds true for difficult Mitzvos, most certainly it should hold true
for easier Mitzvos.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The Pasuk does not say 7922 o772K (2.1.p) 227, but rather (2.2.w) aow,
meaning he got up early’.

Musag Learning Qutcomes:

Know: Difference between »n.1.p and ».2.%, between 771 DR 71 DA, &
meaning of 1.

Understand: How Avrohom’s love for Hashem was being tested by
seeing how quickly Avrohom would move to fulfill Hashem’s command
despite reasons to do otherwise.

Think: How verb usage can completely change Pasuk meaning.

O N S R S

The word 2°r77 in 2"m does not usually mean one who acts quickly, but rather one who is extremely careful.
See note #1
See note #2
See note #3
See note #4



NOTES

1. A corollary concept is the well known "1 which states max7nn 5% 7% axan mxn. The only
source for this idea is found in the Mechiltah® (quoted by Rashi in Shmos 1°:2°):
NiXRT DR YN0 PRY 9772, NTKng nRe N?N ”nixng DR XIp 0N 58 ,niR WX 027 1M DR ann
(0 7w - RNP97) 0 ARIR APY 7707 82 OX XPX ,NNERT DY YN0 1R 72
An interesting question is why do we need two different "1 to tell us basically the same point?
Upon analyzing the concept of nn¥n? 1°»>7pn 0°1°71 one could wonder that the message here seems
obvious. Of course one who acts carefully does Mitzvos at the first opportunity, why wouldn’t
they? And, why do I need a Pasuk about Avrohom’s actions to prove what seems to be a rather
obvious idea?
Perhaps we might answer that the two concepts do not apply to the same situations. Rather, the
concept of 7% 1Rk mMxn refers to a situation in which the mx» is in front of you (77°% X2 oK), in
such a case you many not turn your back on the m¥» but rather you must do it immediately’.
However, when the Mitzvah is not yet ‘in your hand’, I might think you can wait. And, waiting
may even be preferred! The possible reason is another concept of "Wwn> oy X", It appears as a
burden to him.® T might have therefore thought that one should not do a Mitzvah immediately so
that it should not appear as if he wants to rid himself of the obligation. Thus, the concept of 277
11n7Pn teaches us that those who are extremely careful with Mitzvos do not make such calculations
but rather do the Mitzvah immediately’. The proof of the correctness of this type of action is from
Avrohom Avinu, who could, and maybe should, have waited for further instructions from Hashem
(see Note #2&3) but his love for Hashem told him to act immediately.

2. The source of this Mitzvah is awn naaX. One who does something out of fear will do the
minimum, as they only want to avoid punishment. But when someone does something out of love
they do the most they can, as quickly as possible, in the best way possible.

3. There is a well known question regrading the test of Avrohom to sacrifice Yitzchok. After all, it
is asked, Avrohom knew of Hashem as the creator of the world whose power was without limits.
Therefore, what real options did Avrohom have other than to do the will of Hashem?
One of the answers is that Avrohom’s only option was to delay. After all, Hashem had previously
told him y71 7% %79 pnx*2 °> and now Hashem had seemingly changed his mind and asked
Avrohom to sacrifice his son. Avrohom could have reasoned if I were to delay fulfilling this
command maybe Hashem will change his mind again. But Avrohom not only did not delay, he
actually awoke early to quickly do Hashem’s will.
Thus, the test was not to see if Avrohom would sacrifice Yitzchok, but how quickly he would act,
would he act out of fear or out of love. According to this understanding, the fact that Avrohom
awoke early was not an addition to him passing the test, but was the way in which he passed the
test.
The Mishnah in Avos (3 71wn 11 p79) which mentions the tests tells us:

7"V AR 072K DY iN2n M 7int ,0702 Thy) A"V 1IN 07738 79103 Ni101 Ay

6 5. The exact wording of 71%°n1n X is not found in the Mechiltah. The earliest source for such wording (that I could
find) is in Rashi in (:1) 79°3 noon which reads: 71%°mn 9% 77°% My DRI DR M7 IR QDAY

7 This concept is used as a proof for the 75717 of N¥n Y PIv2vn PR, which only applies when the Mitzvos are in front
of you. An example of this is that even though a man should put on his Tallis in the morning before his Tefillin, if
he picked up his Tefillin first, he may not put them down and put on his Tallis. This would be a slight to the Tefillin.
Rather in such a case he must complete the Mitzvah in his hand (Tefillin) and put on his Tallis afterwards.

8 An example is found in the 75977 that when one enters a Shul he or she should not start davening immediately by the
door, but should first enter a few steps (two doorway widths). The reason explained by Rashi in .11 11372 noon is that
by standing at the door and davening immediately 01377 N°2 212°Y Mwn3 oY AR

9 See :2% mwn wX1 where the Gemoroh preferred 9771 to be said later in the day (7o) so that more people might be
present (72 n777 2y 2112) but instead concluded that it should be said earlier (n°7nw) because of 12°7pn 111



The purpose of the tests was 11°ar 07728 7w 1n2n 37172, This could mean how much Hashem loved
Avrohom, or as we understand it, to show how much Avrohom loved Hashem.

4. The Pasuk also consists of 5 other shorashim (2.%.7 ,».0.p ,v.p.2 ,n0.p.% ,w.2.n) which show how
active Avrohom was.

5. Additional questions:
a. What else did Avrohom do to show his love for Hashem during this test?
b. If what Avrohom did showed his deep love for Hashem, why does the Pasuk say fny
TNX 2P9R K 02 nyT?
c. Why do we laud Avrohom’s w51 n7°on, do we not find thousands of examples of n77on
w91 in our history?



