
  יראופרשת 

 ג פסוק כב פרק
  רקֶ בֹּ֗ בַּ  םהָ֜ רָ בְ אַ  םכֵּ֨ שְׁ יַּ וַ   ע֙ קַּ בַ יְ וַ  וֹנ֑ בְּ  קחָ֣ צְ יִ  תאֵ֖ וְ  וֹתּ֔ אִ  ו֙ ירָ עָ נְ  ינֵ֤ שְׁ ־תאֶ  חקַּ֞ יִּ וַ  וֹר֔ מֹ חֲ ־תאֶ  שׁ֙ בֹ חֲ יַּֽ וַֽ
  :םיהִֽ ˄- אֱ הָֽ  וֹל֥ ־רמַ אָֽ ־רשֶׁ אֲ  םוֹק֖ מָּ הַ ־לאֶ  ˂לֶ יֵּ֔ וַ  םקָ יָּ֣ וַ  הלָ֔ עֹ  יצֵ֣ עֲ 

 ל"זח
 ןיזירזש אלא ,הלימל רשכ ולוכ םויה לכ אינתו "ותלרע רשב לומי ינימשה םויבו"
  ).ד םיחספ( "רקבב םהרבא םכשיו" רמאנש תווצמל םימידקמ

  מושג
  .תוֹוצְ מִ לְ  םימִ ידִּ קְ מַ  םיזִ ירִ זְ 

Translation: 
Those who are extremely careful1 do Mitzvos as early as possible2. 

Explanation:  
One should show how much they love to do Mitzvos and do them as 
soon as possible and not delay3. We learn this from Avrohom Aveinu 
who woke up early in the morning to fulfil the command of Hashem.  
The command of Hashem to sacrifice his son was certainly a most 
difficult, and even confusing, task. And yet, Avrohom did not hesitate. 
Because of his love for Hashem, he woke up early in the morning to do 
Hashem’s will4. How he would go about keeping Hashem’s command 
was the most important part of the test. 
If this holds true for difficult Mitzvos, most certainly it should hold true 
for easier Mitzvos. 

Looking in the Pasuk: 
The Pasuk does not say ויקם (ק.ו.מ) אברהם בבקר, but rather (ש.כ.מ) וישכם, 
meaning he got up early5.  

Musag Learning Outcomes: 
Know: Difference between מ.ו.ק  and מ.כ.ש , between ה תאריו 'ה תבהא' , & 
meaning of זירז . 
Understand: How Avrohom’s love for Hashem was being tested by 
seeing how quickly Avrohom would move to fulfill Hashem’s command 
despite reasons to do otherwise. 
Think: How verb usage can completely change Pasuk meaning. 

                                                        
1 The word םיזירז  in ל"זח  does not usually mean one who acts quickly, but rather one who is extremely careful. 
2 See note #1 
3 See note #2 
4 See note #3 
5 See note #4 



NOTES 

1. A corollary concept is the well known ל"זח  which states הנצימחת לא ךדיל האבה הוצמ .  The only 
source for this idea is found in the Mechiltah6 (quoted by Rashi in Shmos )זי:בי : 

ֹ  יבִּ רַ  :תוצְ מִ ה תא םתרמשו  תוֹצּמַּ הַ  תאֶ  ןיצִ ימִ חֲ מַ  ןיאֵ שֶׁ  ˂רֶ דֶ כְּ  ,’תוֹוצְ מִּ הַ  תאֶ ‘ אלָּ אֶ  ”תוֹצּמַּ הַ  תאֶ “ ארֵ וֹק יהִ תְּ  לאַ  ,רמֵ וֹא היָּ שִׁ אי
  )ט השרפ - אתליכמ( דיָּ מִ  הּתָ וֹא השֵׂ עֲ  ˃דְ יָ לְ  האָ בָּ  םאִ  אלָּ אֶ  ,תוֹוצְ מִּ הַ  תאֶ  ןיצִ ימִ חֲ מַ  ןיאֵ  ˂כָּ 

An interesting question is why do we need two different ל"זח  to tell us basically the same point?  
Upon analyzing the concept of תווצמל ןימידקמ םיזירז  one could wonder that the message here seems 
obvious.  Of course one who acts carefully does Mitzvos at the first opportunity, why wouldn’t 
they? And, why do I need a Pasuk about Avrohom’s actions to prove what seems to be a rather 
obvious idea? 
Perhaps we might answer that the two concepts do not apply to the same situations. Rather, the 
concept of ךדיל האבה הוצמ  refers to a situation in which the הוצמ  is in front of you )ךדיל האב םא( , in 
such a case you many not turn your back on the הוצמ  but rather you must do it immediately7. 
However, when the Mitzvah is not yet ‘in your hand’, I might think you can wait. And, waiting 
may even be preferred! The possible reason is another concept of יושמכ וילע הארנ , It appears as a 
burden to him.8 I might have therefore thought that one should not do a Mitzvah immediately so 
that it should not appear as if he wants to rid himself of the obligation. Thus, the concept of םיזירז 

ןימידקמ  teaches us that those who are extremely careful with Mitzvos do not make such calculations 
but rather do the Mitzvah immediately9. The proof of the correctness of this type of action is from 
Avrohom Avinu, who could, and maybe should, have waited for further instructions from Hashem 
(see Note #2&3) but his love for Hashem told him to act immediately. 
 
2. The source of this Mitzvah is םשה תבהא . One who does something out of fear will do the 
minimum, as they only want to avoid punishment. But when someone does something out of love 
they do the most they can, as quickly as possible, in the best way possible.  
 
3. There is a well known question regrading the test of Avrohom to sacrifice Yitzchok. After all, it 
is asked, Avrohom knew of Hashem as the creator of the world whose power was without limits. 
Therefore, what real options did Avrohom have other than to do the will of Hashem? 
One of the answers is that Avrohom’s only option was to delay. After all, Hashem had previously 
told him ערז ךל ארקי קחציב יכ  and now Hashem had seemingly changed his mind and asked 
Avrohom to sacrifice his son. Avrohom could have reasoned if I were to delay fulfilling this 
command maybe Hashem will change his mind again. But Avrohom not only did not delay, he 
actually awoke early to quickly do Hashem’s will.  
Thus, the test was not to see if Avrohom would sacrifice Yitzchok, but how quickly he would act, 
would he act out of fear or out of love. According to this understanding, the fact that Avrohom 
awoke early was not an addition to him passing the test, but was the way in which he passed the 
test. 
The Mishnah in Avos )ג הנשמ ה קרפ(  which mentions the tests tells us: 

 ה"ע וּניבִ אָ  םהָ רָ בְ אַ  לשֶׁ  וֹתבָּ חִ  המָּ כַּ  עַ ידִ וֹהלְ  ,םלָּ כֻ בְּ  דמַ עָ וְ  ה"ע וּניבִ אָ  םהָ רָ בְ אַ  הסָּ נַ תְ נִ  תוֹנוֹיסְ נִ  הרָ שָׂ עֲ 

                                                        
6 5. The exact wording of הנצימחת לא  is not found in the Mechiltah. The earliest source for such wording (that I could 

find) is in Rashi in ו( הליגמ תכסמ:(  which reads: הנצימחת לא ךדיל הוצמ תאב םא תוצמה תא םתרמשו  
7 This concept is used as a proof for the הכלה  of תווצמה לע ןיריבעמ ןיא , which only applies when the Mitzvos are in front 

of you. An example of this is that even though a man should put on his Tallis in the morning before his Tefillin, if 
he picked up his Tefillin first, he may not put them down and put on his Tallis. This would be a slight to the Tefillin. 
Rather in such a case he must complete the Mitzvah in his hand (Tefillin) and put on his Tallis afterwards. 

8 An example is found in the הכלה  that when one enters a Shul he or she should not start davening immediately by the 
door, but should first enter a few steps (two doorway widths). The reason explained by Rashi in ח תוכרב תכסמ.  is that 
by standing at the door and davening immediately  . תסנכה תיב בוכיע יושמכ וילע הארנ

9 See בל הנשה שאר:  where the Gemoroh preferred ללה  to be said later in the day )ףסומ(  so that more people might be 
present )ךלמ תרדה םע בורב(  but instead concluded that it should be said earlier )תירחש(  because of ןימידקמ ןיזירז . 



The purpose of the tests was וניבא םהרבא לש ותבח עידוהל . This could mean how much Hashem loved 
Avrohom, or as we understand it, to show how much Avrohom loved Hashem. 
  
4. The Pasuk also consists of 5 other shorashim )כ.ל.ה ,מ.ו.ק ,ע.ק.ב ,ח.ק.ל ,ש.ב.ח(  which show how 
active Avrohom was. 
 
5. Additional questions: 

a. What else did Avrohom do to show his love for Hashem during this test? 
b. If what Avrohom did showed his deep love for Hashem, why does the Pasuk say  עתה
 ?ידעתי כי ירא אלקים אתה
c. Why do we laud Avrohom’s שפנ תריסמ , do we not find thousands of examples of תריסמ 

שפנ  in our history? 
 


