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Translation:
Yaakov Avinu did not die.

Explanation:
Whether this Musag is to be understood that Yaakov did not die in a physical
sense or in a spiritual sense is the subject of debate among the
commentators”. In any case the Musag teaches us that Tzaddikim even after
death remain somewhat physically alive.” This is because in their lifetimes
they have sanctified their physical bodies and dedicated all they do and all
they own to the service of Hashem. Their bodies thus become spiritual
beings which never die. This was particularly true of Yaakov Avinu who
more than the other Avos was involved in, and challenged by, the physical
world, but was able to successfully infuse w172 into all he did. In this merit
the Jewish people will be redeemed from exile.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The Gemoroh Rashi quotes is commenting on the fact that the Pasuk does
not use the word N by the death of Yaakov. Another possibility is the fact
that Yosef kisses his father after his death. It is the only time in Tanach
where someone is kissed after death, leading Chazal to comment that Yosef
did not really see his father as deceased”.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Yaakov Avinu does not die in the usual sense, but continues to live.
This is true as well, to some extent, with all Tzaddikim.
Understand: When a person uses material things for spiritual purposes he or
she elevates them to a spiritual level. The holiness in that material thing
never dies. One may thus elevate their physical bodies in the same way,
making their bodies immortal in the process.
Think: The Torah uses many words to describe death. The Torah’s choice of
words informs us as to the nature of the death.

See note #1
See note #2
See note #3
One will usually not kiss a deceased person since we do not perceive as if that person is still there.

AW N —



NOTES

1. Rashi infers that Yaakov never died from the fact that the Pasuk never uses the word nn", but
only 7oX" ¥13". One might ask that Yaakov himself did use the word in"» when talking of his death,
both in ®3:M» and in 7:1. The Ramban answers that Yaakov did so either because he himself did not
know he would not die or out of respect for other Tzaddikim by whom the Pasuk does say nn».
Rashi’s source is found in (:77) n°1vn noon. The Gemoroh teaches:
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It is interesting to note that 13m° 27 does not infer our Musag from the fact that the Pasuk never
uses the word nn by Yaakov, but rather by quoting a Pasuk in Yirmiyahu in which Yaakov is
paralleled to his living descendants. If Rashi is correct that we may infer from the lack of the word
nn", why did 13 27 not mention it? We might answer that the Gemoroh understood that 7171 °27
was indeed inferring from the lack of the word anm’. However, challenges the Gemoroh, this
inference should be outweighed by the fact that the Pasuk says that he was embalmed® and buried!
To this 73m° "27 answers that his opinion is not based solely on the Pasuk in Chumash but by the
Pasuk in Yirmiyahu.

2. Rashi on the Gemoroh quoted above understands this to be taken in a physical sense. According
to Rashi when 7117 °27 answered that he was basing his statement on the Pasuk in Yirmiyahu, he
was stating that the embalming and burial of Yaakov was done because he appeared to be dead
even though he was actually alive’. Tosafos (2py> 71"7) supports this view and references a story
brought in (.3*) 7w ndon which tells that when Chushim the son of Dan killed Eisav (who was
holding up the burial of Yaakov), Yaakov opened his eyes and smiled.
The obvious question is why would Yaakov stay alive and not the other Avos? Rashi® explains that
Yaakov was kept alive in order that he might witness the redemption of his children with his own
eyes:
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Many other commentators find the contention that Yaakov never physically died to be difficult to
accept. Rather, they feel that 13m '’s statement should be interpreted in a spiritual sense'’. An
example is found in the Ramban who writes:0* 11 M7X2 MMIX QP78 MWD 3 777 WATHT 1IN,
The X"w1an explains that the question of whether to take 71m1° '3°s words literally or not was the
crux of the dialogue found in the Gemoroh in n1yn that we quoted above. At first the Gemoroh
tried to understand his words literally, for if he was talking spiritually the same should apply to all
Tzaddikim as the Ramban explained“. But, asks the Gemoroh, how could we possibly understand
13 ' to mean that Yaakov never died, after all the Torah tells us he was embalmed and buried! To
this 7311 " answers that he did not mean literally, only spiritually, And, as for the question of why
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Which would explain why the Gemoroh did not ask, “Where did j3m *27 know this from?”

6 There is a fascinating ' 0°°117 7 who explains why Yosef had his father embalmed. Yosef knew that his father
being a Tzaddik, would not decay (this would certainly hold true if he never actually died). The Egyptians, upon
seeing this miracle, might attach divine attributes to Yaakov, would worship him as a God, and would never let
Yosef remove him from Egypt. Therefore, Yosef used the embalming process to explain why Yaakov did not decay
and was thus able to take him out of Egypt.
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9 Rashi may be referring to the (2% 7w15 ypn NWID) 7127 W which states:
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Accordingly, we might explain the Pesukim in Tehilim:
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10 The a1 *now explains that the Gemoroh means that Yaakov never felt the pain of death.
11 And, if were to understand his words literally it would explain why the Pasuk never used the term nn"n.



this was only mentioned by Yaakov even though it would hold true by all Tzaddikim, 171> 3
answers that he is simply following the lead of the Pasuk in Yirmiyahu which parallels Yaakov
Avinu to his descendants to teach that just like his descendants are alive so is Yaakov. Why the
Pasuk only sought to teach us this by Yaakov could be explained as above; that we will be
redeemed in the merit of Yaakov. However, his merit will lead to our redemption only as long as
the spirit of Yaakov Avinu is still alive in the hearts of his descendants.

3. It is important to note that the difference between the two opinions mentioned above - whether
the words of 71m " are to be taken literally or not - is not as extreme as it seems. Even according to
the opinion that Yaakov did not actually die, it is clear that he did not get up and walk around, but
rather was indeed buried. Nor, obviously did he feel the pain of being embalmed. And, even
according to the opinion that Yaakov did physically die it does not mean that he lost all contact
with his physical self. There are various 7"in which teach us that a body of a Tzaddik in a grave is
compared to a person who is resting peacefully'”. The only difference, therefore, between the two
opinions is to what extent Yaakov remained connected to his body after death. If we take 111> ’s
words literally, then Yaakov was strongly attached to his physical self, while according to the
second opinion he was loosely attached.

The connection that a Tzaddik retains to his physical self even after death is the result of his
sanctification of his body during life. If one uses their body purely for physical pursuits then the
body remains constantly at odds with the w1 as the mnw1 finds no place for its spiritual yearnings.
Upon death the soul sees no use for such a body and separates itself from the body, leaving it to
decay as all physical things do. However, one who understands that the role of a true '7 72V is to use
his body as a vessel to do Mitzvos and to imbue the physical with spirituality, transforms his body
into a spiritual being. Even upon death, when the physical being expires, the spiritual parts of the
physical body continue to live.

Of all the Avos, no one typified the sanctification of the physical realm more than Yaakov'’.
Therefore it is understandable that the Torah should reveal this concept precisely by him. Whether
we maintain that Yaakov literally never died, surpassing the other Avos, or whether his lack of
dying is only to be understood in the spiritual sense, as we find by all Tzaddikim, Yaakov Avinu
serves as the paradigm of a physical being that has been transformed into a spiritual one'*.

4. Questions for further discussion:
a. What does the term 1y HX 508 mean?
b. Is there a connection between the sanctification of the material world achieved by
Yaakov and the fact that in his merit we will be redeemed?

12 See (:237) n2w naon which tells the story of people who mistakenly disturbed the grave of 7 w&> 92 °&nx . He
scolded them for disturbing his sleep. The Gemoroh continues with a discussion that ensued between the deceased
and 7211 . When 1nm1 " asked him why he doesn’t get up and go home, *XnR " chastised 111 " for not knowing a
Pasuk in X°21 which says: (3:12 9Xp1m°) ny 02°0i72pn 008 "Niv¥I21 02°072P~NK *IN92 71 218~ 2y 1. The Gemoroh
had previously taught regarding the state of Tzaddikim after death that their bodies rest while their m»w1 return to
be stored under the 712277 X0>:
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There is also a Gemoroh in (.3) M21n> n2o»n which tells that 27 used to return to his home every Erev Shabbos even
after his death (according to the o>7°011 190 he even made w1 7°p for others) and that he only stopped doing so out of
fear that this would somehow disparage other Tzaddikim who did not merit such a level of connection to their
bodies. The Ramban in his commentary in Chumash references these two sources.

13 The ‘stealing’ of Eisav’s role, the vision of the 0910, living in m?3, the challenge of Lavan, the lessons of Yosef and
living out his life in Egypt all point to this.

14 Interestingly, the best example of such a person outside of Tanach is found by *27 who continued to physically exist
after his death (quoted above in footnote 11). *27 was extremely wealthy (see :11 N1572 noon) and yet the Gemoroh
(.2p man> noon) tells us that upon his death °27 exclaimed that he did not receive any physical pleasure from this
world:
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If someone as wealthy as *17 was able to claim that he received no pleasure from the world, it is obvious that he
used his substantial material objects solely for spiritual purposes, thus raising his physical self to a fully spiritual
level.



