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Translation:
“I am Hashem”, “I am trustworthy to exact punishment”, when it is said by
punishment, and when it is said by fulfilling Mitzvos it means, “I am trustworthy
to give reward”.

Explanation:
When Hashem rewards us for our good deeds, we trust in Him to reward us in a
fashion that is beneficial for us in every way. So too, when Hashem punishes us
we trust in Him to punish us in a way that is beneficial for us'. Since both are for
our benefit it is appropriate to use the term ' °1&, which refers to Hashem in n
o, for both.

Looking in the Pasuk:
Chazal were bothered by the fact that the Pasuk switched from 227 to “n&™ as
well as from 2°p%X to Ma->. It is well known that 127 is a sterner tone than 72X, and
that 2°poR often refers to 1777 N7 while M7-> refers to 2°nn77 7. The Pasuk thus
begins with the harsh tone of judgement and ends with the softer tone of mercy.
Rashi explains that even punishment can be seen as part of G-d’s mercy, for even
when referring to punishment we use the name M-,

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: The words "7 "1, tell us that Hashem is trustworthy to reward and to punish.
Understand: All Hashem does is for the good and beneficial to man. Even Hashem’s
punishment is really 701 and can therefore be couched in the term '77 *1X, which is
o ar77 1. The fact that things got worse after Moshe came to Pharoh was part of
Hashem’s plan and thus, in itself, was beneficial to them®.
Think: Differences in choices of words, whether as synonymous verbs - such as 7.7.8
and 1.2.7 - or in names of Hashem - such as 2°p%X and m177-> - focus our attention on
the drama being related in the Pasuk.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. The Rashi from which this Musag is taken is rather difficult to understand. Rashi is usually
known for his brevity, and yet here Rashi spends over 50 words in saying what he could have said
in 5, DW Y 1NN ;A . Also, why does Rashi deem it necessary to explain to me what the words
' 71X mean when said in the context of a punishment and what they mean when said in the context
of reward? All Rashi should have done is explain to me what they mean here and leave the other
explanations for the appropriate Pesukim®. And, finally, why does Rashi first comment that
Hashem gives 21 12w to those who go before him, and then explain the words "7 °IX in the context
of punishment and then again explain the words '77 °IX in the context of reward?
Rashi, however, knew exactly what he was doing, and he never wastes words. If Rashi saw fit to
significantly elongate his commentary there was most definitely a reason.
In order to answer all the above questions we must begin by first asking three others:

a. How can "1 "1% be used for both reward and punishment? After all, if 77 is used in

connection with 2177 N7 how can it be used for punishment?

b. We can easily understand the concept of 13w 0%w? 1ax1, that Hashem is trustworthy to pay

reward. We trust that Hashem will reward us in full for each and every Mitzvah we have

done. However, how can we explain the concept of ¥157% 1nx&1? Were we afraid that perhaps

Hashem would not punish us in full? What type of trustworthiness is applicable to

punishment’?

c. What in the words "7 %2R connotes that Hashem in jnX1?
The Gemoroh in (:?) naw n>on explains the enigmatic Pasuk in (3:1) noap: 0°19 ¥927°3 pintyn oy 2iv
:2% 2v». The Gemoroh comments: 7717 Q212 2P°78 ¥ X7 N2 WITRT O¥IOW OV 210 ,pIWn DyD 20
a7 09Wa YR BV R TIN2 wTpa piwnaw pinwn. The Gemoroh understands 79n7 anbw to be
teaching us that when Hashem punishes 2°p°7¢ in this world he is actually doing them a favor
because this will allow them to receive full reward in the next world, as the Gemoroh concludes:
X277 09w DOp 7NN QY X N2 IR piwaw pnw At (2:2 aw) 99 sk pnw'. Therefore, in truth
there is never a true 177 N, for in every act of judgement there is an aspect of mercy, much the
same way in which a doctor who operates on a sick patient is doing him a great favor. Even though,
because of the sickness, the doctor has to inflict great pain now, he is doing an act of kindness that
will ensure the patient’s health and welfare in the future. In short, Hashem’s end game is always the
same: to benefit His creation in the long run. At times, due to man’s actions, this is achieved
through what seems like mercy, and at times through what seems like punishment.
When we say that Hashem is 72w 1n°% 1281, what we mean is that Hashem will only give us a reward
that is beneficial for us. This is the idea of 21 15w that Rashi mentions 2°2%7n1% 20 5w 2w 1AK1)
(199, reward that is good, that is beneficial. Giving a reward in this world which would reduce
reward in the next world is not beneficial at all. In the same vein, we may now understand the
concept of ¥y1977% 1R1. We are not saying that we trust that Hashem will punish; that is obvious.
What we are saying is that we trust that Hashem will punish in a fashion that is completely
beneficial for us. Therefore, 7 1% can be used equally for both reward and punishment, for in both
Hashem is acting in our best interest, doing the utmost to ensure our welfare.
This is Rashi’s understanding of what Hashem was telling Moshe. ' °1x, all that I do is truly o°»nm,
giving 2 72w, even when it seems that my judgement is harsh®. Moshe you were not sent for

3 See Rashi on 32:23 X1p" in which Rashi writes exactly those 5 words.

4 Interestingly enough, on the Pasuk of (22:1° X1p*) "7 238 7°72-8 oW N A?%m, which Rashi uses here as the example
of 11 "1k said by punishment, Rashi does not even comment on the words "7 °1X at all! Why mention it here out of
context and not mention it in XIP™ in context?

5 In truth we could ask even on the idea of 75w 1n0°% 1a81: Why would we think that Hashem would not reward in full?
Hashem certainly has the ability to pay in full, why would he not do so? Why does He need manx1 for this?

6 Rashi’s words 197 0°3971% 210 72w 0WY 1R1 are thus referring to the 177 n71. We may assume that Rashi in his
words *19% 0°3%1? is referring to the Pasuk in (X:1°) n°wx12 where Hashem tells Avrohom o0 7°71 *19% 72707, Rashi
comments on the Pasuk and says: *ni1i"91 922 02¢ 727. It is, therefore, clear that Rashi in his comments here o%w>
»19% 0°591n7 21w 10w does not refer to the 75w n1°na he talks about at the end of his words, but rather is referring to



naught, you were sent to make matters worse. All that I am doing is part of a plan that was
fashioned at the time of the Avos, in which they were told that the Jewish people would suffer as
slaves for 400 years and because of the suffering they would inflict, the Egyptians would be
punished. But, continues Rashi, even in this seeming punishment to the people, ¥y157% 1MR1 :'7 IR,
there is mercy, for in my punishment lie the seeds of redemption. And, concludes Rashi, this is
precisely why the same 71 "1% can be used by punishment as it is here, and can also be used in the
context of reward as we see later in the Torah.
This entire idea is summed up beautifully by the Midrash:
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2. It is rather surprising that Moshe was stunned by Pharoh’s negative reaction to his mission. After
all, Hashem had told Moshe at the 710 that is exactly what would happen:
(0>:3 Mw) 7RI T3 N9 7202 0I%N Tpn 0NN 1MITNY 03 Ny IN

The Midrash picks up on this and writes:
D°7%7 79M DINR N RY 02 NPT OIRY MRIY ,TO0 AYID MK 1 ROW WAL K17 N2 WITRT YO0 020w 090
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We might answer that Moshe did intellectually comprehend that this is what would happen,
however, his love for PRw° 993 was so great that he had to express his distress when he saw the
suffering actually happen®. As the Midrash itself writes Moshe reacted only due to the tremendous
pain the people were experiencing.

3. Questions for further discussion:
a. Rashi mentions two examples of when 77 "3X means that [ am trustworthy to reward or
punish. However, there are many instances in the Torah where the term Hashem does not
mean this. What is different in these instances?
b. Can you think of other answers to the question we asked in note #2?
c. The Midrash quoted above (in note #2) tells us that the 1777 N7 wanted to punish Moshe,
but Hashem realized that Moshe reacted strongly only out of love for the Jewish people and
therefore Hashem acted with o°»n7 n7n. But, the Midrash teaches us’ that Moshe was not
allowed to enter PXw> YK because of his critical words. How can that punishment be
considered o°nr?

Moshe’s complaint about Hashem’s 1777 n7a. Hashem is telling Moshe that those who are able to truly understand
the purpose of Hashem’s tests, will see even punishment as beneficial, 210 "5w.

7 The Midrash is relating the Pasuk in Koheles (2° 2109 2 pa9)which teaches:

AMPY 237K DR 7207 IR RI1WY DTNT 77 09 MI2ID) NP M0 NiRT? 1N 0o

8 A similar idea is found in the Gemoroh (:v9 &1 noon) which relates that 117> and %37 upon experiencing the
12711 had stopped saying 871171 71237 in M2aX M>72. Even though they could see that Hashem was still concerned for
the good of His people, their intellectual realization could not overcome their emotional reaction. In the words of the
Gemoroh 121210 RS 72707 X7 "NaRW X7 N2 WITPAA PYTPY 700, since they knew that Hashem was a G-d of truth,
they simply could not lie to him.

9 YR OXCIRWD Nink 7yaw 2707 Mipyg 891 ,080R 7¥19R vyd )’ aRn aave 72°9% (See Rashi above on X p109.)



