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Translation:
When he was three years old Avrohom recognized his Creator.

Explanation:
Avrohom Avinu was born with the ability to question and reject the beliefs of all
those around him'. From the age of three many could already recognize his
potential to be the one who one day prove that there was only one G-d, and
convince the world to smash their idols. By the time he was 40 Avrohom had fully
developed this potential and began his task of converting thousands to believe in
Hashem.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The use of the word 2py is rare in the Torah?, leading "1 to search for a deeper
meaning. The Gemoroh from which our Musag is taken uses the Gematria of 2py
to teach us this lesson. The Pasuk tells us that Avrohom listened to Hashem for
apy, or 172 years. Since Avrohom lived 175 years, the Pasuk is informing us that
from the age of three Avrohom listened to Hashem. It is also possible that the
word 2pY also means a heel. Just like a heel is the limb on which the body stands,
so too, from his very beginning Avrohom listened to Hashem.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: When he was only three years old Avrohom already questioned the belief
in idols and began to search for truth.
Understand: Avrohom was gifted with the unique potential to understand the
mistake made by all those around him who worshiped idols and to present the idea
of a single, all powerful, G-d. This ability was recognizable even at the age of
three. He developed this talent through an unrelenting search for truth and at age
40 was able to begin convincing thousands of idol worshipers to serve Hashem.
Think: The use of rare words always points towards hidden messages. Also,
looking for additional definitions sheds light on meaning in all places.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. The first, and most obvious, challenge to understanding this Musag is the fact that it is highly
unlikely that a three year old could come to a theological understanding of G-d’s existence,
especially at a time when the rest of the world thought differently. Secondly, even if we were to
explain that this was the result of Avrohom’s extraordinary abilities we would still question what
2" sought to teach us with this fact.
The source for this Musag is found in a number of places. The Gemoroh in (.2%) 2171 n2on teaches:
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The Gemoroh uses the Gematria of the word 2py, 172, to teach that the Pasuk is teaching us that
Avrohom kept the word of Hashem for 172 years. Given that he lived for 175 years this leads us to
the conclusion that during the first 3 years of his life he did not yet recognize Hashem.
While the Gemoroh does not provide much insight into the meaning of this fact the n1) 727 W™
% nw1o) does:
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The Midrash begins by 71m1° 27 teaching that whenever the word 7°77 is used it means the person was
a p7¢ for his entire life. The Midrash asks regarding the word 7" used in a Pasuk regarding
Avrohom, whereas we know that Avrohom grew up in a family of idol worshipers, and most
probably worshiped idols as well in his youth. To answer this question the Midrash brings the
words of wp% v who was of the opinion that Avrohom was always a P7¥ as he recognized G-d
from the age of three. The Midrash continues and brings a dissenting opinion which opined that
Avrohom was 48 (40)’ when he first recognized G-d. According to the second opinion the word 7771
comes to teach that person was born for his role. Thus Avrohom was born to guide the entire world
towards 72wWn, 07X was born to die, the Wil was born to be cursed.... Moshe was born to redeem.
The no1 vy explains that the Midrash is teaching that all those by whom the word 7°77 is used were
destined for that role. For example, we usually understand that if PDwX27 27X had not sinned he
would have remained immortal. However, the 701 y¥ explains, the sin of WX17 07X was not the
reason he died; rather, he was destined to die. His sin was simply the means by which he was
sentenced to death. So too, Moshe was not chosen because he was the best man available, rather he
was born for this specific role*. So too, we may infer, Avrohom was born to be a believer and to
convince others to believe. He was thus born with the innate ability to question and reject
prevailing pagan beliefs’ and to come to a recognition of a single, all powerful creator. Avrohom’s
challenge was to realize this innate potential and bring it to fruition.
We may thus understand that the two opinions mentioned in the Midrash are not necessarily
arguing’. Rather the opinion which speaks of Avrohom recognizing Hashem at the age of 3 does
not mean that Avrohom at such a tender age was able to reason at a high philosophical level and

3 The text of our Midrash reads 48. It is hard to understand from where the Midrash got this number. Therefore many
change the text to read 40. This would make perfect sense as the Mishnah in Avos (n p19) teaches: N»2Y ©yaIN 13,
one reaches the age of understanding only at 40. (Perhaps 48 was chosen as it is the Gematria of n))

4  Which would explain the Gemoroh (.2> nv9) which teaches that when Moshe was born the house filled with light.

5 Perhaps for this reason he is called »1ayn on1ax as the Midrash teaches:
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6 This approach would solve an obvious contradiction in the Midrash itself. For the Midrash began with the opinion
of y3n» 1 who claimed that the word n>n means that the person was always thus. When challenged by the Pasuk in
Sxpin» he answered by using the opinion of vwpb w» that Avrohom recognized G-d when he was 3. The Midrash
continues with a different approach which stated that Avrohom recognized G-d at the age of 40 (48). The problem is
that the second approach was also authored by yny 7! How can he at once agree with vwpb v and also claim that
Avrohom was 40?



fully develop monotheistic theology. Rather it speaks of the very first stirrings of his innate ability
to question and challenge prevailing beliefs and to seek truth. Through tremendous effort Avrohom
developed this ability to the extent that by the time he was 40 he was able to turn his efforts to
teaching and convincing others as well.
This approach is clarified in the words of the (max *p79% 7n7pn2) *°kn who writes:
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The source of the X1 may be found in the writings of the 0"»7":
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It is clear, therefore, that this Musag is teaching us that the achievements of Avrohom (and of
Moshe, etc.) were not the results of his efforts alone. Rather, he was invested with unique talents at
birth that he then developed and which allowed for incredible achievement. This should not be
taken to mean that Avrohom should not be credited for his accomplishments, nor that he had no
other option but to realize this potential. This is obviously not true. In the end, man is given choice,
nwan 7', to do as he pleases. Avrohom is credited for choosing to fulfill the mission he was
chosen for at birth and for the significant effort he invested to do so. What the Musag does teach is
that Hashem gives man the tools he needs to successfully complete his mission in life. A person
should realize that he or she is invested with tremendous potential to accomplish incredible things.
In the end of the day, he or she will be judged by the extent to which they fulfilled that potentialg.

2. The word 23py only appears 5 times in Chumash where it is defined as ‘because’. It is only used
with 2 individuals; by Avrohom twice and by Calev once: 92712) 1Ay NOR 00 90007 2p¥ 292 729
(72:7. It is interesting to note that the use of the word by Calev also refers to an incident (the
0°937n) when Calev went against the current as did Avrohom, and was praised in the Pasuk for
having a nanx mA, a different spirit. The Gemoroh in (:72) 70 Noon explains the Pasuk 2332 19y7
(22:3 72712) 172077y X271 and teaches:
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7 212570 X P9 NI AT MHION. While the Rambam doesn’t mention the age of three, we can understand that this is
what the Rambam had in mind when he said 99)% 5. We can thus answer the question of the 77ax7 on the
Rambam. See also the v mimin.

8 Additionally one may correctly infer from this Musag that no one is judged on an absolute scale, but rather on a
relative one. That is to say that just because one accomplishes great things that does not necessarily mean that they
are to receive great reward. For it is possible that most of what they accomplished was easy for them due to the
talents they were given. And, one who accomplishes much less may receive great reward, due to the fact that even
their small accomplishment required tremendous effort. One is judged by the effort they invest to develop their
innate capabilities to maximum fulfillment. This is what the Mishnah in Avos (3 mwn N p19) teaches: NIYN DAY
NN, according to the pain (effort) is the reward.

9 The Gemoroh is explaining why the Pasuk only credits Calev and not Yehoshua. They answer that Yehoshua had
received the blessing of Moshe and was thus protected. Only Calev needed to daven in Chevron for the assistance of
the Avos. Perhaps Moshe recognized that Calev possessed this trait and therefore did not feel that he required his
intervention.



How appropriate for Calev to go to 1772 the city of Avrohom and to daven there to be saved from
the influence of the o°23 . (Additionally, It is possible that when the Torah speaks of a nnx mn it
refers to an inborn trait that Calev possessed, a trait that could have been corrupted by the other
o°%37n, if not for his Tefilah.)

3. Questions for further thought:
a. Do you think that Avrohom’s 77n of 701 was also innate or what is something he
created?
b. Yaakov’s name is rooted in the word 2py due to his grasping Eisav’s heel. Can we
explain this according to the ideas presented above?



