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Translation:
Because you are a perfect Olah and outside of Eretz Yisrael is not appropriate for you'.

Explanation:
Yitzchok was considered a perfect 77 and as such should remain in Eretz Yisroel. He
reached this status either because of the Akeida or because he was born in Eretz Yisroel.
Just like a sacrifice that was taken out of the w7pni7 n°2 would become invalid, so too if
Yitzchok would leave Eretz Yisroel it would ruin his high level of 7w17p. We learn from
here that all of Eretz Yisroel has a high level of nw17p somewhat like the 7w17p found in
the wpni n*2” and that when one leaves Eretz Yisroel it is as if they became impure.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The Midrash is bothered by why Yitzchok was told not to go to 2>7x¥»n while Avrohom
was allowed to go. In the wording of the Pasuk there are two additional problems.
Firstly, both in 2 2109 and in 3 105 Yitzchok is being told to stay in Eretz Yisroel. Why is
the commanded repeated? Secondly, why in 2 7109 is the word 19% used while in Pasuk 2
the term 13 is used? To this the Midrash answers that not only is Yitzchok being told to
remain temporarily - 71 - in 773 and not go just now to 0°7¥n, but he is also being told
that he must remain permanently - 19w - in Eretz Yisroel’. The reason he must remain is
because he is an 'm0 79w while Avrohom was not.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Yitzchok Avinu was commanded to live only in &> yax. Just like a j27p must
not leave the wipni n°a so too Yitzchok must not leave the nuw7p of R X,
Understand: >x~w° yax has a high level of nw17p somewhat like the wipni na. Yitzchok
who had achieved the level of nu17p of a perfect sacrifice was therefore commanded to
stay in 2X7w° vox just like a 1277 must remain in the w7pna no2.
Think: Looking closely at the wording of Pesukim, especially at similar Shorashim, as
well as paying attention to seemingly extra Pesukim, help us better understand the intent
of the Pesukim.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2
3 See note #3



NOTES

1. The Midrash Rashi quotes is bothered by the fact that Avrohom was never told not to go to
Mitzrayim while Yitzchok is told to remain in 1> yIX. Why the difference? The Midrash answers
that Yitzchok is considered an m»n 179w and therefore being in X% I is not worthwhile or
appropriate for him. The two questions that must be answered are:
Why should an ;0 72 not leave 58w yIR?
Why is Yitzchok considered an nn%n 721w?
To answer we must look at Rashi’s sources. There are two possible sources for Rashi, the 727 wam
and 1w ®man waTa. The 727 wHTa reads:
12w NN 727 ,2%81 "7 YT "0 YU 0 SR TR 912w AwY 7R 11DW 91°7%Rn 70 OR MR T POR RO
R°77 DOVOPY TIT NRYY OR 77 70 O0%0 02 DR YW 20 R DRI PR ,POR2 A1°DWA DR DWW 7R
.NP001 PIRY YIN NRY OR DX AR N9053
The Midrash uses the laws of m127p to explain our first question; why an 7»°»n 79W may not leave
X 7R, Just like in the wIpnn N2 an 797, which has the laws of 2°w7p *w7p may not be taken out
of the o¥%p*, so too a person who is holy must stay within the boundaries of nw17p: the land of
Israel. An 77w that left the o°v%p would be invalidated; so too a person who has elevated himself to
the level of an 2 nn 79w would be ‘invalidated” were he to leave YR W K.
As for the first question of why is Yitzchok considered an nn n 79w, most of us would explain that
this is a result of the Akeidah, in which Hashem commands Avrohom 1771v° 11°vm. However, a look
at the Tanchumah 2> provides us with further insight, as well as a different understanding of why
Yitzchok could not leave 2w yX:
270,70 72 0K DR YR NTYNY 0K AR ,008RY T PARD 03I RAW AR PR ,a"3pa 10 nR
RALOW X7 1R 2729 ,p0%° 020 12 SRMY "2 w2 137 927 AR LDRTT PR M2 .ARMEN 7N 5 '[3’55 7nmnna
Raah )
The Tanchumah points to the fact that Yitzchok was born in X7 7% which made him an 79w’
77w and therefore could not go to y7X% yn as it would make him ®X»v. (The Tanchumah does not
use the term 7»°nn and does not use the parallel to M117p.) It would seem that the Tanchuma is
simply explaining that Yitzchok who was born in X2 X was therefore pure and should not be
made impure by going to 7> pn’.
From the wording used by *"w1 that 72 °X72 yX? Y1 1°X, it seems that Rashi is using the explanation
of the Tanchuma and not the Rabbah.

2. If we were to use this reasoning in the reverse we would come to the conclusion that one who
lives in PX7w" v should realize that it is as if they are living within the walls of the wp»ni n°2 and
should try to reach the level of an f°an 79w, The n791 MND2 190 explains that for this reason the
Torah ties the Pesukim dealing with the gift of YX7w° y7X with the Mitzvah of 79" n12’:
:D2-Xp D7 D7) O7W NN WD IO DX T I O PO AU T2 o0 A (P i mwRa)
0121 P2 MWD WY 03 DT :DNITy TN TP 0K YD "DMIINR AAK) DFIRTON DI0-§ MR v
221792 0 DI R YN P
Before receiving the gift of HXw> 9K it was essential that Hashem gave them the Mitzvah which
helps us reach the level of a0, as Hashem tells Avrohom o°nn 1727) °19% 99303, For this very same
reason Y177 is 71 the people before entering 2% yIX.

4 The 2°vop or curtains, were the boundaries in the 19wn. In the wpna N°2 an 79 could not be taken out of the walls
of the 71y. All of this applies only after the animal had been sacrificed.

5 There is no doubt that Yitzchok is referred to as an 791w due to the Akeidah. Our point here is that according to the
Tanchuma the status of 791 was not the reason he could not leave X2 7R, but rather his status of 77170 was the
reason.

6 Even today there are Halachik guidelines as to when it is permitted for one who lives in 7% 77X to leave, even for
a short time, to Y& 1. In general, it is permitted only for compelling reasons.

7 Interestingly, an animal may not be offered as a j27p until it is 8 days old, the same age for 77> n°12.



3. The Musag is teaching that prix> is being told not only not to go to 2>7%» now, but to never leave
to yX? v, The question is how did 2"m know to expand Hashem’s command to include never
leaving 98> yIX? Perhaps all Hashem was telling pr¥> was only not to leave now! The 7"2m0
answers that if all Hashem wanted was to tell pnx® was not to go down now, but to remain in 37, it
would have sufficed to tell him nR777 yIR2 3. The first Pasuk of 72K QWX 7IR2 19w 77277870 770 9K
9% would be unnecessary. Rather, the first Pasuk, using the Shoresh 1.5.w, refers to the command
to remain permanently in X2 yIX as the Shoresh infers. The second Pasuk, using the Shoresh
1.1, refers to a second command to remain in 973 temporarily, where he will be blessed.
Additionally, we may read into the Shoresh 1.5.w not only to dwell permanently but also to bring
the 710w into the land. These two interpretations are found in the words of the Midrash (quoted in
Note #1) from which our Musag is taken:

JOR2 1WA DX DWW PR 112W AR 02T ,2°81 M0 YT 01T Y0l A bhale YIR2 AIDW Awy ;¥R 10w
It thus becomes clear that prix is being told to remain for his entire life in Xw° IR,

4. Questions for further thought:
According to the Tanchuma Yaakov Avinu, who was also born in 2% 2R, was allowed to leave
to 7IRD P,

a. Was this only because he was in danger of being killed by Eisav?

b. Does the vision of the 2910 give us any clues?

c. How would we understand Yaakov’s going down to Mitzrayim?



