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Translation:
I will be with them in this troubling time, as I will be with them in the
subjugation of the other nations.

Explanation:
Hashem was reassuring Moshe and the Jewish people that just as he had been
with them in this exile, so too He would be with them in their future exiles.
The presence of Hashem in our exiles serves to ensure us that Hashem will
protect us and also that we will eventually be redeemed for Hashem’s sake
even if we are not deserving of redemption'.

Looking in the Pasuk:

The Midrash which Rashi quotes is bothered by both the meaning of the
name 77X WX 77X and by the change to the name 77X at the end of the
Pasuk. Additionally problematic is why the command %% w> °12% 98D 715
does not appear at the beginning of the Pasuk but only towards the end. The
Midrash explains the name and comments that the full 7R WK 7778 was
meant for Moshe’s ears only as the people should only be told 7°7% so as not
to worry them about future exiles and suffering.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: The meaning of the name MmN WX N>NX, and its significance as the
secret to both our survival in exile and assurance for eventual redemption.
Understand: Our survival as a people depends on our Torah observance as
well as our everlasting connection to Hashem, and, as we are connected to
Him so too He is connected to us.
Think: Careful reading of text answers the question of why G-d seems to be
changing His name.

1 See note #1



NOTES

1. Moshe had previously asked Hashem, “With what merit would the Jewish people be redeemed?”%.
Hashem answered that they would be redeemed in the merit of the future acceptance of the Torah.
Moshe asks G-d with which name of G-d should he address the people? It is difficult to understand
what Moshe was asking of Hashem, and Hashem’s answer seems to be equally puzzling.
It is also difficult to understand why Hashem would mention now that there would be future exiles.
Moshe himself was bothered by this, but Hashem’s seeming retraction needs explanation.
According to the Midrash which Rashi quotes, Hashem does not retract his answer of 7°IR WX 771X, but
rather He explains to Moshe that His intent was "v>71 >1X 0777 ¥ "R 77" ; to tell only Moshe this
name, but to the people he was to say i K.
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This would explain why at the beginning of the Pasuk, when Hashem reveals the name of WX 77X
7°7R, it does not say 2R *13% RN, and only towards the end of the Pasuk, when changing the name to
7R does it say 98w °127 mkn. However, we still need to understand: “What was bothering Moshe
after Hashem had told him they would be redeemed in the merit of the Torah, and why did Hashem
mention future exiles?
Perhaps Hashem’s answer regarding the merit earned by the future acceptance of the Torah troubled
Moshe. For if their redemption would be dependent on their acceptance of Torah and observance of
Mitzvos, how could they possibly be redeemed now when they sat precariously on the 49th level of
impurity? Why would the fact that they would change later be of any consequence right now? And,
Moshe wondered, what would happen in the future? If exile and redemption are to be dependent on
Bnei Yisroel’s actions alone, perhaps the Egyptian exile might end, but to what avail given the
assumption that they would sin again? Would their lax observance guarantee never-ending exile?
To this Hashem answered that there was another factor which would hasten the redemption of the
Jewish people; 7°nR, I am there with you. Hashem reveals to Moshe that the Jewish people are not alone
in Egypt, but that Hashem is there with them; 772 *21% y*. While we usually understand the
significance of this is that Hashem will be there to protect us, Hashem now explains to Moshe that it is
also the reason why no matter what level of impurity the people might fall to, they will still be
redeemed. Although not neccesarily to free them from exile, but rather to free Hashem.
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This, Hashem tells Moshe, is the name you should tell them. That 77K, I will be with them. Even if they
are void of purity and their acceptance of Torah and Mitzvos seems tenuous at best, [ will be with them,
now ar;d always; 7R WX, And, this will be the secret to their eventual redemption both now and
always’.

2. Questions for further thought:
a. Moshe ask what name should I tell the people? Why does the name make a difference?
b. Does the name 73->-1-R have any connection to the more common 73-1-73->?

2 See Rashi (X p09) ownn DX°¥IR) 01 077 ARYW 98 107 71,71 W0 OX OX)

3 The Gemoroh in (:t) NM372 provides a more concise version:
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4 Which Chazal explain is the message contained in the burning bush vision (see Rashi 2:3).

5 See the 7> 93 where this idea is developed. He also writes that there is one additional factor that contributes to
their redemption independent of their actions; nak m>o1. The 1p° >3 thus explains the next Pasuk which highlights
the Avos:
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