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Translation:
There were three ‘camps’ in which they stayed at the time of their encampment.

Explanation:
When Bnei Yisroel camped in the desert they surrounded the Mishkan. The area
which was enclosed by the curtains of the Mishkan courtyard, called 715w [amn,
was the holiest, as no impure person was allowed. The area outside the curtains in
which the Leviim camped was called % mann; it was a bit less holy as a nn Xnv
was allowed to enter. The outer camp, where the tribes camped, 2R W> 71, was
even less holy, allowing a 2 to enter. A y11¥n was forced to leave all three camps'.
In the wpna n°a the three 'camps’ were present as well®. The entire 9277 was
considered 710w mann, the n°27 777 was 712 7307 and within the walls of 225w
was DR 710,

Looking in the Pasuk:
A hint to the three camps is found in the fact that the word 71 appears three
times in the Pesukim. The order of impurity mentioned in the Pasuk, Xnv ,ar ,y17%
w912, conotes the decreasing level of their impurity.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: The names and locations of the three mimn both around the j0wn and
around the w7pni N2 and which type of impurity is not permitted in each.
Understand: The parallels between various levels of X" and the areas from
which they are excluded.
Think: Careful reading of Pasuk, noticing redundancies and order, hint to
Halacha’.

1 See note #1
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3 See note #2



NOTES

1. Rav S.R. Hirsh explains that the faults which typify the n» &nw1 21 ,y¥n explain their exclusion
from the various mMinn.

a. The ymxn is one who is being punished with leprosy due to his lack of care in regards to his
relationship with his fellow man’. He therefore is excluded even from x> mmn, suffering
isolation. During this time of isolation he will realize his need for human interaction and learn to be
more careful regarding his interpersonal relationships.

b. A 21, however, is a result of immoral behavior. He does not cause distance between himself and
others, as does the ¥177 12w 7907, but quite the opposite, he does not keep the proper separation as is
required by laws of morality. He is distancing himself not from his fellow man but from Hashem.
He therefore is excluded from the 7% mnn: the Leviim being the symbol of purity and moral
clarity.

c. The n» ¥nv has not sinned (unless he is a 173), but has come in contact with a dead body. His
impurity is not a punishment but rather a result of his ‘near-to-death’ experience. The body, without
the Neshamah, is purely physical, and one who comes into contact with the Neshamah-less body is
influenced by the pure physicality, which causes the impurity of n»n nxmw. Such a person may not
enter the most spiritual of places, the 712w 7ann, until he has purified himself.

In short, yM¥»n nXAw is the result of a social fault, 21 NXMY the result of a moral fault, and n» nRMY
the result of a spiritual fault. Each is therefore excluded from the parallel m1mn:

YN = social = SR> M * a1 =moral = 7% 7ann ¥ N Xnv = spiritual = 70w 7N

2. There is a fascinating (* 12°0 1 7w79) 727 W77 which understands the Pesukim to be talking not
only about an individual impurity but rather one on a national level as well. When the Pasuk says
TannaTIR YY) it refers to a time when the Jewish people will not keep the Mitzvos and will be
‘sent from the camp’, exiled from 5&w° yR, the camp where the Shechinah resides. The reason is
because wWoyy Xnv 29 27793) ¥¥-93, that they have transgressed the 3 cardinal sins®, 771 mmay
(wo1> xnv) DT MO (21) M 9 (). This is the first m>w, the first exile, of Y21, The
Pasuk continues, 9WR 72p377Y 1290, referring to the time when 922 will be destroyed and we will
come under the rule of the Persian empire (but since no actual exile took place, the words 72 m?>w
maman do not appear). The words 71ap1 7v 701 foretell the Persian decree 2 7 3=227NR 72871 X972
(3:3 9NOR NPan) DY) AL 1R17TY) Win. The following words DIn?wn mmn? yinn=o% refer to the second
exile from 2x1w” X by the Romans’. And finally, the words o°3qn=n¥ np> 2] refer to the Greek
rule, where we read (:XD> Naw) 22°72w D°2AWw: 92 W1 22°7% 01 1011w, The Pasuk concludes with
the words 02in2 2% °1X WY, in which Hashem is informing us that even in the darkness of Galus,
the Shechinah remains with us®.

3. Questions for further thought:
a. How is it possible that some areas are holier than others if Hashem’s presence fills the
world?
b. When looking at the sins connected to the types of impurity, what does it tell us about the
severity of the sins?
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The Gemoroh (:v X)) teaches that the first "2 was destroyed because they transgressed the 3 cardinal sins.
The Midrash teaches that the ny2¥ in the desert was a result of the 27177 233.

Here the reason for the exile is not mentioned in the Pasuk. This fits perfectly with the Gemoroh (:t ¥21°) which
teaches, DXp 72301 XY 2NV 7201 RYW 210K ,0%P 77301 DY 773 DR, the first ones (232 M73) whose sin was
revealed, the end (of their exile) was also revealed (70 years), however the second ones (2118 M23) whose sin was
not revealed, the end (of their exile) was also not revealed.

8 According to the simple meaning as well, the Pasuk is teaching us that Hashem remains with us always, even if we
are impure. This is learned explicitly from the Pasuk (10:10 X3p°1) ankny 7in2 oax 12¥3 from which the Midrash
infers DMy 71w PRAY W 9D DY ARW PRI 17 1220, Since the Shechinah remains even if we are impure we are
therefore told to leave the areas of enhanced holiness in order to not defile the nw7p.
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