
  פרשת מקץ

 לח פסוק מבפרק 
ֹ֕ וַ  א־יֵרֵ֥ יּ ֹֽ ˂֙ דֶּ֨ בַּ  ן֙ וֹ אָסוּהקְרָאָ֤ וּר אָ֗ שְׁ  נִ וֹדּ֣ א לְבַ וּת וְה֧ יו מֵ֜ י־אָחִ֨ כִּֽ ם כֶ֑ מָּ י עִ נִ֖ בְּ ד אמֶר ל  רֶ
 :לָהוֹאֽ שְׁ ן וֹיָג֖ בְּ י יבָתִ֛ שֵֽׂ ם אֶת־תֶּ֧ רַדְ וֹ וְהֽ הּ־בָ֔ וּלְכתֵּֽ ר שֶׁ֣ אֲ 

  י"שר
שאין אמר רבי אליעזר בן יעקב מיכן ? הא בבית לא": בדרך אשר תלכו בה"

  .השטן מקטרג אלא בשעת הסכנה

  גמוש
  .נָהכָּ סַּ עַת הַ שְׁ בִּ טָן מְקַטְרֵג אֶלָא שָּׂ אֵין הַ שֶׁ 

Translation: 
The שטן does not prosecute only in times of danger.  

Explanation:  
When a person is in a dangerous situation he or she needs special assistance from 
Hashem. Hashem must therefore judge his or her actions to see whether he or she 
is deserving of such assistance. Therefore, by putting themselves in a dangerous 
situation the person is bringing a judgement on themselves1 and giving the 
prosecutor, the שטן, the opportunity to call attention to their sins. 
This applies to all risky behaviors2 and for this reason the Torah commands us 

)טו:ד דברים( לנפשותיכם מאוד ונשמרתם  ,3 to be very careful at all times with our lives.  

Looking in the Pasuk: 
The Midrash quoted by Rashi4 comes to explain why it is that Yaakov thought a 
calamity would befall Binyomin. What makes this particularly difficult is the fact 
that Yaakov does not say maybe a calamity will occur, אסון יקראהו אולי , but rather 

אסון וקראהו , a calamity will happen. Also problematic is the fact that Yaakov 
thought that this calamity would only befall בה תלכו אשר בדרך , on the road. To this 
the Midrash answers that the שטן prosecutes at times of danger, such as traveling, 
and that this almost ensures5 that a tragedy will follow.  

Musag Learning Outcomes: 
Know: Yaakov hesitates to send Binyomin with his brothers, realizing that the 
danger of travel will bring to an examination of his actions. 
Understand: How the situations people place themselves in, affect Hashem’s 
judgement of them. 
Think: Close reading of text reveals Yaakovs fears.   
 

                                                        
1 See note #1 
2 See note #2 
3 See note #3 
4 See note #4 
5 See note #5 



NOTES 

1. The Gemoroh in ה ראשªטז הש:  tells us: 
 חבירו על דין ומוסר, תפלה ועיון, ויªט קיר: הן אלו, אדם של עוªותיו מזכירין דברים שלשה: יצחק רבי ואמר

Three things call attention to the sins of man, and these are them: A falling wall, etc.  
Rashi explains why a falling wall would call attention to one’s sins: 

 נבדק הוא כך ומתוך, נס לו עשותלי זה ראוי כלום: שאומר, עוונותיו מזכיר תחתיו ועובר -  נטוי קיר
When a person walks under a falling wall he calls attention to his sins because Hashem asks if the 
person is deserving of a miracle (after all, the laws of nature would have the wall collapse on him, 
therefore, saving him would call for a change to the laws of nature, i.e. a miracle). Because of this, 
his actions are examined. In effect, there could be a situation in which Hashem does not deem it 
necessary to punish a person, however, that person put himself in a situation in which he was at 
odds with the forces of nature and requires a miracle to save him. In such a case his ועבירות מצוות  
will be examined to see whether or not he merits being saved. 
 
2. One must be careful even when fulfilling a Mitzvah. Even though we are taught that those who 
do Mitzvos are not harmed, ם מצוה שלוחיªיזוקים איª) ח פסחים(: , when there is a clear and present 
danger the protection of the Mitzvah is not necessarily forthcoming )י היזיקא שכיחאªשא( . The 
reason is as explained above; when a person puts themselves in a situation in which the forces of 
nature would harm them, a miracle (change of the laws of nature) is needed to save them, and they 
may not warrant such a miracle. The greater the danger, the more obvious the miracle )סª גלהª( , and 
only great Tzaddikim warrant open miracles to save them. 
 
3. The Gemoroh in לב שבת.  applies this rule to issues of health and sickness as well. It tells us: 

 והפטר זכות הבא לו אומרים יחלה שאם יחלה שלא רחמים אדם יבקש לעולם
One should ask for mercy to not become ill, for should he become sick they tell him bring a merit to 
deserve  to be healed. 
 
4. Rashi quotes this Midrash, however, Rashi is not found here but rather on the Pasuk in Parshas 
Vayigash )כט:מד(  when Yehudah tells Yosef of his father’s reluctance to send Binyomin: 

 : אֹלָהשְׁ  רָעָהבְּ  יבָתִישֵׂ אֶת־ םתֶּ רַדְ וֹוְה ןוֹאָס וּוְקָרָה ªַיפָּ  מֵעִם ם־אֶת־זֶהגַּ  םתֶּ לְקַחְ וּ
Rashi’s wording in Vayigash is without the double negative אלא...אין , but rather: 

 .הסכªה בשעת מקטרג שהשטן מיכן
Rashi is coming to explain that the Midrash does not mean that the שטן only prosecutes at times of 
danger but that it will prosecute at times of danger as explained above. 
 
5. Perhaps the fact that the שטן will prosecute is in itself the אסון that Yaakov feared.  
 
6. Additional questions: 

a. Why did Rashi first mention this Midrash on the Pasuk in Vayigash, and not here? 
b. How does this Musag apply to the question of why we are allowed to go to doctors and 
not required to only daven to Hashem? 

 
 


