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Translation:
The 10w does not prosecute only in times of danger.

Explanation:
When a person is in a dangerous situation he or she needs special assistance from
Hashem. Hashem must therefore judge his or her actions to see whether he or she
is deserving of such assistance. Therefore, by putting themselves in a dangerous
situation the person is bringing a judgement on themselves' and giving the
prosecutor, the 7uw, the opportunity to call attention to their sins.
This applies to all risky behaviors® and for this reason the Torah commands us
(10:7 0™M27) D2Mwar> TRy N, to be very careful at all times with our lives.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The Midrash quoted by Rashi* comes to explain why it is that Yaakov thought a
calamity would befall Binyomin. What makes this particularly difficult is the fact
that Yaakov does not say maybe a calamity will occur, 170X 18I *21R, but rather
TOX 1IXPY, a calamity will happen. Also problematic is the fact that Yaakov
thought that this calamity would only befall 712 1990 9w 7173, on the road. To this
the Midrash answers that the 7w prosecutes at times of danger, such as traveling,
and that this almost ensures’ that a tragedy will follow.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Yaakov hesitates to send Binyomin with his brothers, realizing that the
danger of travel will bring to an examination of his actions.
Understand: How the situations people place themselves in, affect Hashem’s
judgement of them.
Think: Close reading of text reveals Yaakovs fears.

See note #1
See note #2
See note #3
See note #4
See note #5
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NOTES

1. The Gemoroh in : 10 Mwn W tells us:
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Three things call attention to the sins of man, and these are them: A falling wall, etc.
Rashi explains why a falling wall would call attention to one’s sins:
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When a person walks under a falling wall he calls attention to his sins because Hashem asks if the
person is deserving of a miracle (after all, the laws of nature would have the wall collapse on him,
therefore, saving him would call for a change to the laws of nature, i.e. a miracle). Because of this,
his actions are examined. In effect, there could be a situation in which Hashem does not deem it
necessary to punish a person, however, that person put himself in a situation in which he was at
odds with the forces of nature and requires a miracle to save him. In such a case his Ny NN¥N
will be examined to see whether or not he merits being saved.

2. One must be careful even when fulfilling a Mitzvah. Even though we are taught that those who
do Mitzvos are not harmed, (:n ©XNDY) DXPI OIX M¥N 'MW, when there is a clear and present
danger the protection of the Mitzvah is not necessarily forthcoming ()xe Xp>vn xndw). The
reason is as explained above; when a person puts themselves in a situation in which the forces of
nature would harm them, a miracle (change of the laws of nature) is needed to save them, and they
may not warrant such a miracle. The greater the danger, the more obvious the miracle (no» ©3), and
only great Tzaddikim warrant open miracles to save them.

3. The Gemoroh in .25 naw applies this rule to issues of health and sickness as well. It tells us:
VA MDY NN IY OIMIN NDNY ORY NONY ROYW DMONT DTN WP DY)

One should ask for mercy to not become ill, for should he become sick they tell him bring a merit to
deserve to be healed.

4. Rashi quotes this Midrash, however, Rashi is not found here but rather on the Pasuk in Parshas
Vayigash (v5: 70) when Yehudah tells Yosef of his father’s reluctance to send Binyomin:
:M2NY MY ONPYNN DNTIN 1IONINR) 229 DYN NTNNDI DHNR
Rashi’s wording in Vayigash is without the double negative NYX...N, but rather:
OO NYWA YI0PN JOUNY 120
Rashi is coming to explain that the Midrash does not mean that the yow only prosecutes at times of
danger but that it will prosecute at times of danger as explained above.

5. Perhaps the fact that the yow will prosecute is in itself the "OX that Yaakov feared.

6. Additional questions:
a. Why did Rashi first mention this Midrash on the Pasuk in Vayigash, and not here?
b. How does this Musag apply to the question of why we are allowed to go to doctors and
not required to only daven to Hashem?



