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Translation:
When the w7pni n°a stood one would bring his Shekel and be forgiven, now that
the w7pni n°2 is not standing one is obligated to give gifts to the poor.

Explanation:
The 5pwi n>xnn which were brought to the wTpni n°2 were earmarked towards the
purchase of m127p which atone for our sins. Now that the w7pni n°2 is no longer
standing we can receive the same atonement by giving gifts to the poor'. This is
because one who feeds the poor is using the very food that generally satisfies his
physical needs, for spiritual purposes; to be o»pn the mxn of feeding the poor. This
is the underlying purpose of sacrifices as well, to teach us that physical objects can
be elevated towards spiritual pursuits”.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The Midrash is bothered by the term 2°71p5:7 % 22w 2, all who pass. This term is
not used anywhere else in the Torah, and here it used not once, but twice. The
Midrash answers that the repetition comes to teach us that the obligation to bring
the Ypwn n>xnn applies for all time, even when there is no w7pnn n°a. The use of
the word 72w was used to focus our attention on another 721¥, a poor man who is
72w, who passes from place to place. Taken together it teaches us that even in
times when one cannot bring his 2pw: n°xnn to the w7pnn N°2 one may fulfill the
obligation by giving to the poor.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: When the w7pni n°2 no longer stands the Mitzvah of Hpwi n°xnn is replaced
by the giving of gifts to the poor.
Understand: There is a parallel between the sacrifices at the time of the w7pni "2
and giving food to the poor. In both instances one takes a physical object and
dedicates it for spiritual purposes, forming the basis for his atonement.
Think: Words in the Torah can be unique both within the context they are used and
in the frequency of their use in the Torah.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. Our Musag creates a parallel between the 9pwn n°xnn, whose purpose was to facilitate the
bringing of M127p, and giving °11°2x? ninn.
This idea is echoed in the Gemoroh (.71 M372) which praises those who stretch out the length of
their meals:
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The Gemoroh parallels bringing sacrifices to giving food to the poor. It is interesting to note that
both sources refer to giving food as opposed to charity in general. Why would this be so?
Additionally, one might ask, “Why is giving to the poor compared to bringing sacrifices”? Why
choose that mxn?
To answer, we must first delve into the reason that bringing sacrifices helps one achieve atonement.
One of the more popular explanations is that when one brings a 7272, he or she should be thinking
that what is happening to the animal should be happening to me*. This will bring a person towards
repentance, which, in the end result, is the necessary component of atonement. On a slightly deeper
level, by bringing a sacrifice one is acknowledging the fact that his physical component is that
which brings him to sin. Slaughtering the animal is to be symbolic of one who is ridding himself of
the physical or the animal side of man which will result in a focus on the spiritual and angelic side
of man.
At this point there seems to be no parallel whatsoever to giving charity to the poor. However, if we
were to take this idea one step deeper we could explain that perhaps an even higher, albeit more
difficult to achieve, level of atonement might be attained. While there is no doubt that the
suppression of the physical, symbolized by the slaughter and burning of the sacrifice, is an effective
tool towards achieving a focus on the spiritual, another method might be effective as well. This is
achieved by turning the physical into the spiritual®. That is to take a physical object, normally used
to satisfy physical needs, and use it towards spiritual pursuits. Thus, the sacrificing of an animal
may now be understood not as the negation of the physical but rather as the elevation of the
physical to the spiritual realm. Such an act finds spiritual significance even in the most physical of
acts and will lead one to regret even more so that he allowed the physical within him to lead him to
sin.
Thus understood, we can now explain the why our Musag and the Gemoroh parallel sacrifices and
giving food to the poor, and why this applies most clearly with food and not with every type of
charity. For when one takes food from his table, which he has used to satisfy his hunger, and gives
it to the poor, he is effecting the exact process achieved in bringing a sacrifice. He thus turns his
table into a 72, making even his own meal into a means by which to come closer to Hashem.

2. I once heard a beautiful homiletic explanation of a Midrash Tanchumah, quoted by Rashi 0»)

(>, based on this idea. The Midrash tells us that Hashem showed Moshe a coin of fire:
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3 Rashi (in .12 73°31) explains this to be referring to 2°n7IKX No137 as the Gemoroh in M372 infers. The MddIN quote the
Gemoroh in (.1?) 177710 which teaches the extreme importance of feeding others (X137 72173).

4 This is very similar to when we do n193 before Yom Kippur and recite 1% 7281 012X *IR1 7017 722 213707 7.

5 One might understand the concepts of 7777w and 7w17p along these lines. 7770 is an absence of impurity, a passive
state. In effect, one is born MY and as long as they do not come in contact with 780 they will remain in this state,
with no active effort required on their part. Even if one were to become impure, 1770 is achieved by ‘washing
away’ the impure; basically returning to the original pure state. However nw17p is the turning of a physical object
into a spiritual one. We make 17°p on wine, and call marriage 1217°p. This state cannot be achieved without active
effort; man is not born w17p.



While it is clear that the Midrash is coming to explain the words 1n° a1, which usually refers to
something that is being pointed to°, it is still unclear why Hashem needed to show Moshe such a
coin. The answer is that Moshe was bothered by the fact that money, the proverbial source of all
evil, would be used as a means of atonement. To answer, Hashem showed Moshe a coin of fire.
Hashem was telling Moshe that the coin was to be compared to fire. Fire could be used to burn and
destroy, but could also be used to heat, cook or illuminate. In the end result, even the most
destructive of objects could be harnessed to benefit man. So too money or any physical object. It
can be used to corrupt or to indulge in physical pursuits, but it can also be used to purchase mia7p
and bring man closer to G-d.

3. Questions for further discussion:

a. Can you think of examples in our lives in which the Torah requires us to deny physical pleasure
and examples where the Torah requires us to dedicate the physical towards our service of Hashem?
b. Which do you think is holier, for one to deny physical pleasure or for one to dedicate physical
pleasure to Hashem?

6 See 7:1 7n17vn2 and Teachers Notes #1 for a more detailed discussion of the word.



