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Translation:
There is no ‘Zakein’ other than he who has acquired wisdom'.

Explanation:

The word {27 is a contraction of the words 112 17, this he has acquired. 1f refers to
the wisdom of Torah, which was Hashem’s first acquisition. It can be referring to

an elder who has acquired wisdom over the years, or even a younger 2217 7°17N
who has acquired wisdom through the study of Torah. The 71X of 12T %15 DT,
to honor a JPT7, thus applies to both.

Avrohom’s greatest blessing was his 771727, the wisdom which he had gained
through his understanding of Torah. Of all the things we acquire throughout life
only our wisdom will last and develop even as we grow old.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The lesson of the Gemoroh helps us understand why Avrohom’s command to
Eliezer is introduced with the fact that Avrohom was growing old and had been
blessed”. Avrohom’s warns Eliezer not to search for a wife among the materialistic
Cananim but rather to go to the home of the spiritual Besuel and Lavan even
though they were idol worshipers. Also understood is the term 2°1°2 X2. Since
Avrohom was blessed with wisdom he looked forward to his old age as his
wisdom would grow and deepen.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: The word jp1 refers to a wise person, and is a contraction of the word 3p 1,
this he has acquired. The Mitzvah of 121 *15 n77m thus commands us to respect the
wise.
Understand: All material things wear down as they age and do not last forever.
However, the wisdom we acquire through the learning of Torah remains intact in
our old age and in the world to come. Avrohom realized that wisdom was the
blessing of his old age and commanded Eliezer to seek a wife for Yitzchok who
would appreciate this as well.
Think: The descriptive nature of Tanach words provides insight and meaning. In
addition, close inspection of introductory phrases yields deeper understanding.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2



NOTES

1. This Musag is taken from the Gemoroh in Kedushin which is discussing the Pasuk (27:1° &)
of 121 "33 P77 0Ipn AW *19n , deciding who exactly the Torah is referring to when it says jp7. One
opinion is that it refers to an elder, while *2°%37 °01 "1 believes it refers to any 251 7150 even if he is
young. The Halacha goes according to his opinion and thus we learn the obligation to stand for a
oo TN,
The question to be answered is, how does *7°%371 °01° "7 know that it refers to a 0dn 7»7n? After all
the Pasuk did not seem to refer to wisdom at all! Also interesting is his words 7m31 71pw *»; why
does he use this terminology? Would it not be more accurate to simply say 031 7120 XX P71 1'R?
The answer is found in the Pasuk that >2°5377 °01° "1 brings to prove his point. He quotes a Pasuk in
Mishlei which is talking about the f7om of 7mn’. The Pasuk tells us 277 n°wx1 *1p 7, Hashem
acquired me at the beginning of His path. The Mishna in Avos” understands this to be teaching that
Torah is one of Hashem’s acquisitions:
TIP DR AR IR OANAR TR TIP IR QMW IR PIP TN 17 19RY 1MRWA RIT T2 WITRT AP 20 Twnn
097 DPWRA IR T 20007 13 AR IR OTIN LIAR IR wIRan N2 TR
In addition, Chazal’ learn from this Pasuk that Torah was the very first acquisition:
DW MW ,WIPAT M°AY, 71297 K0T ,A3N LTV 1N ,A2WN 370 13 19K, 299 X12IWw 2P 1IR3 20127 Avaw
297 DPWRA 1P ' 2°N0T AN Lwn
And, finally, this Pasuk teaches us® that Hashem used this 112, the 7707 NMom, to actually create the
world:
"M TINKR JOW 29011 .02 K21 7AW 7N 2737 090 RIT M1 .00 8921 12w °92 0n° 101w ORI 172030
7.1317 DRI °11p
But, what does this have to do with the word jp1?
999377 °01° ' is of the opinion that the word Jp1 is a contraction of 7P 77, this he has acquired. Since
we are not sure which acquisition we are talking about we assume it to be referring to the very first
acquisition, the Torah. Thus, a jp1, explains *9°937 °01 ', is referring only to one who has acquired
wisdom.
I do not think that *%°%377 °01 " is arguing with the usual translation of the word jp7 as referring to an
elder. Rather, he is stressing the fact that an elder is called such because he has acquired wisdom 17)
(mp over the years by learning from life’s experiences®. Thus, one who has acquired wisdom
through Torah knowledge is called a jp1 even though they might be young, and one who has not
acquired wisdom would not be called a jp7 even though they might be old.
All the above provides a very unique understanding of our Pasuk, nX 772 'm 2°»°2 X2 jpT 002X
012K, For the point of *2°%37 *01° '2’s interpretation is that the only real acquisition we make in life
is the wisdom we gain. All other monetary acquisitions are fleeting and temporary, only wisdom is
everlasting. As we grow older our physical strength wanes as physical pleasures become less
satisfying. Most people as they grow older look back on the “good old days”. Not so the wise. With
old age, wisdom becomes deeper and clearer. The 0or 7170 does not fear old age, but rather looks
forward to the insight and perspective it provides. Fascinatingly the Gemoroh in Kedushin (.29)
makes the very same point and proves it from our Pasuk:
TP T 02 770WR 92X QTRY AN KR °12 DX TAN PRI 07WAW NI 93 MIR 7710 MR ORI 020
3377 1NORD22 PIDYY 9197 WK L. TIRT OTY R 9T 0T R2 DTRWI LID R NUAR DI WY X2 29w 17 nadp
T IV NPT MPD DANR 12 NI ,LMAYIa ¥9 591 1NAWH ROX ,12 PR aMhA DaN ,av72 nn R
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As is stated in a previous Pasuk :m2 1% X2 0°¥01772) 0°2°19% 7937 121073 (R°)
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The Targum Yerushalmi thus translates the words &72 n*wX12 as X172 RPOWM2.

The Gemoroh in Kedushin (.3%) quotes 131> 21 who mentions that he used to stand up for every elder, whether
Jewish or not, simply because they had experienced so many challenges during their long life
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The Gemoroh understands that the blessing that Avrohom was blessed with was that of 37, the nnom
707 for this can be called that which he truly acquired, 73p 71. It was his only true acquisition as it
would continue to develop and deepen in his old age and remain intact in X217 0?1.

Taking this idea one step further, the 7> *23 explains the strange wording of o2 Ra. After all, he
asks, as one grows older he should be called a»n XX, as he is leaving days, not entering days. He
explains that this is true only of one who has lived his days as a purely physical being. As the
physical man grows old he leaves his best days behind him and should be accurately termed a Xx1°
o»n. However, a spiritual person, one who has acquired wisdom looks forward to his old age, he
thus is called a o2 X3, entering the prime of his life’.

2. The commentaries question why the episode of finding a wife for Yitzchok is introduced with
Avrohom’s old age and blessings from Hashem. The obvious reason is that he feared not being
alive to guide Yizchok’s choice of a wife. This was especially true due to Avrohom’s wealth, as
Yitzchok might be sought after in order to inherit his estate. Hence the Pasuk introduces this story
with both Avrohom’s advanced age and his material blessings.

According to that which we have written above we might propose a different answer. Avrohom
warns Eliezer not to take a wife from the daughters of Canaan and rather to travel hundreds of
miles to his family. Avrohom must have felt that there was something very problematic with the
character of the Cananim, but saw no such issue with Besuel and Lavan. This seems strange due to
the fact that the family of Besuel and Lavan were idol worshipers'’. The answer given'' is the
nature of their character flaws. The people of Canaan were immoral and 7%n *>v2. Avrohom could
find no possible redeeming feature in their behavior. Indeed when 7% *12 conquer ?X2” 77X they
are commanded to destroy the Cananim completely. However, Besuel and Lavan were idol
worshipers. They sought out a spiritual force in their lives; they simply chose the wrong force. This
was an intellectual error which could be corrected and channeled towards 51 nav'?. Therefore, our
Pasuk is explaining why Avrohom is about to issue his warning to Eliezer. He has reached old age
and realizes the ultimate value of the wisdom of Torah like *X7171 "1 in the Gemoroh quoted above.
He fully realizes the folly of living a purely physical existence. He relishes the blessings that his
wisdom has brought him and cannot bear the thought of Yitzchok marrying into a family of the
immoral Cananim.

3. Questions for further thought:
a. In the following Pasuk the term 1n"2 37 appears. Does this correlate to our understanding
of 1p1?
b. Do you think there is a connection between Avrohom looking for a wife for Yitzchok and
Sarah’s recent passing?

9 The 7p> *93 uses this idea to explain homiletically the Pasuk in (>:1) n?1p which teaches: o3¢ 127 i MXR™O8
IOV RYRY mpann KXY 09 9Rn 00aiv 17 0WRNG. Do not say, “Why were the former days better than these? ” because
you are not asking this from wisdom. We usually explain the Pasuk to be teaching that it is not wise to lament the
fact that our generation does not match the piety of previous generations. However, the 1p° 22 explains it to mean
that if one were to ask why were my younger days better than my elder years, it would reflect on his lack of
wisdom.

10 The Midrash tells us that Eliezer would not enter the house of Besuel until they cleaned out the idols (n°277 nX *n"19)
and Lavans 0°57n were very important to him.

11 See R.S.R. Hirsch

12 One could thus explain the passage in the Haggadah which reads: 21977 11299 1w 1°M2K 1°7 777 77129 272 72000
1n712v%. Since we were already those who sought a ‘higher’ power we could be guided in the correct direction.



