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Translation:

The Tzadikim say little but do much, the wicked say much but do not do
even a little.

Explanation:
A person who is truly a Tzadik does not talk about what he is going to do,
but rather does the good deed. But a Rosha talks all the time about the great
things he will do, but in the end does nothing. One can frequently know how
much a person will actually do by how much they talk about it.

Looking in the Pasuk:
As we look at the name 1119V we find it mentioned many times and every
time it is spelled with a 1"""1. Only once is it spelled without the 1", leading
Rashi to wonder why. Also, why at the end of the Pasuk does it add 021V
3M0°%, money that was accepted in the market?
The answer is that Avrohom understood” very well that 7799 would only
accept the best coins, even though 1179Y was talking as if he was generous.
Avrohom saw that 1179¥’s words were empty and therefore his name is
spelled empty, missing the 1"’

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Personality of Ephron. Wicked say much yet do nothing, opposite by
Tzadik.
Understand: Correlation between speech and action.

Think: Analyze text of Pasuk comparing spelling of Ephron’s name and extra
words.

1 See note #1
2 See note #2
3 See note #3



NOTES

1. Rashi’s comment comes from 2 sources which he molded into one. The idea of the missing vov
comes from the Midrash Rabba:
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He who hastens to be rich has an evil eye, and considers not, that want shall come upon him.
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2. Here we touch upon an interesting question. Did Ephron actually tell Avrohom that he wanted
the best coins or did Avrohom understand from Ephron’s speech that he would only take the best
coins (as I infer here)? From the beginning of the Pasuk we can infer the latter. The words ynw»
19y DR OnNaR seem unnecessary. Rather it means that he ‘heard’ exactly what Ephron was really
saying; that he would only take the best coins. This approach seems to be the one taken by the
0"2w here who comments on the words 2772R ynw™ and writes X192 ¥»°01% °7. The Rashbam
comments that Avrohom understood by the ‘hints’ mentioned by Ephron exactly what he had in
mind.

This, however, begs another question. How did Avrohom know? What were these 0" the
Rashbam is referring to?

There seems to be an interesting correlation between doing much/saying little and saying
much/doing little. We usually understand that the two are not really related, just that 2°vw1 not only
do little but they also talk a lot, and 2°p>7% not only do much but they also talk a little. But perhaps
the two are more tightly related. There is a saying, “I will let my actions do the talking”. People
who act see no reason to talk about what they do as their actions will speak for themselves. When
someone talks so much about what they are about to do, it is a sure sign that they do not plan on
actually doing anything. (Of course if an action was done in private then this would not hold true.)
Avrohom just had to hear the constant public declarations of Ephron’s intent to do good, and he
knew that such good would never be forthcoming and only the best coins would be accepted.

(As an aside, I have frequently wondered if the connection between acting and speaking might be
even more powerful. It is possible that those who speak much about the good they are about to do,
will not actually do anything as they begin to feel that the talk alone was sufficient. They feel so
good about the talk they have provided that they forget that they actually have done nothing!)

3. The 7y *%5 provides an interesting explanation as to why the 1" was removed. He begins by
quoting the 2w Y¥2 who comments that 179Y is the same gematria as ¥ ¥9 (See the Midrash
quoted in footnote 1, where we see that 1175v is indeed called a 7°¥ ¥7). Things get really interesting
says the o107 2¥2 when you realize that the gematria for both is 400, the exact amount Ephron
took from Avrohom. The 2p° *%5 then quotes the Gemarah :v X102 X232 which teaches: V175 M7 9
m>o12 wwa 712nn w9, one could thus conclude that if he or she did not give to the poor, but rather
acted as a PV ¥7, they would lose these six blessings. Thus, says the 27> *23, Ephron lost the six
blessings, represented by losing the 1" (6) in his name.

4. Questions for further thought:
The purchase of 779517 nyn was the first acquisition of land in P& yX.
a. Why did Avrohom have to purchase the land?
b. Didn’t Hashem promise to give him the land?



