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Translation:

A maidservant on the Sea saw that which the prophets did not see”.

Explanation:

The presence of Hashem by the splitting of the Sea was so clear that all saw it equally.
This clarity, to the point of being able to point as if Hashem’s presence was a physical
entity, was not even achieved by the prophets’. This allowed all to reach a state of
complete unity and to sing the 77°® as one.

Looking in the Pasuk:

There are three parts of the Pasuk that require explanation. First: Why does Moshe say i1
"-x and not *>-x x3m? Second: Why does the Pasuk separate my G-d and my father’s G-d?
Third: Why does it say *>-x 71t and by my father’s G-d it changes to *7>-x*? Our Musag
answers the first question. The Targum Yonnason’ explains that the infants who were
nurtured by Hashem were the ones who recognized Hashem and pointed to Him. They
together with all the people realized that even though Hashem had dealt with their fathers
with 177 n7n, they were the beneficiaries of onni7 nn.

Musag Learning Outcomes:

Know:
a. When the Torah uses the word 1 it refers to someone who is pointing to someone
or something they see clearly. Thus in the 77w when they used the term >>-x 1, it
teaches that they all, including even a maidservant, saw Hashem with clarity that
surpassed even the Neviim.
b. the term *»-x refers to on17 N, while °77-x refers to 177 nn.
Understand: Hashem’s revelation at 710 o> was so clear that it led to complete unity
among the people, breaking down all social barriers, allowing even those on the lowest
social level to sing in unison with all 5xw> 3. The people realized that even at times of
17, the harsh judgment which their fathers had experienced - "ax *p%x - they could clearly
see the o°nm of Hashem - *5-x 1.
Think: Picking up on the particular wording used in the 77°w, including the use of the
word 77, and the difference between the names *2-X and *777-X, one referring to the past
relationship with Hashem and one referring to the present relationship, provides insight
into the essence of Hashem’s revelation at 10 .
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See note #1
See note #2
See note #4
For a fourth question see Questions for further thought.
See note #3



NOTES

1. Rashi is difficult to read as he seems to be making two points, one that they pointed and second
that a maidservant was able to see what the prophets could not. While these two points certainly
compliment each other, as we will see in the wording of the Mechilta, it is somewhat strange that
Rashi did not connect the two and say fndw 7nXT or ANOW ANKIW.
The answer is found in the fact that Rashi is using two different sources, one that mentions the idea
of pointing and a second which mentions what a maidservant saw. The first point is found in the
727 w17 which teaches:
(15 M) 'RIY MATI DR AR 7Y 2Pnn *195 11001 VINN1 7722 AR ,0%7 277 2O9173 712 IR K32 7972 "R
JT120 Mava T RIw 02 12 IR 1021 ,°15 DN MIRI? 991N XY X7 772 WITPA 5"R 77120 DR N1 °IRT
AR PR R D3P AR DR T aw Y7 32T VAW AV NINTT DR MR IR RO DR MRV N1
IR TR TAR 22 207 W L mpan ' Ao 172 XIAW 2PN 502 ROR RI7 IR DIPR2 OX KIT IRD O MV
("0 120 20 nwB nowa nwAs 727 maw) MR H-X 7T NN WANRA
The second is found in the Xn%°on which is the source for the second part of Rashi. It teaches:
7021 0772 MR D°R2IT IRV ORPIE IR R2W O 090 2¥ O0OW ORI IR 0K 1731 IR YR M O9-R T
DIDIW OTY WA Ton? Ywn L(R:R PRPIMY) 2°17-K8 MR RN DONWT N0 20031 (K212 YWIT) ARIX 0°K°1170
3197 7900 3T OR PORW D07 1P PANKRDAY 1710910 MPBM 1oRAWAY 1100 DO NDPR 70X PO 1T
1P ROR 27 3777 OR DIRWY 00 IR TR RD 207 DY ORI N2 WITPR 32w AR amnd o7 w2 Xiw
(3 wnD 7PWwT XNODN - n2w3a HRYNY° °277 Nﬂb’)?)) H-X 7T 172K 377D ]‘713 MND 1M IR
Rashi combined the two Midrashim, first teaching that the word 77 is used because they were
pointing to someone they saw clearly, and afterwards Rashi adds that the clarity they experienced
was not particular to only Tzadikim but to even the lowest of minaw as well.

2. An interesting question that must be asked is how did the Mechilta know that even a 7rdow saw
the 7110w? Perhaps Moshe was speaking for the majority of the people, not all of them. The °nsw
o°»311 quotes the 7R 713 who answers that the fact that the entire Pasuk is written in the singular led
the Mechilta to understand that all saw equally, even a anow®. The wiTpa ©»ma X echoes this
thought in explaining the peculiar wording of 2n&? 177%" found in '} P105. He writes:
NI N7 IR WORD PITW TV 7779 NANWT NPN2 RDA T AW 1KY WD ,0RY 10 A1 1R WD
SR WOR O 2RI, T WD WK 1R ,12 WY T 1001 ,0°20
The lesson to be learned from the words of the Mechilta is that when the presence of Hashem is
clear then all divisions between classes of people fall away. In effect, they were able to say as one
in the singular, 2n&%, and °7-x 17, only because they all clearly saw the Shechina. Conversely,
division among Jews is a sure sign that the presence of Hashem is lacking.

3. Rashi writes that this level was not reached by the prophets, 2°%°21 181 X5w 1. As we will see this
does not necessarily include al/l the Neviim. The Mechilta which is Rashi’s source, says that the
level was not reached by "@°X*237 “xw1 Pxpime. The apparent exception would be Moshe Rabbeinu
about whom the Torah writes: (°:7% 0°127) :2°1977% 2°12 7Y V7 WK AWHD X772 7Y X023 0p X9

The difference between Moshe and the other prophets is actually reflected in the fact that only by
Moshe does the Torah quote his prophecies with the words 7277 711, as Chazal state:

6 Another possible explanation is that it is difficult to understand why anyone would be pointing in the first place.
After all, if indeed the sight of the 712w was so apparent, no one should need to point (one only points in order to
have others focus on an event they might otherwise miss)! However, if someone is surprised by what they saw they
would point to exclaim their excitement. This, teaches the Mechilta, refers to the mnsw, who would indeed be quite
shocked to be able to see the 71°2w and thus would point to broadcast to all that they too had reached a level of
Divine recognition.

7 The reason the Mechilta mentions YXp1° and 2°X°2177 TRW is because the two Pesukim the Mechilta brings to prove
that the Neviim did not see Hashem clearly are found in &p1m°, who is referring to himself, and in yw17, who is
talking about his fellow Neviim. Rashi shortened the Mechilta and wrote simply 0°%°21 since mentioning WY PRp1T
o°%*21 would require him to mention the continuation of the Mechilta, otherwise I would have no idea why xprm
was singled out. In any case neither the Mechilta, nor Rashi’s commentary, intended to include Moshe Rabbeinu
among the other Neviim.
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The above Midrash would thus include Moshe with those who saw Hashem with such clarity that
they were able to ‘point’ and say .

4. The Mechilta quoted above, which is Rashi’s source, understands that all those present, including
the maidservants, saw the 71°5% in a way that led them to unequivocally proclaim °2-& 71, this is my
G-d. However, the PX1 12 1n11° 21370, explains differentlyg. He comments that those who were able
to identify the n1">w did not do so as the result of a clear vision, but rather as the result of having
had seen Him previously. These, he explains, were the children who had been born in the fields and
abandoned there lest the Egyptians find them and kill them. These children were fed honey by
Hashem himself and eventually returned to their mothers. These children stopped nursing when
they saw the now during the splitting of the Sea and pointed to Hashem saying, *2-x 11, this is the
G-d who fed us. The Gemoroh in (:X°) 7110 N3o1 concurs with this explanation:
S TNAMY MBNT NRN (7 20Wa W) SRR ,M9NA DAN AT TP M LTI T YRR 1
MR L,WAT QW IR AW DV TAR PR 2w 19 0PYRY LLINIR DY RIAY M 10 Cawn moW "apn)
IR OD-R T MR L9000 07 201 2 0"2pa 723w L. A 1w ¥h0n waT i (27 0°127)
According to Chazal, Hashem Himself fed the children! Even within the terrible hardship which
typified the Egyptian exile, Hashem still related with an incredible amount of o°nrn, personally
providing the infants with the sweetness of honey. It is hard to find a more powerful Chazal with
which one might teach the o°»177 n7n of Hashem. It also provides a fascinating insight into the
remainder of the Pasuk; 11n19R) "aR *17%-8 17IR) °7-% 771, The Ramban quotes the conclusion of the
Mechilta we mentioned above:
R ARV ,QRAN DT ROR O9-R PRW IO, PTA NTH2 OMAR QY1 ,2°H00 N2 A1 0y ,7R-R" (3 1hwa) XN ona
TR 12 XY (12 PP @°9AN) 112 RN 17 9-K (30 2 927m2) 79 R 8DT K1 9-K,(2 20 2°90N) "1nary ok 09-X 00
1972 A7 NPAY 27N aY 7900 90,012 DR RIT Ny 0 O9-R T
The Mechilta explains that the message conveyed by the people at 710 o> was that while Hashem
had previously (°ax) appeared as *77-X, which represents 771 nn, they now saw Hashem as "7-x,
which represents 2°»r1777 nT. Who could better be the bearers of this message than those very same
infants who Hashem had fed and nurtured? They truly understood the message the Ramban wrote
above: 13;;{: 1NN NAR 0nna oY a%vnY 3, that even in times of harsh 17, Hashem acts with loving
kindness .

5. Questions for further thought:
a. The Mechilta taught that the two names °77-8 and °9X, which seem very similar are
understood to be opposite representations of Hashem’s m7°». Why do you think this is so?
b. According to the Mechilta, all said *-X 17, even the maidservants. However according to
the Gemoroh, it was said only by the infants, who were the only ones who recognized the
7row. Where is this hinted to in the Pasuk?

8 For afull description of Moshe’s special stature the Rambam writes:
DR WR X121 VAR T W XIM RAIND 1727 7wnT RN IR 21772 DRI 900 OOR°2I7 9D RWY wn DRI PR WY WD M
IR?7 07 Y KD 027 [wn La7m Ywna 2R 0w an 0ORIT 79700 ,RDA U7 DY 2R3 9 ,179R 12T D1pa yaw) InR 1272 TvIn 9nR
R72 1712 HY 1277 AR ROR Dwn oW PRY 92175 8727 71 D10 AR L2010 DR 0919 W DR 579271 AR 12 N2TR 7D DR 1D IR
DR DR°2377 79 .12 HY 1277 ARIW RN KOR 7002 R2INA WDRW MR KDY RN POV A7V 5INAY RGT 5w RO 70
112 77777 92 17720 2727 VWY 921 QTR PRY 11D IR 1YY OR WIR 9270 IWRI MR N7 K17 1D 1K 27 AW AN 2700
77 93 ROR 19 1°K 1127 7wn IXW DY 932 2°R210A PR 2OR237 9 ,05W 174 O T RITY AR 2127 1A W01 wn Sw nyTa
R2I07 72797 ,NW 2IRDAD TAW AN PNOR RIT OW A2 7T NPT PIOY TIZ IR PHY AW R0 INwAn wIIpn mA Yoy
NTAY X7 ,°70Y TAY A5 ANRY 02°9ARY 039 12w 072 R T2 IR DRI P07 121,007 ' MR a0 YRR 17V R Dy 902
A R? 20 WY, 0 MY PYID PR 9707 4V IRWI 073 7INT 20X RIW 277K 22NN 01 NRPN0A IRIAIWD 2OR0AIT 2Ow
WIPNN PID MY TIPY DY T 1OYA PON01 K 2MRWA MED YT 3IWPI 17 An170 1) OWH TWRT 1 WD 79790 WK 19ARY
(Y 1397 1 P19 3TN STID NI3Y) LO°IRIMD
9 NANAARY NANYVAIRI 1A RPI1INT NAAR DT 1 210D RIPK O I 02 KR -0 XDy 90 O 20T Inmawin 17 ppIn
ROX?7 7w 720 107 192w 77771 K12 9DIRY 1251 10OKT 17V RI1PV 1AW 12 IWnY XD 172 RWT 12 220 M7 7198 K17 PT PR
SPIANIN INTART RAPKR TOIHWI NI 300 729131 1N 10N
10 This was particularly true at 710 0> as 9% W *12 truly had no merit, as the Midrash teaches 179 777 772 >1219 %90
™y >721v, and thus 177 n7 claimed that the Jews deserved the same fate as the Egyptians. However, the o°»n00 n»
prevailed.



