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Translation:
One who is wise of heart will take Mitzvos.

Explanation:
One who is wise will choose his Mitzvos wisely'. While all of Klal Yisroel
were busy with the Mitzvah of taking gold, silver and clothing from the
Egyptians as Hashem had commanded, Moshe busied himself with the
Mitzvah of keeping the promise made to Yosef by his brothers, to take his
bones out of Mitzrayim. Moshe chose this Mitzvah because in his heart he
knew it to be the greater Mitzvah, as he did not benefit financially as we
would have had he ‘gone for the gold’. Because he did the Mitzvah with a
completely pure heart, Hashem rewarded him 777 7212 772 by burying
Moshe.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The Midrash is commenting on the need for the Torah to tell us that Moshe
himself took Yosef’s bones. The wording 7wn np>1 compares with the rare
wording of the Pasuk in Mishlei, n1¥» 1>, In addition, the Midrash explains
the extra word 1y, with him. It teaches that this type of pure Mitzvah is the
only type we ‘take with us’ for eternity.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Levels of Mitzvos; anwh mxn.
Understand: How one goes about choosing the preferred act and
consequences of choices.
Think: Analyze text of Pasuk learning from seemingly insignificant facts or
redundant words.

1 See note #1



NOTES

1. The Midrash from which this Musag is taken is difficult to understand, for the Jews who were taking
from the Egyptians were themselves fulfilling a Mitzvah! Hashem had instructed Moshe to ensure that
the Jews ask the Egyptians for gold, silver and garments:
(2:X°) 277 7297 PR AMYTY NRR WK Y] DR WK 0K YT 3183 ’TI3T
Rashi quotes the Gemoroh in Berachos which explains that this was done so that Avrohom Avinu
should not claim that Hashem kept the promise of slavery but not the promise of leaving with great
wealth:
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Accordingly, the Jews were doing a great service to Hashem by taking the wealth of the Egyptians®.
The Pasuk clearly relates that the Jews took from the Egyptians because Moshe had told them to do so;
(72:2) 2ty 237 2221 A2 DII¥AN XYM AYH 1272 WY PXIYIN
Why, therefore, does the Midrash credit Moshe with doing a Mitzvah and not the Jewish people?
Additionally, one might ask, why do we need a Pasuk in Mishlei to prove to us that it is wise to do
Mitzvos? Isn’t that fairly obvious? Also, why does the Pasuk say nmx» rip», a term never used in Tanach,
and not simply say n1x» 0»°? And finally, why is the term 2% 0211 used here and not just 0on?
One possible answer is that the Pasuk is not teaching that it is wise to do Mitzvos, but rather that one
who is wise carefully chooses his Mitzvos. Moshe could have also chosen to ‘go for the gold’, and he
could have easily justified doing so as doing a great service to Hashem. We would have definitely
termed him a 0511 for listening to Hashem and thus ensuring that Avrohom Avinu had no complaints.
But Moshe realized that there was another Mitzvah to be fulfilled: taking Yosef’s bones. Which to
choose?
Moshe realized that taking gold would also benefit him personally and physically. Who couldn’t use a
few extra dollars? The Mitzvah of 0°7¥» N2 would therefore not be a pure Mitzvah. But taking Yosef’s
bones would not benefit him at all; the Mitzvah would remain pure, without any personal gain®.
Moshe’s heart told him which to choose, 2% 237. It told him to choose the action in which the only thing
he would be taking was the Mitzvah. That is why the Pasuk does not say nmg»n o»p* 2% 0o, but rather
ngn P> 2% oon. The Pasuk is teaching that the wise of heart chooses a Mitzvah which is totally w5,
when the only thing he is ‘taking’ (gaining) is the Mitzvah, when he is only mxn n1p>.
The remainder of the Midrash relates that Moshe merited to be buried by Hashem himself as a result of
this Mitzvah. There is a Midrash Tanchuma which provides more detail:
TR AW 0T 9Y 2R T DIRED 791 700 T 1100 1T 1PAIRG PRI 1R DR 2P 107,09 PTTIN T2 77N OTRY 7712
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In the end result, Moshe’s decision to choose the Mitzvah which contained no personal gain was
rewarded at the end of his life. Interestingly, the benefit he received did not result in physical gain, but
only in the fashion in which he was buried. However, this seems to be exactly the point. That which
benefits us physically is by nature temporary. After all, “you can’t take it with you”. But that which is
completely spiritual stays with you forever; you continue to benefit from it for eternity. Perhaps this
may be gleaned from our Pasuk which tells us that Moshe took Yosef’s bones, and then adds, 1y, with
him*. The Pasuk is teaching us that only this type of Mitzvah do you truly take with you.

2. Additional questions:
a. The term 2% 0on is also used by the building of the Mishkan 032 2% 0on 923, Is there any
connection?
b. We call burying the dead a nnX 5w 701, as 2p¥° told his sons 3172pN X1 DR NARY 701 >TAY NOWN
o312, How does this connect to our Musag?

2 Remember we are talking about 0°7%¥» N2 not 0°7 N2,
3 w"2) .73 712K 2"OWw PR "IN
4 The Gemoroh in :3 7010 nJo» actually learns from this word that a i X is allowed in 7% 7.



