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Translation:
25 (years old) to learn and 30 (years old) to serve. From here we learn that a
student who has not seen success in his studies for five years, will no longer see
(success).

Explanation:
From the age of 25 until the age of 30, Kohanim were to learn the laws and
intricacies of the service in the Mishkan and at the age of 30 they were to begin
working. The 5 year maximum time that was allotted to mastering this skill
teaches us that if one does not master a particular skill after 5 years, it may be
assumed that he will no longer be able to do so'.

Looking in the Pasuk:
The major thrust of our Musag is focused on an obvious contradiction in Pesukim
as to what age a Kohen was to begin his service. Our Pasuk mentions the age of 25
while a previous Pasuk (3:7)2 mentioned the age of 30. The Gemoroh that Rashi
quotes answers by differentiating between the age they began to study the laws of
service and the age they actually began to serve. A textual proof to this answer can
be found in the fact that in the previous Pasuk it tells us that the Kohen X% X2,
while our Pasuk mentions Xax X2ax7, which refers to an initiation into the service3.
In addition, the Pasuk dictates that these Kohanim will be involved %aX nmava
7¥17, in the service of the 71 %1, but never says T12vY, that they will be actively
included in the service4.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Kohanim began their five year initiation into the Mishkan service at age 25
and began serving at age 30.
Understand: The Torah mandated a maximum of 5 years of education, implying
that if the skills were not mastered at that point, they would no longer be mastered.
Think: Solving contradictions between Pesukim can be accomplished by careful
reading of text, frequently leading to multiple solutions.

1 See note #3
2 7yin 73K3 MRNZR NTWY? RY2 XI™7p MY DWRGTIR TV T2YR) MW DWW 13
3 Seenote #1
4 See note #2



NOTES

1. The 1"an7’ explains that the meaning of X% X2 would be to congregate next to those who did the
service in order to learn by example®. The fact that the term x2¥ X2x% is used here instead of X2¥% seems
to prove the point of the Gemoroh, i.e. that they were apprentices.

A difficulty that is raised is that the term X2% X2¥% is used one other time, and the context does not refer
to the training the Kohanim. By the service of Bnei Gershon (33:7) we read: v a%yn) My ow>v jan.
7vin 2R3 772y 72Y° R2Y X2¥D NX27792 apik TPon MW owngti2, why is the term used by Bnei Gershon?
The o°2%n answers that Bnei Gershon were the oldest and were the first to serve, therefore all others
would gather where they had already gathered. In effect, they caused all others to be X2x X235, to gather
next to the existing gathering’. The X1272x answers that the double wording reflects the fact that they
were the oldest born, thereby receiving a double portion®.

Other commentators (XY j2X ,0"2w") agree with the hesitations of the 7"2»7 regarding the above
explanation chosen by Rashi to solve the conflicting ages. They explain differently, pointing to the fact
that only 7v1 %1% nTav is mentioned in our Posuk, while the Pesukim in 7 P99, speak of carrying the
Mishkan and its vessels as well. Therefore, they claim, at age 25 one would begin serving in 11 97X,
however they would have to wait until reaching age 30 to carry the Mishkan. The 9X1372R develops this
idea by commenting that the younger Kohanim were better suited as guards and singers, while only
when reaching age 30 had they developed the strength and endurance necessary to carry the Mishkan.

2. This point is made by the 7"2»7 and is echoed by the 0271 who compares the wording used in 7 p72:
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3. The Gemoroh understands the 5 year waiting period to be the maximum time needed to master a
specific skill, leading to the conclusion that if one did not master the skill in that time period they would
no longer do so. However the commentators mentioned above seem to understand that the ages listed in
the Pesukim are the minimum ages at which the Kohen would be allowed to work. Even the Gemoroh
requires a minimum of 5 years of study until one may serve. How, therefore, can the Gemoroh draw its
conclusion regarding the maximum time required to master a skill?

Possibly, according to the Gemoroh a Kohen could begin work from the age of 25 as soon as he indeed
had mastered the necessary skills. The age of 30 that is mentioned in 7 279, does not tell us that he must
wait until that age, but rather informs us that he is expected to have achieved mastery by that age. In
fact, we might go so far as to propose that even the age of 25 in not a minimum age, but rather a
suggestion of the Torah as to the most cognitively appropriate time to begin preparing for service in the
Mishkan’. And, as above, the age of 30 as the time for that preparation to come to an end. The Torah is
thus providing educational insight, not relaying laws regarding the service in the Mishkan.

4. Questions for further thought:
a. Why do you think this lesson was taught by the service of the Kohanim?
b. Do you think that this 5 year rule applies to all learning? Does it apply to the learning of
Torah?

5 The 7"2n1 however, ultimately rejects the apprentice explanation put forward by the Gemoroh as being only an individual
Tanna’s opinion. He solves the contradiction in Pesukim differently, allowing all those who reached the age of 25 to
serve, but explains that most people do not really pay attention to the fact that they have reached 25 until they turn 30.
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9 This would help explain the question from the Pasuk in (72:132) X 0> 727 in which the age of 20 is mentioned:
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