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Translation:
Once Moshe found it difficult (to fashion the Menorah) Hashem told Moshe, take
a Kikar of gold and throw it into the fire and take it out, and it will be fashioned by
itself.

Explanation:
Moshe was not able to understand what exactly the Menorah was to look like.
Hashem showed Moshe a Menorah of fire, which provided a visual of the
Menorah. However, due to the Menorah being fashioned from only one Kikar of
gold, Moshe was unable to hammer the gold to the exact thickness that would
allow it to use only the one Kikar and at the same time be able to stand to its two
meter height. After much toil, Moshe threw the Kikar of gold into the fire and
Hashem brought forth the Menorah. Once Hashem sees that we put forth the effort
He does the rest.

Looking in the Pasuk:
There are multiple inferences from which our Musag is taken. The first is from the
fact that it does not say awn 7wy 12. The second is from the Pasuk in Shmos which
says 7717 PR awyen, inferring that the Menorah was made by itself. Rashi’s
commentary is based on the Gemoroh which infers from the word 7im and also the
words X7 WK 7R that Hashem was showing Moshe something.

Musag Learning Outcomes:
Know: Hashem showed Moshe what the Menorah should look like. Moshe
attempted to hammer out the Kikar of gold to fashion the Menorah, but was unable
to complete the task. He threw the gold into a fire and the Menorah fashioned
itself.
Understand: That what Hashem expects from us is our utmost effort. The results
are in Hashem’s hands.
Think: Careful reading of text, including textual inference and choice of words,
reveals hidden meaning.

1 See note #1



NOTES

1. The word 717 seems to connote something that is being pointed to. (One of the most often quoted
examples is taken from 2w 1R, where on the words 771X °2p 11 Chazal explain 2°7 %Y 79w IR 1
"5 HRpr X1 XD, The word 77 meant that they saw the Shechina with unparalleled clarity.)
Therefore, when Hashem said to Moshe n™1nn a1, it infers that Hashem was showing Moshe
something. Later we will quote Rashi’s source which mentions two other times that Hashem used
the word a7 when speaking to Moshe and each refer a time when Moshe had difficulty
understanding something (the New Moon, or the forbidden insects) and Hashem showed them to
Moshe. In all three instances the Torah uses the word 7. The X"w mn comments that the word i1
should only be understood thus if it opens the topic. However, if a topic is being discussed in the
Torah and in middle of the discussion the word 71 is used, in such instances the word is simply
referring to what was mentioned above and should not be understood as Hashem providing a visual
aid.

2. There is an obvious contradiction between Rashi’s commentary, which is based on the Gemoroh
(.v> MmN noon), and our Musag, which is based on the Midrash Tanchumah (3 y2°0 TnY2v72 nw o).
The Gemoroh reads:
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According to the Gemoroh, Hashem simply showed Moshe a picture of the Menorah, and Moshe
fashioned the Menorah by himself. However, according to the Midrash, Hashem fashioned the
Menorah, Moshe simply threw in a Kikar of gold.
Both opinions can be supported by the text of the Torah. The Gemoroh infers its explanation from
the word 7 in our Pasuk, as explained in footnote 1, and also from the words 772 A% AR WX,
The Midrash infers its explanation from the word 7wy n® written in Sefer Shmos®, as well as from
the fact that in our Pasuk it does not say mna NR Own 7wy 19, but rather 77IM7 PR 7wy 13, which
can be taken to mean that Hashem made the Menorah, not Moshe. However, how can both be true?
We could answer that the two 7"111 *127 are disagreeing as to how the Menorah was fashioned, with
Rashi preferring the inference of the Gemoroh over that of the Midrash. However, this is not
possible, for Rashi in (X7:712) nnw 190 agrees with the inference of the Midrash!:
PRI R IRY T30 DR TRWE LK N2 WITRD 17 MR LA WRnn avh mow 9 ,mopNn ima apyn
Apyn® am21 X2 797 , 1NN
Therefore even if we could entertain the possibility that the two 2" »127 argue, we would still
wonder: Why does Rashi contradict himself?
One possibility is that Moshe struggled with two issues. The first was that he could not understand
what the Menorah was supposed to look like. Perhaps he could not picture what the 71193 or 175
were. Additionaly, he struggled with actually making the Menorah out of one block of gold.
Therefore, even after Hashem showed him a visual of the Menorah, he still could not fashion the
gold to match the picture. Therefore, Hashem had to fashion the Menorah for him”.
There are, however, two problems with this answer. The first is that the Gemoroh quoted above
says explicitly that after Hashem showed Moshe the Menorah of fire, Moshe made the Menorah:
QNRD W aWR AR L,DAWT 1117 WK 9w a7, Also difficult to understand is why, after seeing
exactly what the Menorah was supposed to look like, did Moshe have such difficulty?
The Midrash states:
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7wy n infers that the Menorah was made by itself. 7wyn would mean that Moshe made it. We will quote the Midrash
in its entirety soon.
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5 See the 0"®1 who provides a similar explanation. According to this explanation the words amnd aw awn AR,
would be understood as Moshe saw and #ried to make like them.
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I have underlined two parts of the Midrash which are key to understanding what happened. The
first 7wn vy 7270w, that Moshe toiled greatly until he could not make the Menorah, is hard to
understand. What great toil was there? The next underlined words, w°v52 751 711 AnX, provide the
answer; he was busy hammering out the gold. Why was this such an impossible task?
The answer is found in the design of the Menorah. Scholars have a hard time understanding the
physics behind the design. The problem is in the amount of gold used for the Menorah, one Kikar.
The problem is that one Kikar of gold simply cannot fashion a Menorah that is almost two meters
tall! To illustrate: A Kikar of gold is between 35 and 50 Kilograms of gold. The Menorah fashioned
by the Machon Hamikdash, which was made to the specifications of the Torah, is only plated in
gold. The plating is approximately one centimeter thick and yet used 45 Kilograms of 24K gold®!
How could Moshe stretch one Kikar of gold to fashion the Menorah?
We now understand why the Menorah’s gold had to be nwpn, hammered, since it had to be
extremely thin. We also understand why Moshe toiled (7wn v3° 7277w) with the hammering ( 7nX)
w2 1on 7, trying with much effort to stretch one Kikar of gold to the specifications of the
Torah. And, even when he succeeded in finally hammering the gold sufficiently thin to make the
Menorah, it could not stand without breaking, since the thin gold could not support the required
height! So, even after Hashem showed Moshe what the Menorah was supposed to look like and
Moshe fashioned the Menorah to match the picture’, the difficulty of hammering (7wpn )to the
precise thickness which would allow the Menorah to stand was beyond Moshe’s ability. Moshe was
left with no option but to tell Hashem: 7°19% nwyn 7%10 AnRW awd WRI TN 72w 1257 77 ¥"wa.
We have thus explained that both the Gemoroh and Midrash are true. Moshe was shown what the
Menorah looked like (7m) and succeeded in fashioning the Menorah, but still could not successfully
have it stand until Hashem fashioned it (7wy°n) Himself.
One could ask, if the fashioning of the Menorah was practically impossible, why did Hashem
command Moshe to try? Perhaps the answer is found in the message of the Menorah itself. Hashem
does not need our light, (:30 M) 1MRD KOR 1277 KD 92772 HRW 12900 MW 292X 9 RO, we
simply put in our effort and Hashem does the rest.
I once heard a beautiful thought that supports this concept. Hashem tells Avrohom:

(700 NPWRA2) TP T A9 2 Nt ank 150% 90In"aR 0027137 159 MY X3Tuan
Hashem instructs Avrohom to try and count the stars. He then asks him, “Can you count them”, and
concludes by saying “Thus will be your offspring.” Hashem is instructing Avrohom to go out and
try to do the impossible. Avrohom begins to count even though no man can count the stars. To
which Hashem says, you began to count even though the stars cannot be counted! This will be the
legacy of your children. They will do as you did, they will follow the commands of Hashem even
though the mission seems impossible.
In truth all we do is in the hands of Hashem. Every success is not our own doing but Hashem’s. Our
mission is to toil, 79 v 07x; Hashem does the rest®.

3. Questions for further thought:
a. Read the Midrash carefully. Whose initiative was it to throw the gold into the fire,
Hashem’s or Moshe’s?
b. In what other instance was gold thrown into a fire and what resutled? Is there a
connection?

6 Since you asked: Approximate cost is 3 million dollars.
7 Which explains why the Gemoroh says ann3 awy awn aRI.
8 As the Mishnah in Pirkei Avos (1o 71wn 2 po)teaches: n3nn V37 1710 12 7AK X9 ,71037 7877 7Y &



